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Prepare for a New Normal in Education
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Due to the ebb and flow of COVID-19 pandemic, blended education of online and offline learning has
been going on for some time in many places, including Hong Kong and mainland China. Looking ahead,
this new mode of education will become a new normal; it is therefore time to have a review on it. Yew
Chung and Yew Wah Foundations, and Big Education Platform and the Centre for Education Research and
Development of Hong Kong Policy Research Institute have recently conducted in-depth discussions of the

topic, which are covered by this issue of MBWY at length.

Yew Chung and Yew Wah Foundations have always sought to equip students with high levels of proficiency
in both Chinese and English, as well as a strong commitment to meeting the challenges of their generation.
To better provide bilingual education, the Foundations in 2020 formulated a three-year strategic plan and
count on the implementation of the Learning Community approach. To readers who are interested in how to

realize this educational vision, the concerned reports in this issue are worth reading.

In language learning students learn through resources about the language and the associated culture.
Mencius - A Modern Translation and Contemporary Interpretation, newly published by Yew Chung Publishing
House, provides such resources for Chinese learning. It is the third book of “The Chinese Classics Series”
planned by the Foundations, and to let readers know the book’s significance, this issue carries the book’s

preface.
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YCYW E-Learning Professional Development Days
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Ivana Fan, Senior Content Marketing Lead of Institutional Development
and Marketing Division of Yew Chung and Yew Wah
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Teachers at different locations share teaching experience online
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Dr Lam Tung-fei, Senior Researcher of CPDD,
hosts discussions about Chinese learning
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AT KB HIR Nicki Hedge
Professor Nicki Hedge from the University of Glasgow

To highlight and promote good practices in online
learning and blended education of online and in-
person learning made necessary by COVID-19
pandemic, Yew Chung and Yew Wah educators
held an “E-Learning Professional Development
Days” event from November 27 to 28, 2020.

Speaking at the opening, CEO and School
Supervisor Dr Betty Chan Po-king described the
changes sweeping education the world over as
“unprecedented”. “It is up to us to adapt our
educational practices to ensure that our students
can learn successfully using 21st century tools
at our disposal,” she said. (Excerpt of Dr Chan’s

speech in a separate article)

Over 1,200 Chinese and Western teachers and
principals from 12 Yew Chung International
Schools and Yew Wah International Education
Schools joined the sessions organized by the

Curriculum and Professional Development

e0®000000000®

®e

Division (CPDD) of Yew Chung and Yew Wah
Foundations. There were three keynote speakers
who set the tone and a further 98 elective
workshops designed by our educators to explore

related issues.

On the first day in discussions focusing on online
and blended teaching, participants exchanged
experiences of their educational journeys that
changed course in unprecedented ways from

January on.

Drawing upon her experience in England, Professor
Nicki Hedge, Professor of Educational Theory and
Research at the University of Glasgow, underlined
the importance of “trust”, and rated it on par with
technology adoption. In these uncertain times, she
said, it was important that educators placed trust
in themselves and their colleagues, and at the same
time they needed to understand and respond to
learners’ vulnerabilities. Striking an optimistic note,
Professor Hedge suggested that the investment in
trust and sharing would enable the development
of enhanced pedagogical approaches in the pursuit
of deeper learning and smarter teaching for the

future.

rssy o Education

ERXRBYBTERVBRERBEN B "HIBHRE 360,

HMERNAHYERE Bob Horton
Professor Nancy Law from the Faculty of Education,

the University of Hong Kong, discusses her project - “eCitizen Education 360" -

in a session hosted by Education Director Dr Bob Horton

Professor Nancy Law, Deputy Director, Centre
for Information Technology in Education (CITE),
Faculty of Education, the University of Hong Kong

used research data to provide insight into blended
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Teachers at the same location gather together to listen to the keynote speech

teaching that has become the “new normal”. She
shared the findings of her recently published
research project - “eCitizen Education 360" -
on the impact of school suspension on students,
teachers and schools in Hong Kong. The study
looks at factors that contribute to online learning
preparedness when it comes to schools and
teachers. She found that the key to the success of
e-learning lay beyond institution walls and family
support in fostering a learning environment was
a critical ingredient. That support from the home
combined with a multidisciplinary approach and
intuitive leadership at schools are what underpin

the new structure, she said.

The 60 intensive workshops on the first day
covered four main themes: class strategies and
tools; curriculum planning and development;
management and reflection; community building

and wellbeing.

Teachers introduced and shared their thoughts
on useful software, like ClassIn, Zoom, Seesaw,
Ding Ding (Ding Talk), Padlet and Teams. Besides,
topics of differentiated learning, flipped education,
critical thinking and our unique Learning
Communities were thoroughly investigated.
Principals talked about the growing and essential
co-operation between schools and parents as well
as among school departments to co-ordinate effort

to achieve macro objectives.

The themes of the workshops on the second day
were “Learning Chinese” and “Learning with
Chinese”; they were participated by 350 Chinese

teachers across the campuses. The diversity and

depth of the workshops showcased the strength of

the schools” Chinese curriculum.

Yew Chung and Yew Wah place great faith in their
teachers’ self-motivation, professionalism and
willingness to share. “The hosts of our workshops
include experienced Master Teachers and also
young teachers. Every teacher can apply for host,
regardless of qualification and experience,” Chief
Education Officer Dr Troy Lui, Development Days’

main organizer, said.

Well thought out technical support for the event
made all the conversations and exchanges across
the globe possible. As Dr Lam Tung-fei, Senior
Researcher of CPDD and one of the organizers
and co-ordinators of the event put it, “The scale
and format [of this event] is unprecedented in
our organisation.” “Though with over a thousand
people joining online, we had no big technical
problems. We have to thank our IT colleagues and
the co-ordinators in CPDD,” Dr Lui said.

Providing the note to end the occasion, Professor
Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of Hong Kong Yew
Wah International Education Foundation, shared his
experiences over the past 60 years, discussed the role
of teachers and recalled the inspirational founding of
Yew Wah. He encouraged teachers to make reading
a lifelong hobby and to nurture Yew Chung and
Yew Wah students with a strong humanistic spirit
and ability to think out of the box and to master
technology without being controlled by it. (Excerpt

of Professor Yip’s speech in a separate article)

REE: #RE (RigwR) SiFKA

English translation:

Catherine Mak, MBWY Editorial Member
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Event organizers, co-ordinators and helpers greet the audiences




€ Education and

e - . PY
National Af@alrs
EEEHEEEEED

An Excerpt of ProfessoiPaul\ip’s

KB EEEHT e MBEGHN - &
B BR AT AR - R R BUIG
- BEREEENFSRFERNAR - [
1940 FRBPIFRATE  HEEHR
e~ FESE ~ BRI TE IR HOK B RIS
{5 FH AR 4% 5 R o 1B RO /Y B0 K A P i R T
G 3 N 1 (S N e S | O G s = SN
BRERER > HEHCHBER - HEE
7 1R 2 0 ] JE 58 B2 AR AU B2 0L - 1 B AR B
Bin AU AR - BRERBAT BRAS — 8% - 205k
MR BT MR BNE trade war >
At 0 I DA Ry v R A S B R T B B -

REIBHERBT  HBEWH  BRHELE
MIRFRE > B EBERRZE A HNAT -
BT PEARERE T - BRRE S [
1953 iR BF K GET BN B - %
R JUBCHfg AR ] - SRAIRDGE - F 2 HF A
ANHITE o F /DN fok 1 RR AN HI S S e+ — B
BN H 2R o i 2 DY - A B B R K T
RN RAEEERZIEZEH - M#H N
B BIRBEREY - ERRK  —EHEE
BRPE B Z AR A SFRIEAE R -

ai B BE E R  BonT R e R S 1 S B
IEAEE Y o B~ A - ML R SCH Y e
S EREGEGLERLY > SRXLIHE
B o BREH LW BB ~ HE > B EE
LR ~ ik & RO o RO L RE S R BN
G - ERGEE > BRZI > FREFHET
MHEBE  WRRE EAZTFUREAE
B > HEFRK KR - LR FEZEZH
Rk TR SR A EE 2 ORI

EEEHR
Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah

o A BRSO EAEAS I EEB - E
oSSR TE -

T B S I A B B SR B ot B B R O YR
Hll o EREF P Rk TR AR B o T
SHE - WEB PR EREE o TAH
HACZEFEREIR o B SE B Y B FE ) fE
ZERWAEREE =EF 0 BB A2
B~ U-turn - 7B AEAST Ex
LR ETFRTE > ML - E2RhLE
L E FEHERE (RLEE ) - e T E
ik & B E % o RSV~ OB E U5 B 4A 1
AR

EARA 1900 FFRMBIHMA 1911 F£¥¢X
Hap > 1919 F A MYEH) ~ 1921 4 g
E ST 0 KRR EL AR Horb 3 REAY i B - T
MERBEREFZET L > S FHEMHER
WMRRA BRI IRBEEBRRAEN -
AN R 7 R A S A G T
Ky o BEFEXRPEAEECHEE - 8
fLoa 85 B 57 b o fE R B B R b -
hoVYE B - F MRSl democracy »
FE S science * BE RS i science »
EILEMEER » RE A 2 democracy *
RSB » MAEERMAR - &
A Al A1 9 BORF -

WA TH KR B ENER -
—HZHEDK - R EHEEE MR EH T
8 BAAE S BREE ORGSR o B AR A S
i AN EHEFE AR R A MR
SIS GL A3 (£ > Af DUBR AN KBS - B3R AE




%FWE%EMJ’Eﬁﬁﬁ%’ﬁ%%%
HOREA RGBS M - BE A —

@¥ﬁm¢l WL E RS
1 1 OB B R R M B -

AR EREERNARBE
BRSO ERIGE T AR, o
A BRI A KEHE 55, o BAAEMRHMT -
e 2 5E A% (8 B E B9 X e BT PR —FF - JERE
BAESE — L - BFR L8 2 ple P RE
it &~ FERE - BRAST R A B RS o
BN B I R 2R o T AN 2 B R S BB
frp k- B RE A4 RREGER S
HIRE )y - B8 2 FEE - fE MO & i /Y B {E
BB =R R HEEEE R EE

P T

!

o NEPHEOMS2CRERT - EHELERN
E T Y 5 R R A R By ke EH R E
BIX2E "5, WHR ARG HKEN

B

AT EERTEL THE  REER
WA R B A0 8T BRI BLE » E AR
HHERPBEABTL UL BRALEERE 5
21 RS KR ER - A ER
22 RN EM - BM - BE - BB
RS B G R RO A — B e B
R foe N 52 18] - M b i HE RS — B R St 5 AE WP
H?2HH KMNL TS L2 AHELRE
o EHMBEMEE - AR ATHEHERE
AR o B A AE B E B R B SR BB P
PR~ HROE > Bk TR -
BEKH - E R FER o B9 A SRS -

The topic of my talk is about education which
is related to the current situation. Education,
concerning the sovereignty of a country, is to
produce citizens who meet demands of the
country. I can use COVID-19 pandemic as a case
to illustrate how to nurture citizens. The pandemic
has been mostly under control in China and other

places in East Asia where emphasis is placed

on solidarity, family, respect for the elderly and
social discipline. Apart from schools, people there
provide related education at home such as teaching

respect for the elderly.

In China in the past 100 years or so there
were happenings, like Boxer Uprising in 1900,
overthrow of the Manchu dynasty in 1911, May
Fourth Movement in 1919, and founding of the
Communist Party in 1921 - Chinese people were
trying ways to survive in a world governed by
the law of the jungle. If a country was not strong
nothing it said mattered. In the case of China
then, even Chinese saw themselves negatively,
discarding the teachings of Confucius and Mencius

and abandoning the imperial examination system.

After 300 years of the West’s dominance, now
comes a historic turning point in which its
influence is on decline. However, China which is
now the world’s second largest economy is facing
a greater danger; being No 2 power is not always
a blessing, and there is mounting pressure on it.
Whether China can succeed in the modernization
drive depends on whether it has the capability to
stay steady and safe which requires the care and

support of its own people.

Of the values education, I put development in
social, moral and labor aspects foremost. Social
development is to support the country, community
and family and to enhance solidarity among all
sectors. Only with this, we can stand up to all the
pressure put on us. Moral development is about
how to conduct ourselves. Labor education is to
increase the work quality so that we can improve

our livelihood.

Our schools and teachers operating on the
mainland have to observe fully the national
regulations. But to provide more choices in
education and to nurture citizens equipped to meet
the demands of 21st century, there must be greater
flexibility for schools like Yew Chung and Yew
Wah in terms of fee collection, teaching material,

pedagogy, etc.
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The most important task (of education) is to create
a learning environment that encourages students
to be active and inquisitive, thus empowering them
to succeed in an innovation-driven economy. This
is the matrix. It encourages growth. The second
plank of my approach is to move from wholly
top-down teacher-led instruction to student-led
discovery. This unlocks a child’s hidden potential.
Thirdly, students need to be prepared for life in the
real world, beyond the classroom. Our engagement
must go beyond our four walls. Keeping all this
in mind, in 2014 we introduced a novel Learning
Community concept to some of our Yew Chung
and Yew Wah schools.

So why do we need blended learning? Well,
every cloud has a silver lining, and the COVID-19
epidemic forced us into an unexplored new space.
We quickly adapted to e-learning, employing a
range of tools on different online platforms. The
past year has been a cycle of learning through

challenges and unique technological solutions.

Simply put, blended learning means developing
the capacity to be flexible regardless of whether
face-to-face teaching is available or not. Students
should be able to access resources during lessons
following a set timetable - as in synchronous
learning. And they should also be able to access

resources at times of their choosing - as in

asynchronous learning. This allows students to
learn independently, and continuously, without

any cap on knowledge.

In a blended learning environment students can
progress at a comfortable pace that allows for
differences in aptitude, interest, or learning speed.
It also encourages familiarity with technology,

contributing to essential digital literacy.

Of course, all this begs the question: how do you
define good practice in blended learning? In Yew
Chung and Yew Wah'’s vision, blended learning
is an integral part of what we call “Learning
Communities” - a concept where learning and
teaching are not confined to the four walls of the
classroom. This unique collaborative approach
offers students and teachers a huge degree
of flexibility. Teachers act as facilitators and
students are encouraged to work in small groups,
or individually, to research and solve various
problems. Education technology is integrated into
our curriculum planning and teaching practices.
Traditional instruction has been transformed
as students become more collaborative in their
thinking and assume responsibility for their own
learning. This is fundamental to developing a
mature, self-reliant mind that can grapple with the

problems of our age.
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Participants share their experiences in blended learning
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We all face the same challenges in keeping learning
happening while we are online. I really appreciated
the first keynote speaker’s presentation about the

research in local schools in Hong Kong.

The most valuable part of the conference to me was
connecting with other educators from across the

: : t
foundation, sharing certain resources in breakou

i es.
sessions, and the follow-up emails and messag
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Professor Yip’s keynote speech is very inspiring.
He shared his life experience like our elder.
I'm proud that I work at a school with such
philosophy. The sessions on the second day are
very meaningful. Topics ranging from the PBL
workshop and new teacher training to the keynote
speech are excellent and practical.
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o E G e VE I T R A B A R vh SO RR B R AT B o b nUNE A vh B2 R 2 L il AT AR
T see-think-wonder (ALK » M EHMM T connect-feel MEEHK » WIEF/ 045
KB connect ] DL ES L FISCA B A4 i i » feel FEMIRBH S AN OB » HERMELD -

534N o bk [ R TR e e A v S R R AR O R S I SR AL At S B oK

AN EE S EE

S~ E5AE 7 R F T A R EL A R KRB p R R R E R (B2 EG  REAER)

H >N

Rl 2% S TR A ~ 4 5 I A 6 W R R T A R R EE /N T ) R R R E

The most impressive topics in the event are thinking visualization and the Chinese curriculum development
plan. Ms Pan Caifeng from YCIS Beijing Secondary Section not only introduced the basic form of “see-think-
wonder”, but also added two elements - “connect-feel” - to it. I think it is a very good idea as we can let

students “connect” with the text and at the same time take care of students” “feeling”.

Meanwhile, Dr Lam Tung-fei clearly explained the development plan of the Chinese curriculum including

various aspects like listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, the main concepts, and Primary to

Secondary transition.
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Stakeholders from different sectors share information of blended learning
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Due to the needs arising from COVID-19
pandemic, Hong Kong has developed rapidly
blended education of online and offline learning
in the past half year, forming “smart schools”
gradually. Big Education Platform and the Centre
for Education Research and Development of Hong
Kong Policy Research Institute (HKPRI) have co-
organized Smarter Education Scheme to sum up
the experience of blended learning and facilitate
the partnership between the business sector and
schools in order to achieve education
equality and holistic development.
From December 4 to 5, 2020, they
held the Smarter Education Summit
2020 gathering 54 speakers from 34
enterprises, education institutions, and
organizations worldwide to share and

exchange in 17 very insightful webinars.

The discussion topics included global
education trends, language education,
school leadership and management,
life planning, STEM, and character
education. Through the two days’
webinars, educators got inspired and
connected with professionals and
practitioners in other sectors, together
shaping the future of education under

the new normal.
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Dr Betty Chan delivers a welcome speech
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From November 5 to 6, 2020, Yew Chung and
Yew Wah Foundations held a School Leadership
Team (SLT) Retreat with the theme of “Leadership
in the midst of Adversity”— the first one since
the outbreak of COVID-19. Chinese and Western
Co-Principals and School Business Managers
from different schools, and senior management
personnel from the Foundation headquarters and

regions joined the event.

Due to the pandemic, this year’s SLT Retreat was
different from the past years’ as the event featured

both online and offline meetings. Participants in

17

Hong Kong, Beijing, Tongxiang and Shanghai
gathered at their local meeting venues whereas

those in other locations joined the event online.

Dr Betty Chan Po-king, CEO and School Supervisor
of Yew Chung and Yew Wah, kicked off the event
with a welcome speech and was followed by a
keynote speech by Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah,
Chairman of Hong Kong Yew Wah International

Education Foundation.

Dr Xu Xuejun, Deputy CEO, gave a report on
national affairs covering topics like COVID-19,
Sino-US relations, the fifth plenary session of the
19th Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China and education to inform Chinese and
Western staff members of the development and

changes in China and around the world.

The agenda topics of the first day included: the
new SLT assessment matrix and recruitment; new
strategy and plan on admissions; branding and
advancement; the direction, goal and achievement
of university guidance, as well as the New

Framework for YCYW Bilingual Education.

The second day was devoted to reflections led by
Father Thomas Kwan on love, time, death and
other life and global issues when facing adversities

during the pandemic.

RyhiE: FRE (RIEWR) SiFKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member
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Professor Paul Yip gives a keynote speech
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YCYW create a bilingual learning environment for students
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Yew Chung and Yew Wah Foundations have
always sought to equip students with a deep
respect for and understanding of world cultures,

mastery of Chinese and English, plus proficiency

EN
h3Z

in their Principles & Practices: “We believe that

in other modern languages, as well
as a strong commitment to meeting
the challenges of their generation.
They try to reach this goal through

Learning Communities as stated

Learning Communities best enable students and
teachers to creatively and holistically explore
different fields of knowledge, fostering individual
and collaborative learning skills that are critical for

the 21st century.”

In the Strategic Plan for 2020-2023, the Executive
Board of YCYW stipulates the education goal
of “implement(ing) the Learning Community
approach across all schools effectively”, followed
by two objectives, (a) “create a bilingual (English

and Chinese) learning environment through
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implementing the Learning Community
approach", and (b) “work to ensure that Chinese
teaching is effectively integrated into the Learning
Community approach by 2021-2022”. In order to
achieve these goals, a new framework for YCYW

bilingual education is introduced.

What is the definition of YCYW bilingual
education? It is the use of Chinese and English
as media of learning for a student or a group of
students in part or all of the school curriculum.
Through the explicit and purposeful provision of
bilingual learning in various subjects, students
can effectively progress in both Chinese and
English; confidently develop their own identity
as multilingual learners and global citizens,
and achieve their potential for growth and

development.

The new framework has three special
characteristics - it activates three aspects of
language learning; it involves every teacher in
language development; and it is embedded in
Learning Communities. Activating three aspects
of language learning includes learning language,
learning through language and learning about
language. In the first aspect, learners acquire
receptive and productive skills; vocabulary, syntax,
understanding of semantics in meaningful social
interactions; and a broad and deep command
of the language and culture through creative

opportunities.

Apart from learning language, students learn
through language. In this aspect, learners acquire
cognitive academic language proficiency across
a range of curriculum areas; and the ability to
use language as different professionals do - to
name, describe, record, compare, explain, analyse,
design, evaluate and theorize. Lastly, they learn
about language, understanding of how language
is used to convey ideas and acquiring intercultural
awareness through exploration of the literature of
other cultures and acquiring critical metalinguistic
awareness of how texts are constructed to represent

different versions of reality.



Under the new framework, every teacher is
involved in the language development of students.
Language and subject content are linked together
in the learning process. The new framework
is embedded in Learning Communities. It is
centred on problem-solving, engaging flexible
modes of L & T, catering for individual learning
needs, promoting independent learning skills
and fully utilizing on- and off-campus resources.
It uses linguistic resources of all students and
teachers, defines and meets students’ language
as well as cognitive needs, and promotes cultural
understanding through greater linguistic
awareness. Throughout the learning process, there
is flexible and complementary interplay between

the two languages.

To implement the new framework, School
Leadership Team (SLT), teachers and students have
to play their role. SLT provides an environment for
both local and expat teachers to collaborate and an
environment for both Chinese and English to be

used. Through model collaboration, teachers adopt

different roles and plan for the learning needs.
They also need to be open to new approaches.
Students should be respectful of others” and their
own needs, be responsible for their language
learning, make use of own linguistic and cultural
resources and engage in the assessment process.
There is a scale to measure success in the new
framework, including three criteria: students’
performance, program characteristics and

contextual factors.

Curriculum and Professional Development
Division (CPDD) optimized the new framework
through an action research in February. The
educators from CPDD observed classes in some
YCYW schools, reflected on the teaching process
with teachers and utilized the experience to perfect
the new framework. Through this professional
research process, the New Framework for YCYW
Bilingual Education to be implemented next school
year is going to help students’” whole-person
development as well as further consolidate the

leading role of YCYW in the education sector.

BRESEGEEHLFR BEBLEMNEERD
Students can effectively progress in both Chinese and English through Learning Communities

I

'u:-."




AEAR

Reading Is Valuable

SER:-HEPERUHFEHLY (ZF 92
Ba) —F - eERHBNMICEBOA
B rSaRfEw ENBBIZFOAM
RAMECH UBRERFRE - LHERS
BREYBESFNE  ZFHN—ERASES
AMEEEW - AZRY - TAFENAXE
WFEL AREZFEPEBRELRARETEAR
e TREFRETBPEAIL—EE
FERMMRE - EERTEPESEULEY
BRROFG M -

BI] WIAPOJY
STOU;

& > Yy B

e

Editor’s Note: Mencius - A Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation, recently published
by Yew Chung Publishing House, attempts to
reinterpret Mencius’s thoughts on human nature,
a people-oriented approach and benevolent
governance, just war, etc by comparing the work
with other Chinese classics and other cultures and
taking note of the spirit of our times. It is hoped
that the young generation who are growing up in
a globalized world can recognize the importance
and significance of Mencius in today’s world.
The book’s preface, printed below, says since
Mencius has had an immense impact on Chinese
culture, an understanding of Mencius can help
readers comprehend more of the fundamental
orientations and values of Chinese culture, and

even grasp Chinese socio-political development.
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Exploring Contemporary
Significance of Mencius
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Cover of Mencius - A Modern Translation and Contemporary Interpretation
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As a representative figure of Confucian thought,
Mencius is often placed alongside Confucius.
While there have been numerous other successors
to Confucius’s way of thinking, from his seventy
disciples to Zi Si and from Xunzi to Dong
Zhongshu, it is Mencius who among the early
renowned Confucian scholars made the most
significant contributions to the school of thought;
and, withstanding the test of the time, it is he who
stands out and has acquired the honor of being
known as the “second Sage.” Such recognition
by later generations results from his regenerative
and innovative interpretation of Confucianism.
It has resonated with the spirit of different times,
captured the feelings and logic of humanity, and
expressed the ultimate values cherished by the
human mind. Confucian scholars in the Song
dynasty grouped Mencius’s writing together with
The Analects, Zhong Yung and Da Xue as the “Four
Books,” classics which have helped shape the
minds of scholars since the Song. Thus, knowing
the thought of Mencius will help us understand
an important aspect of the Chinese tradition.
Zhu Xi, Lu Jiuyuan, as well as Wang Yangming,
whether they were from the Li (principle) school,
Xin (heart) school or Qi (vital energy) school, were
all inspired by Mencius’s thought. Contemporary
neo-Confucian scholars like Feng Youlan, Xiong
Shili, Tang Chuni and Mou Zongsan all dedicated
themselves to continuing and reviving the
Confucian tradition handed down by Confucius

and Mencius.

If we were to go back to Mencius’s time and
consider the context of his dialogues, we would
be able to see that he was not an armchair scholar
contemplating in his study alone; instead,
we would find a forceful prophet revealing
unequivocally to people (in particular those in

power) the predicament of the time, in the hope of



awakening their consciences. Mencius lived in the
Warring States period, a time that was marked by
serious conflict between vassal states: every state
sought to become rich and powerful so that it could
annex other states, rather than be annexed itself.
The states exploited their own people, waged wars
against other states, destroyed cities and citadels,
and in the process took the lives of countless
numbers of citizens. The rulers cared only for their
own pleasure while putting their people’s lives in
grave peril. The Warring State period was much
more difficult and unstable than the earlier Spring
and Autumn period during which Confucius lived.
To reduce the suffering brought about by the wars,
Mencius tried to convince the rulers to implement
benevolent governance (also known as kingly
governance) and to treat people well. He realized
that it was useless to try to persuade change in
rulers who cared only about their own interests by
using lofty moral principles, so he turned to talk
about the “big interest” and sought to arouse their
“big-hearted feelings.” The “interest” he promoted
to them was “to become the king of the world.”
Mencius persuaded the rulers to implement “kingly
governance” so as to win the hearts of the people,
explaining that if the people became rich, the state
would become more powerful and unification of
the world would seamlessly follow. Mencius also
expounded in detail on specific measures of kingly
governance, such as “sharing the joy with people,”
using the “field system of a hundred mus,” as well
as describing the skills needed in raising chickens
and in silk production. In order to encourage
the rulers to implement benevolent governance,
Mencius liked to use historical examples to
illustrate how benevolent rule could replace
tyranny, such as how King Tang of Shang took
over Xia and King Wu of Zhou took over Shang.

Since Mencius recognized that talking of “big
interests” alone would not convince the rulers to
change their ways, he also appealed to their “big-
hearted feelings,” that is, to our shared human
compassion. In Mencius’s writing we find several
examples, like King Xuan of Qi who refused to

witness the killing of an ox, or the neighbor who
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wouldn’t stand by and
let someone else’s child
drown in a well, to show
us that Mencius liked to
demonstrate the intrinsic
goodness of human nature,
the shared compassion

and empathy humans

possess, and their altruistic
disposition. This type of goodness is an intuitive
response and does not involve any calculation of
subsequent interests. If we nurture our goodness
well and develop our compassion, we will be
able to cultivate our virtues and become a moral
gentleman. If we can extend our goodness to
benefit others and are willing to serve others in
our duties, then we will be able to become a sage.
If a king can become a sage, then he will achieve
the status of sage kings such as Yao, Shun, Yu,
Tang, King Wen of Zhou and King Wu of Zhou.
Mencius grasped every opportunity to persuade
those in power, such as King Xuan of Qi, to
implement benevolent governance, emphasizing
that if only they could tap into even a little of their
“benevolent heart,” they would be able to put

kingly governance into practice.

Confucius saw “benevolence” as the most
outstanding virtue. Mencius, however, considered
that “benevolence” and “righteousness” (or
“justice,” depending on the context) were
commonly inseparable. This may have come about
from the urgency of upholding “righteousness”
(viz. in attitudes towards others and neighboring
states) because of the dreadful tumult of the
Warring States period, or it may reflect the
influence of Mohism on Mencius, whereby he
valued righteousness as much as benevolence,
and linked the two. Mencius was confident that
as long as the rulers sought to develop their four
nascent, or budding, senses and were willing to
put benevolent governance into practice, they
would succeed and gain power. An inability to
put benevolent governance into practice resulted
not from incompetence, but rather from an

unwillingness to try. Mencius claimed that once



the ruler followed his own
benevolent heart, he would
be able to exercise benevolent
governance and become the
king of the world. This line of
thinking shows an approach of

direct inference.

Mencius’s way of encouraging

benevolent governance by
appealing directly to the benevolent heart of a ruler
is typical of classical moral political philosophy (the
type of thought that existed in the West). However,
politics functions with its own logic. As seen from
the military action of King Qi against Yan, the “just
war” ideal based on the “battle of benevolence
against malevolence” as advocated by Mencius
was distorted: the war did not bring any good to
the people of Yan, neither did it make King Qi the
“sage king” who would “manage the world”; nor
did it make the troops of Qi become “an army of

benevolence and righteousness.”

According to the “just war” theory of Mencius,
the king who follows the Way can fight against
tyrannical rulers on the grounds of righteousness
and save people from turmoil (similar to
“humanitarian intervention” of today). But what
are the criteria of a “just war”? The criteria that
Mencius gave (such as to bring peace and order
to a rival state, and after annexation, support
the new ruler in establishing authority, prevent
damage to ancestral temples and withdraw troops
in a timely way, etc.) were not enough to stop the
greed of victorious states. Furthermore, it was not
uncommon for actual outcomes to be at odds with
the initial good intentions. As a result, damage
resulting from a “just war” was often no less than
that of an unjust one. In later generations, wars
were waged in the name of a “just war” so as to
emphasize their moral clause. It has become a
historical norm for countries to fight against others,
regardless of the outcome, in the name of “an army

of benevolence and righteousness.”
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In order to convince rulers to put benevolent
governance into practice, Mencius called on their
heart of compassion and the unbearable feeling
caused by witnessing suffering. In order to give
an account of this, Mencius turned to human
nature: human beings are by nature good. We can
see that Mencius shared the same thinking with
Zhong Yong, as in: “What heaven ordains is called
‘intrinsic nature,” the actualization of the intrinsic
nature is called ‘the Way,” the embodiment of the
Way through self-edification is called ‘nurturance.’
” Human nature is bestowed by heaven, and all
we need to do is to develop the good bestowed
to its fullest extent so that we can realize the Way
of heaven and make the world a better one. This
sort of perspective can be compared with natural
law (law of human nature) put forward in the
West in medieval times. This claimed that God has
imprinted rules in our nature (mind) with which
we can regulate our lives and our relationship
with others, such as doing good and avoiding evil,
managing self-preservation and procreation, not
offending others without a reason, being willing to
learn, etc. Yet if this is the case, how come human
beings can still be so evil? Mencius contended
that the cause lies in the loss of their heart; their
initially pure heart has been tainted and spoiled
by their environment. Therefore, it is the task
of “self-edification” for “the embodiment of the
Way” to put the heart back on the proper path; in
other words, to “seek the missing heart” and bring
conscience home. In the same manner, the ethics
of natural law states that human nature has been
corrupted by “original sin” and hence turned evil.
Some people say Mencius is an optimist. In fact,
Mencius empathized with the terrible sufferings
of his time. He only sounded optimistic in order
to encourage the rulers to realize his ideal of
benevolent governance. “Look, you say you are
not able to put benevolent governance into practice
and every man acts only according to law of the
jungle. Now I tell you this: you are good by nature,
your heart is capable of compassion; if only you
would develop it to the fullest extent, you could
put benevolent governance into practice and unify

the whole world.”



Mencius’s doctrine of intrinsic goodness has
been much debated, but we will not discuss this
in detail here. It is enough to point out that his
doctrine was highly relevant to the problems
he faced in his time: it is not an abstract theory
proposed by an armchair academic. However, the
doctrine was later taken out of its historical context
and discussed as a purely theoretical issue; many
theories were put forward to claim that human
nature is either good, bad, mixed, or neither good
nor bad. Along with these debates, the concepts

”ou

of “nature,” “good” and “benevolence” were
often defined with different criteria and as a result
have caused much confusion and dispute. Among
ancient Chinese thinkers, Mencius was well known
for his people-oriented thought. He accorded
primacy to the life and property of the people,
put the gods of earth and grain second, and the
ruler the last. Mencius saw in the appointment
of a ruler the responsibility of protecting the life
and property of the people. Quoting from Tai Shi,
“Heaven sees what my people see, heaven hears
what my people hear,” he claimed that the choice
of a leader must follow the will of the people,
and that people’s opinions should be taken into
good account. It can be seen that this stance is not
dissimilar to social contract theory or the modern

democratic way of thinking.

At times in history, Mencius was despised by
certain rulers. One was Zhu Yuanzhang of the
Ming dynasty who hated Mencius so much that
some of the more sensitive passages in Mencius
were removed from the work. But the restraints of
the time meant that Mencius was not able to find an
effective way of ensuring rulers would genuinely
serve the people. The only solution he came up
with was to prick their consciences and appeal
to their moral instincts. This was also the case for
ancient philosophers in the West: they, too, were
unable to find effective solutions to curb the abuse
of the “power of rule.” It has only been in modern
times that the separation of power and the electoral
system has provided a way out of the dynastic

cycle that previously saw regime change brought
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about only by violence. Setting
aside fraud and conspiracy,
which seem unavoidable in most
elections, the modern system
avoids the heavy casualties and
unrest that have resulted from
revolutions. Contemporary neo-
Confucian thinkers, based on the
Confucian people-oriented idea,

have tried to chart a route to the

adoption of the Western democratic system.

Today, the ruling Chinese Communist Party
claims to follow the people-oriented thought in its
own way, such as by a meritocratic principle and a
division of labor to achieve balance of power and
good governance, and in doing so implement an
alternative system from the Western one and yet

still win the hearts of the people.

In Mencius there are some passages that are
obscure in meaning and suggestive of mysticism.
Mencius wrote, “I nurture well my boundless vital
energy [qi].” Exactly what this “boundless vital
energy” is and how one can “nurture” qi, Mencius
did not fully explain. Despite this, the coining of
the term “boundless vital energy” gradually forged
a Confucian tradition of qi. When it came into the
hands of Wen Tianxiang, qi became “righteous
vital energy” [zheng qi]. This can be compared
with the Christian tradition of the “Holy Spirit in
history.” Etymologically speaking, “spirit” means
“the wind,” “breath.” Through the Holy Spirit,
God has guided humankind throughout history.
Prophets are people who have been infused with
the Holy Spirit; and the conduct of a good ruler
is guided by the Holy Spirit. Hegel gave the Holy
Spirit the philosophical term “Absolute Spirit,”
and he named the will of God as a “regularity of
history.” At heart, he was talking about teleology,
the doctrine of purpose. Mencius considered that
when “Heaven is about to confer an important
mission to a man,” it will allow his vital energy to
be nurtured and strengthened through hardship.
The distinctive Mencius-style doctrine of destiny
and the theory of disciplining the will contain quite
a few elements that share a similar spirituality with

Hegel.



ki f*'\: A About Mencius

As regards the interpretation
of Mencius, there exist
already an immense number
of works. As our target
readership is the young
generation who are growing
up in a globalized world,

our purpose is to cast fresh

light on the key texts in
Mencius that represent its
salient thoughts and to compare them with both
other Chinese classics and with other cultures. In
the same way as with the other published titles
in the Modern Translation and Contemporary
Interpretation series (The Analects and Laozi and
Zhuangzi), we have tried to interpret Mencius
within the global context of a pluralistic culture
so that readers can recognize the significance and
importance of the work in today’s world. Since
Mencius has had an immense impact on Chinese
culture, an understanding of Mencius can help
readers comprehend more of the fundamental
orientations and values of Chinese culture, and

even grasp Chinese socio-political development.

The book’s content has been designed in a logical
sequence. Starting with Mencius’s proposed
fundamental measure of benevolent governance,
aimed at solving the problems of his time, it
moves on to explain the foundation of benevolent
governance laid in the human heart (compassion,
the unbearable feeling towards suffering, virtues
of benevolence, righteousness, wisdom and
trustworthiness); to offer an account of human
nature in support of compassion (the doctrine of
intrinsic goodness); to discuss the cultivation of
personal virtues (heavenly honors) and the attitude
towards destiny as extraneous to morality; and
lastly, to look into the personality of Mencius (his
aspirations, temperament and commitments). Like
the other titles in the Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation series, this book first
presents the selected text in its original classical
form; this is followed by a translation in plain
language; and the text is then finished with an

analysis and interpretation.

We are indebted to scholars, including Yang Bojun
and Liang Tao, whose works have helped us with

the modern translation of Mencius.
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The Analects - A Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation, first published in
October 2006, was compiled by the Culture
Committee of Yew Chung Education Foundation
to mark the 100th anniversary of the abolition
of the imperial examination system in the late
Qing Dynasty. One hundred and forty items of
this Confucian classic, related to modern life and
work, were selected, provided with an appropriate
interpretation and published in Chinese and
English. In the preface, Chairman of the Culture
Committee Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah says the
objective of the publication “(is to) encourage our
colleagues of different nationalities to read and
study The Analects, so that mutual understanding
between Chinese and foreign cultures can be
advanced, and the common civilization of

humankind can be inherited and developed.”

In 2016, a revised and expanded edition of the
book was published in both conventional and
simplified Chinese, taking into account of changes
in the decade.

After Donald Trump became the president in 2017,

the hawks in the US have launched a new cold war

against China, pushing the two countries towards
the Thucydides Trap. Suppression of the rising
China by the US and other Western countries can
be considered as a sign of anxiety out of the fear
for the ending of Western hegemony over the
world (asserted by French President Emmanuel
Marcon). In view of the development, there is the
need to enhance dialogue and tolerance among

civilizations.

China’s successful beating of COVID-19 pandemic
and subsequent lifting of economy is a reflection of
the country’s good governance which is rooted in
Chinese culture. As confidence in one’s culture is
fundamental to building one’s nation, the Chinese

should strengthen and promote their own culture.

Keeping pace with the times, the Culture
Committee sees fit to update the revised and
expanded edition of the book. For the sake of
convenience, the new edition will be pocket-size
and the Chinese content and its English translation
will be separated into two booklets but put
together as one pack. The edition is scheduled for

publication in 2021.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means “people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of “unity of nature and man’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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