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A Lesson from and Reflections on the Pandemic
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The coronavirus has attacked humans indiscriminately regardless of region, social class or age, causing
deaths. Because of the decease of their seniors and even peers, youngsters have to face the issue of “death”
earlier than normal. To deal with it in an inappropriate way, people may not only have their mental health
affected in a short term, but may also incur problems for life. In view of this, Yew Chung and Yew Wah
schools on mainland China during the pandemic organized a study project about philosophy concerning
death in different cultures to allow students to explore this “major event of life”. The report of this project,
carried in this issue of MBWY, sums up the feelings of the participating students as “cherish life and live in
the present moment”. Perhaps this is a precious lesson that the COVID-19 pandemic has taught humans.
This issue also runs articles, contributed by persons who have lived on the mainland, in New York, Germany
and Israel, discussing their experiences of and reflections on various aspects of the pandemic in these places

which are quite thought-provoking.

Living Learning Culture and Education Company Limited, affiliated to this Group, has recently published
two books - A Turning Point in 300 Years: How China and US Respond and Key Modern Concepts in Translation
- Divergence or Convergence? Though the two differ greatly in contents, they converge on the question of
how China responds to a turning point in the recent 300 years with the ending of Western hegemony over
the world - the former regarding governance and the latter culture. This MBWY issue prints the preface or

editor’s note of the books to let readers have a grasp of the publications” intents.
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Nil Chen, Chief Writer, New Media Division,

Hong Kong Yew Wah International Education Foundation
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The newly formed Yew Chung and Yew Wah reporter group
explores the philosophy of life
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New Media Division organizes workshops for the student reporters
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Zhang Mingming, a nurse working at a hospital in Wuhan
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China’s Qingming Festival which mourns the dead
took on a special significance this year amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. The New Media Department
of Hong Kong Yew Wah International Education
Foundation came up with a project to study “death
and life”. Students across Yew Chung and Yew
Wah schools were recruited as reporters to do
interviews regarding the topic. Eleven of them,
divided into groups, talked to a philosopher, a
writer, a nurse, a charity leader and a teacher
separately to find out their experiences and

perceptions about death and life.

Through the project, the students not only
experienced the challenges and sense of
accomplishment of reporters, but also gained a
deeper understanding of various professional

fields and how the practitioners live their lives.

One participant Nancy said, “This event is not only
an exploration of the proposition of death and life,
but also a self-reflection of the issue, training of
critical thinking. That we dare to explore life and

death itself is a great progress.”

Through this reporting exercise, the students
presented many touching stories, and at the same
time learnt to cherish life and live in the present

moment.
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ERETHXBEBE (FER)
The author sends her young daughter (right) to their native
village in western Guangdong (photo by the author)
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Disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic in life and
work, the author has tried to make sense of it. At
the beginning of the outbreak, the author sent her
young daughter and mother-in-law to their native
village in western Guangdong deemed to be safer,
causing a feeling of separation forever. To the
author, the row about the pandemic has added to
the uneasiness at conflicts between China and the
outside world over issues regarding Hong Kong,
Taiwan, trade war with the US, etc. Often China
is on defense as outsiders use "System 1" mode of
thought which is fast, instinctive and emotional
to judge the country’s policies. China itself tends
to use "System 2" mode which is slower, more
deliberative, and more logical to work out its
doings, but they are largely misrepresented abroad.
Take the pandemic for example. Tough measures
such as city-wide lockdown have been criticized as
violations of human rights while the fact of having

saved a lot of lives has been neglected.

The author and her husband later also returned to
the village where she found in an old book shop a
copy of Albert Camus’s The Plague and read it the
second time right there. Though painting a dismal
picture during the plague, the book doesn’t give
up on hope provided there is love. Despite all the
difficulties, the author finds the book’s message
still true today and there is light at the end of the

tunnel.

RhiE: FRE (RIEWR) SiRKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member

FERERLBEEZFEREF (HRAERE)
"Walking together in a storm" calligraphy written by the author's
colleague, Wong Wai-kwok (photo by Wong Wai-kwok)
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New Yorkers have picnics at parks when the pandemic is ebbing (photo by the author)
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Proud New Yorkers like to call the city the center
of the universe. Often, it is difficult to measure
such centrality. But by March 2020, New York City
did in one quantifiable way become the center -
only the wrong and miserable kind - as it became
the epicenter of the global COVID-19 pandemic.
Around late March, the New York City region
alone accounted for about five per cent of the
global confirmed COVID-19 cases, and close to
half of all confirmed cases in the United States. The
once-bustling metropolis turned into a ghost town
by the stay-at-home order. Never had Time Square,
Wall Street, Grand Central Terminal, or any other
landmark that one can think of been so empty, and

empty for months.

Like many cities in the Western Hemisphere, New
York City was initially underprepared for the
pandemic. Even as news about how the pandemic

was unravelling in many Asian cities were on
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TV constantly, and the New York State and City
officials were issuing warnings about the inevitable
arrival of COVID-19, many New Yorkers appeared

determined to continue their life business-as-usual.

The month of February was especially curious.
By then, the World Health Organization already
declared COVID-19 as a Public Health Emergency
of International Concern, i.e. "an extraordinary
event which is determined to constitute a public
health risk to other States through the international
spread of disease and to potentially require a
coordinated international response." Confirmed
cases were rising rapidly in parts of the world, first
in Asia, followed by Europe. However, there was
no confirmed case in the whole of New York State,
not until March 1 when the first case was confirmed
- a woman who had recently traveled back to New
York City from Iran. The zero confirmed case in

February was however misleading as it turned out




that there were stringent requirements for getting
tested for COVID-19. As a result, there were very
limited testing, and the zero case count gave the

city population a somewhat false sense of security.

The inaction of much of the general public also
likely resulted from the fact that the City - unlike
many Asian cities - has no recent experience
of an epidemic/pandemic. Neither SARS nor
H1IN1 - even at their peaks - affected the City
in a noticeable way. To many New Yorkers, a
virus outbreak is something that only happens
somewhere far away. It was easy for some to
think that it is something that can happen in
Asian countries that - with some exceptions - still
generally have lower income levels, but not in New
York which is supposed to have some of the finest

hospitals and medical experts in the world.

Not surprisingly, the Asian population of the
City was among the first to get prepared for
the pandemic. While much of the City was still
carrying on as usual, many of my Asian friends
and colleagues were already loading up supplies,
such as face masks and hand sanitizers, in late
January. There was reporting on shopping frenzy
in Asian markets and some major supermarkets
such as Costco where Asians frequent, when other
parts of the City saw no similar hecticness. Based
on my casual observation, Asians were more likely
to wear masks at the early phase of the pandemic.
However, such advanced preparedness sometimes
caused troubles - the City witnessed multiple
incidences when Asians faced harassment or
even assault in the public simply because people
thought these face coverings suggested the Asian
individuals had COVID-19. Unfortunately, such
incidences also led many Asians, me included, to

not put on masks early on in fear of being targeted.

Once the first case in New York State was
confirmed, however, the situation quickly
unraveled and public sentiment rapidly shifted.
The confirmed cases spiked, from zero daily case at
the beginning of March to over 6000 daily cases in
a month’s time. Daily COVID-19 related deaths hit

a peak of almost 600 in early April. There was city-
wide panic buying as people began to realize the
severity of the situation. Similar to what happened
earlier in Asia and Europe, toilet papers, sanitary
products and some daily essentials became very
difficult to acquire everywhere in the City. The
public health system in New York turned out to
be not fully prepared for a virus outbreak of such
scale, and that inadequacy was accentuated by the
seemingly slow and uncoordinated responses at

the national level.

While COVID-19 makes the entire city population
suffer, some were hit harder than the others.
For example, among the five boroughs of New
York City, there is a significant gap of COVID-19
infection rate between the poorest borough -
the Bronx - and the wealthiest one - Manhattan,
which can be attributed to the differences in
terms of housing situation (density, and sanitary
conditions), number and quality of medical
facilities, and occupations (how much of the
borough population can work from home), among
others. The pandemic illustrates vividly the grim
inequality situation of the City - across districts
and race groups, which would likely worsen as
those on the wrong side of the economic divide are
also less prepared in absorbing the adverse effects
of the pandemic on both the health and economic

fronts.

The silver lining of the pandemic situation in

New York City is that since reaching the peak

People dine at the outdoor seating while indoor
dining is still banned (photo by the author)
B(FEER)
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in late March/early April, it has been gradually
improving, relative to many other parts of the US.
Face covering has become commonplace and basic
precautionary measures such as social distancing
have been widely practiced, unlike some other
parts of the country. Much of it has to do with the
strict public health mandates that the New York
State and City governments imposed, including
mandatory face covering. People’s adherence to
the mandate is partly driven by their first-hand
experience, with the City being devastated at the
initial phases of the pandemic in the US. It is also
reinforced by the clear and regular communication
from the authority about the COVID-19 situation.
This notably included the daily televised briefing
by the New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo,
whose relatable, yet no-nonsense style gathered
a loyal group of audience from New York and

beyond.

Some national politics are also likely at play here.
With President Donald Trump initially being
reluctant to support face covering or even to fully
acknowledge the severity of the epidemiological
situation, it appeared to have some negative
influences on how proactive states headed by
Republican governors were at introducing
aggressive containment measures. There is perhaps
little surprise that a state such as New York that
is relative free of such influence is doing better in

recovering from the pandemic.

As the pandemic continues, the stability of the
situation in New York inspires some confidence
that life in the City can resume some normalcy,
but perhaps not by much. While New Yorkers
pride themselves on being unfazed by the daily
aggravations of living in a chaotic city, on never
being surprised by anything, and on their ability
to survive through crises - 911 in 2001, the global
financial crisis in 2008, and Hurricane Sandy in
2012, to name some of the most recent ones -
and coming out of them stronger, the COVID-19
pandemic has proved to be unlike any of these

previous crises in many ways.
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Much anxiety therefore exists about how the
City will manage the pandemic in the future. A
case in point is the discussion about when and
how schools should reopen this fall. The City
officials struggled to provide fully satisfactory
solutions that balanced the need of providing
proper education to the City’s students, and
thereby relieving parents of the responsibility to
homeschool, against the public health concern of

teachers, school staff, and students.

With the largest public school system in the
country, the progress of New York City in
reopening school will certainly attract national
attention. Positive measures could be replicated,
and any misstep will be reported elsewhere.
The same could be said about the City’s other
COVID-19 responses. This could perhaps be an
opportunity for New Yorkers to show the rest of
the world our resilience and that the City can make
a legitimate case for claiming the title “center of the

universe” - this time for the right reason.
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People line up to enter a supermarket in Berlin (photo by the author)
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) arrived
in Germany between February and March, but
neither the German government nor the public
then paid much attention to this pandemic. Most
people lived like before until a big virus outbreak
in Nordrhein-Westfalen, the most-populous state

of the country.

Unlike the neighboring France, Germany has not
treated the fight against the pandemic as a war.
However, handling of the pandemic in Germany
has appeared to be quite messy. It had taken almost
two months to debate whether citizens should
wear a mask in public areas before the government
made a decision. Even though the government has
now urged people to wear masks, some of them

still do not do so.

For Germany, COVID-19 is not just a public health
issue, but also a moral one. Since every human
life is worth to be saved and human dignity
is unimpeachable, according to the German
constitution, Basic Law, the government should do
their best to save life, but at the same time should
not do anything that will violate human dignity.

It is why the German leaders reacted so slowly at

TR

the beginning of the outbreak, having to take many

factors into consideration.

Though the measures regarding the pandemic
look humane, some German citizens are opposed
to them. These citizens refuse to wear a mask
in the public and condemn the government for
using the pandemic as an excuse to take away
their freedom. In Berlin where this author has
lived, there have been demonstrations against
the lockdown and other measures. The situation
has become paradoxical - on the one hand, the
government wants to stop the pandemic, thus the
need for strong measures; on the other hand, the
government wants to maintain people’s freedom,

thus no policy that may infringe on their rights.

The dilemma between pandemic-control and
freedom has proved to be a difficult matter for
Germany. To stop the pandemic requires self-
discipline and solidarity with one another. At
the time this article was finished, the infection
cases in Germany were on the increase again. The
German government and people have to use their

rationality to solve the dilemma.

HMAEXBNEEEERRARHKEEEERY  EUFHER (FEHR)
A library at Humboldt University of Berlin reopens with the seats inside still sealed (photo by the author)




15 R 55 25

2@ sl E e
mmm_

)# % %(Mlndl ?5)

Only a few people appear at downtown Jerusalem during the pandemic (photo by Mindi)
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People wearing masks protest against the

right-wing government (photo by Mindji)
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Having lived and studied in Israel for three years,
I always felt welcomed and accepted there. I was
therefore incredibly shocked when I heard about
and experienced discriminatory acts towards
Asians when the Coronavirus Disease began to
break out in the Jewish State. As I walked on
the streets of Jerusalem, certain people would
scream, run away, cover their nose in disgust
or take pictures of me, while others would look
on indifferently. Some might wonder, with their
tragic memory of the Holocaust, shouldn’t Israelis
be more sensitive to “racial discrimination”?
Indeed, I have encountered Jewish people who
compassionately shared how the Holocaust
had taught them to reach out to the weak and
persecuted. Nevertheless, discrimination is most
often created by fear, ignorance and hostility of
individuals and could happen anywhere in the
world. In the case of Israel, its tortuous history

makes things a little more complicated.

The State of Israel, established in 1948 and
proclaimed as a “Jewish State”, includes people
of various ethnicities and origins. But non-
Jewish people have often felt discriminated,
and in addition the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
has generated serious racial tension. Israelis
themselves have highly diversified opinions and
feelings towards the issue of racial discrimination.
For instance, there are extremists such as certain
supporters of Beitar Jerusalem football club, who
are notorious for their “death to Arabs” chants. But
there are also those who find racial discrimination
completely intolerable and strive for its elimination.
The Jews in Israel can be divided into numerous
groups according to ethnic origin and religious
tradition. Minority groups of Jews such as those
from Ethiopia also suffer from discrimination.
Their Jewish identity was questioned in the past,
and at times they do not feel welcomed in the only

“Jewish State” in the world.
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“Who is a Jew?” has long been a fundamental
question concerning Israeli identity. After all, the
Jews are considered the “chosen people” of God,
which could be both a high honor and a source of
controversy and persecution. In fact, the Jews often
say they did not choose to be the “chosen people”.
Similarly, I could not choose my ethnicity or
predict whether I would be “discriminated” again
in the future, but my experience and exploration of
the fascinating stories of various ethnic groups in
Israel taught me to listen to their different voices

with a humble heart.

MABERNERMEL, RWARAKFTARKRITR (EFEE)
A Jew student volunteer plays guitar to cheer up an
Arab patient at a hospital (photo by the author)
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Editor’s Note: A Turning Point in 300 Years: How
China and US Respond, published lately by Living
Learning Culture and Education Company
Limited, gives a rich discussion and critical
analysis of various aspects of the turning point in
history. The book’s preface, printed below, says
how the world’s No. 1 and No. 2 powers deal with

the change will make a great impact on human

well-being.
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Book cover of A Turning Point in 300 Years: How
China and US Respond
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In 2020 the global pandemic of coronavirus has
further tested governance model in countries
throughout the world. At the same time, the US
has spared no effort to repeatedly pressurize China
in a comprehensive way (including sanctions in
response to Beijing imposing the National Security
Law on Hong Kong) after launching a trade war.
The world’s No. 1 and No. 2 powers are falling into
the Thucydides's Trap. In the tense competition
with the West, China has taken proactive measures,
including promulgation of the Civil Code in May,
2020, to promote good governance. The attacks by
the US and other Western countries on China can
be considered as a sign of anxiety out of the fear for
the ending of Western hegemony over the world
(asserted by French President Emmanuel Macron).
How the world’s two largest economies respond to
the turning point in the recent 300 years will make

a great impact on human well-being.
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The poster of A Turning Point in 300 Years: How China and US Respond
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Explore Key Modern Concepts
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Editor's Note: Key Modern Concepts in
Translation — Divergence or Convergence? ,
published recently by Living Learning Culture
and Education Company Limited, examines the
formation of China’s key modern concepts in
which their translation between the Chinese and
Western languages plays a part, and discusses
how these concepts influence China’s modern
thought system. The book’s Editor’s Note, printed
below, says it is hoped that the publication can
prompt traditional Chinese culture and foreign

cultures to learn from each other.
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Talking about modern key concepts such as
freedom, rule of law and privacy, many Chinese
can speak with fervor and assurance. However,
where have these concepts come from? Do they
exist in traditional Chinese culture? If yes, do
they mean the same today as when they were first
used? If not, how have they grown from traditional
Chinese culture? And how do these key concepts,
as they are understood and used nowadays,
influence the modern thinking of China? This book

studies and tries to answer these questions.

This book divides key concepts of modern China
into three scopes - politics and economics;
philosophy, science and religion; humanities,
arts and others. It also groups the concepts under
three themes - universal values, state system and
humanities. The book traces the concepts’ origins
in traditional Chinese culture (including the
thoughts of philosophers in pre-Qin period) and
their evolutions afterwards so as to examine their
differences and linkages with the foreign concepts.
The book extends to compare the Chinese culture
with the Western culture (mainly reflected in
translations) in recent times, and in the process
explains how the translation and use of these
concepts influence China’s modern thought system.
Each essay in the book discusses one concept;
however, some also cover related concepts. The
essays review a wide range of Chinese and foreign
materials, cite authoritative literature, and discuss
the concepts’ past and present in clarifying their
origins. It is hoped that this effort can prompt
traditional Chinese culture and foreign cultures
to learn from each other. At a time when the
Western cultural hegemony in the recent 300 years
is beginning to decline, mutual learning between

different cultures takes on a special significance.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs magazine of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means “people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of “unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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