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Newly released Outline Development Plan for the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area aims to make
the Greater Bay Area a dynamic world-class city cluster. The policy of the Greater Bay Area is an outcome
of the further development of the 40-year-old reform and opening up of the country. In order to make the
Greater Bay Area an internationally competitive innovation and technology hub, there must be an increase in
investment in education and adoption of more advanced concepts. Yew Chung and Yew Wah foundations,
with their headquarters in Hong Kong, wish to contribute to the educational development of the Greater
Bay Area. Recently, a group of Guangdong provincial and municipal education officials visited Yew Chung
and Yew Wah schools in Shanghai and Zhejiang. The Guangdong education leaders hope to introduce high-
quality schools to enhance the educational level in the region. In Hong Kong, to mark the 40th anniversary
of reform and opening up of the country, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute held a cocktail reception at
the end of last year and it will hold seminars on the experience of reform and opening up of the country.
The cover feature “Planning for the Future” of this issue of MBWY reports on the trip by the Guangdong
education authorities and the celebratory event of the 40th anniversary of the reform and opening up of the
country. The feature also includes an article about Yew Chung and Yew Wah administrative staff’s study

visit to hotel management schools in Switzerland.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Cantonese opera being inscribed onto the UNESCO's Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. Another feature in this issue of MBWY is about this
cultural treasure, explaining its origin, characteristics and humanity value. It also includes an interview
of a Yew Chung staff member who is a keen advocate of Cantonese opera, and discusses how to promote

traditional Chinese culture through Cantonese opera in an international education setting.
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Héien Fu_GeneralManager of YWEM, Guangzhou
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Visitors and Yew Chung and Yew Wah administrators
have a discussion at YCIS Shanghai
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Dr Xu Xuejun (second right), Board Director of Yew Wah
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Their first stop was YWIES Shanghai Lingang.
Its first-class sanitation standard and multi space
design highlight the school’s delicate management
style. Started three years ago, the school provides

quality education in the Free Trade Area.

At YCIS Shanghai Gubei, located at Shanghai’s
prime location, its management team has utilized
every inch of the campus. Through constant and
careful maintenance, the campus facilities remain

top-notch.

YCIS Shanghai Ronghua, adopting the “Learning
Community” concept, has created a flexible,
interactive and friendly teaching, learning and
activity space. The comfortable and natural learning
atmosphere and student care met with the guests’

approval.

YWIES Tongxiang adopts a garden-style design
with glass corridors running through the buildings,
a modern swimming pool, an auditorium and
student residences. Although being a new school,
Yew Wah's long history and experience are

manifest in many areas.

Yew Chung and Yew Wah executives and Co-
Principals introduced to the guests the groups’

history, philosophy, vision and pedagogy.

The Guangdong education leaders were interested
to know whether Yew Chung and Yew Wah
could set up schools in their districts. They hope

FEBERRR(Z- )REENETHLEBETRERTHONE
Zhu Chaohua (first left), Deputy Director of the Department of Education of
Guangdong Province, listens to an introduction of YCIS Shanghai Ronghua

to introduce high-quality schools to enhance

In October 2018, a group of 15 people from
Guangdong provincial and municipal education
authorities visited Yew Chung and Yew Wah
schools in Shanghai and Zhejiang.

Through the tours, the schools demonstrated their
forward-looking educational philosophy, high-
standard operation and high-quality management,

impressing deeply the visitors.

the educational level in the region. As a pioneer
and innovator in international education, Yew
Chung and Yew Wah are committed to promoting
the development of China, including education
development in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macau Greater Bay Area.

WEE - BNH (RiewR) BRE<

English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (PRI) and
Hong Kong Vision Project held a cocktail reception
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of reform and
opening up of the country and commemorate
the 23rd anniversary of the Institute and the 3rd
anniversary of the Project at the HKEX Connect
Hall on November 13, 2018. The Chief Executive
of the HKSAR, Mrs Carrie Lam, the Director of the
Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government
in the HKSAR, Mr Wang Zhimin, and the Deputy
Commissioner of the Commissioner’s Office of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the HKSAR, Mr

Yang Yirui were invited.

Accredited by the HKSAR Government for one of
the events of the celebration of the 40th anniversary
of the reform and opening up of the country, the
cocktail reception welcomed more than 300 guests,
including government officials, members of the

Executive Council and Legislative Council, consul

BHEAAEE(A)PEZBEFEIFHTEN "HHFEL .
Mr Jasper Tsang (right) shares President Xi Jinping's “four hopes” for Hong Kong
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Professor Paul Yip says the development of the country and

Hong Kong is like taking care of a hatching egg

generals of different countries, representatives of

various societies and business communities.

Professor Paul Yip, the Chairman of the Institute
in his address said that it has been the endeavor
of the Institute to contribute to “One Country,
Two Systems” and the “reform and opening
up” since its establishment in 1995. He believes
that the Institute is obligated to contribute to the
development of the country and Hong Kong,
which is like taking care of a hatching egg. As the
saying goes — “If an egg is broken by an outside
force, life ends; if it is broken by an inside force, life

begins. Great things always begin from the inside.”

Mrs Carrie Lam, the Chief Executive of the HKSAR
said that Hong Kong should play a more active
role in contributing to the country by collective
efforts, capitalized upon the advantage of “One
Country, Two Systems”, alongside with the fact
that the reform and opening up is entering into a

new era and embarking on a new chapter.

Mr Jasper Tsang, the Vice Chairman of the Institute
shared Chinese President Xi Jinping's “four hopes”
for Hong Kong: “President Xi wished that we
could be more active in fostering international
interactions among people of different countries
and sharing the success story of ‘One Country,
Two Systems’ in Hong Kong, which requires us
to summarize our past experiences and bring it to
a theoretical level. Therefore, I believe President
Xi has imposed a very challenging yet important

mission for the Institute and the Project.”

WHE : BER FRLRMARMARE

English translation:
Howard Ching, PRI Intern
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GIHE's simulation classroom
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GIHE's simulation classroom
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Through a study tour of Switzerland’s hotel
management schools last August organized by
Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of Yew
Wah Education Management Co. and Dr Betty
Chan Po-king, CEO & School Supervisor of Yew
Chung Education Foundation, group members
broadened their horizons and learnt a good
lifestyle can be acquired and shaped through

education. Below are my personal reflections.

1. Internationalized Positioning
All three hotel management schools we visited

have their distinctive “internationalization”
and “globalization” positioning, which can be
contributed to Switzerland’s national conditions,
people’s identity with the international community
and world-renowned hospitality brand. They
attract and accept young talents throughout
the world. Their graduates gain international

recognition and can adapt to global trends.

2. Science and Art of Hospitality

After listening to the introduction of the three
schools, I realized that “hospitality” is more than
“serving people”, but pursuing and shaping
life quality. The school programs cover finance,
marketing, entrepreneurship, politics, economics,
humanity, social sciences and environmental
sciences. Digital and intelligent technology are
applied to the subject. They value innovation and
set new standards for hotel management, which

become their tradition and strength.

3. Systematic and Flexible Curriculum
I was impressed with International Management

Institute's (IMI) small but beautiful campus, Ecole
hoteliere de Lausanne's (EHL)historical atmosphere

and Glion’s practical yet innovative style, and I

IMINI5HE R RERIE

IMI's beautiful campus

found their curriculums share similarities. First,
they emphasize both practice and theory which are
based on the management of vocational education.
Second, they provide a systematic and complete
curriculum to nurture international talents. Third,
the modularization of curriculum allows student
to freely pursue their interest; combined online
and offline learning makes learning flexible, and
abundant internship opportunities help students

accumulate working experience.

INTERNA YII'.‘I'II
CULINARY INSTITUTE
)

FRREFEL (P))MEEELR ()R IMIKREERR

Dr Betty Chan (middle) and Professor Paul Yip (right)
exchange gifts with an IMI's representative

4. Attention to Details
We noticed that each school attended to details and

arranged carefully every part of the tour including
the venue, agenda, reception staff and routes.
Although EHL was in the middle of holiday,
its CEO Mr Rochat welcomed us in person, and
guided us through the visit. Glion Institute of
Higher Education set up simulation classrooms
with mock front desks, bars and cafes for students

to practice.

5. Conclusion
The trip has given us inspiration for life education

and insight about work and management.
Professor Yip told us “not to be served but to
serve”; we are encouraged not only to serve
institutions and schools with modesty, but society

with strong will.

WEiE : ANH (RiewR) BE<

English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBWY Intern
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Legend of the White Snake is staged at YCIS Hong Kong
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Jessica Yeung often takes part in performances

At an event on January 31, 2019 held in Yew Chung
International School of Hong Kong (YCIS Hong
Kong) to celebrate Chinese New Year, Deputy
Head of Human Resources Division Jessica Yeung
and Year 10 student Gloria Siet together staged
a performance of Cantonese opera, Legend of the
White Snake. In the writer's memory, it was the first
performance of such kind at the campus of YCIS

Hong Kong.

YCIS and its sister Yew Wah International
Education Schools on the mainland attach
importance to the teaching of Chinese, provide
China Studies Course and encourage exploration
of the indigenous culture of the places where the
schools are located. As Hong Kong is in the sphere
of Lingnan culture, of which Cantonese opera is
a vital ingredient, it is worthwhile for YCIS Hong

Kong to promote this local art.
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Ms Yeung is an ardent promoter of Cantonese
opera. She not only often takes part in
performances in Hong Kong, but also participates
in activities in the nearby Guangdong province to

promote the opera.

It was her close encounter with the
tsunami at Thailand in 2004 while

holidaying there made Ms
Yeung engage earnestly with
something she loves apart from
work. She chose Cantonese
opera to which she had felt
attached since her secondary

years.

Ms Yeung believes that Cantonese opera still has
its value in Hong Kong where there are so many
other attractions. “Traditional morals, such as
loyalty, filial piety, chastity and righteousness,
embodied in Cantonese opera should have
moralizing effects on students and young people,”
she said. She added that Cantonese opera can help
practitioners cultivate their mind, relieve their
stress, co-operate better with others. “In other
words, it can help enhance practitioners’ soft

power,” she said.

). ‘
BRENEE (S

Jessica Yeung's Chinese paintings

In an international education setting, like YCIS
and YWIES whose motto includes “aligning with
art and culture”, Ms Yeung said, “Knowing
more about Cantonese opera, which is on a par
with Western opera, students can increase their

understanding of Chinese culture.”
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Advertisement of Snow in June
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Cantonese opera, according to researcher Mak Siu-
ha, could be traced to Airs of 15 States in The Book
of Songs. Although Cantonese opera is a local art
form, it has inherited the humanistic tradition of

Confucianism and carried a historical mission.

The development of Cantonese opera was related
to revolutionary movements in recent times when
actors who rebelled against the Qing government

fled to Guangdong and spread the opera art.

By the 1930s, men and women were still forbidden
to be in the same troupe. From my study of Yam
Kim-fai’s more than 800 stage performances from
1935 to 1964, I found she with others staged many
all-female performances. During the Sino-Japanese
War, many famous opera actors and scriptwriters
fled to Hong Kong and Macau and continued to

oppose the Japanese invasion.

Inheriting Chinese literature, many of Cantonese
opera’s titles came from those of poetry of the Tang
and Song dynasties, and zaju (poetic drama set to
music) and chuangi (poetic dramas) of the Ming
and Qing dynasties. The contemporary scriptwriter
Tang Ti-sheng contributed to promoting and
protecting Cantonese opera tradition. He believed
Cantonese opera has a mission, can help shape
customs and educate the public. There are also
some Cantonese operas rearranged from Western

literature, such as East Lynne and Madama Butterfly.

Cantonese opera has been hugely influenced by
Confucianism and preserved Chinese morality.
It advocates virtues of loyalty, filial piety, moral
integrity and righteousness, and it also highlights

justice and patriotism.

Cantonese opera has inherited Lingnan culture and
integrated Chinese and Western cultures to form a
unique style. Hong Kong plays an important role
in promoting Cantonese opera. From the opera, the

younger generation can learn to appreciate history,

(AR &S 52 )
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literature, culture and art, and inherit humanism

and safeguard cultural heritage.
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English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern

0 A W
52 A, 8 /b B 3 37 i
Y L PR R b

BR% 4l Mo 530

RESE—5 R4

ERE |

HECTE #uo
BAKS o Rk

fERfERERERS

800 Rase
2008 2000

LA TR =
G5 BL N R LB

xEm R
Rifxma
FTom EFEZ

C(HBE) ESTIBER 1956 F6 B21 H (EFAR)

Advertisement of Cantonese operas on a Hong Kong newspaper (1956)
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The costume of Cantonese opera is an important element in the performance
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Cantonese opera has become an indelible imprint of Hong Kong's local culture
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Cantonese opera was inscribed onto the UNESCO's Representative
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009
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Cantonese opera is an art form integrating singing
with literature, music, dancing, and costumes and
gestures rich in symbolism. It was included in of
UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity in 2009.

It is generally accepted that Cantonese opera
originated in Yongzheng Emperor’s period of the
Qing dynasty when famous artist Zhang Wu fled
from Beijing to Foshan and established Qionghua
Hall to start his Peking opera teaching. It was the
earliest organization of Cantonese opera. After
that, Foshan is well-known as the hometown of

Cantonese opera.

But others believe that Cantonese opera firstly
appeared in Guangdong and Guangxi during
Jiajing Emperor’s period of the Ming dynasty.

Both aural and visual elements are important in
Cantonese opera. It has a variety of voice types
such as Fang Yan-fen’s “Fong’s tone” and Hong
Xian-nu’s “Hong’s tone”. The musical instruments
used in Cantonese opera are also varied, with more
than 40 kinds. They can be divided into blowpipes,

plucks, strings and percussion.

The costume of Cantonese opera is also an
important element in the performance. For
example, the "Ling wearing" and the "bead
embroidery" with Lingnan characteristics suit

different performance needs.

Cantonese opera has become an indelible imprint
of Hong Kong's local culture. The public should

cherish and promote this local art.

BEFRALBERES

The musical instruments used in Cantonese opera are varied
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From September 20 to 25, 2018, Culture Committee
and Human Resources Division of Yew Chung
and Yew Wah foundations organized annual
“Chinese Culture and Society Study Tour” for the
newly joined Western Co-Principals, teachers and
administrative staff. Participants learnt traditional
Chinese Culture, Chinese way of thinking and
expectations of Chinese parents concerning their
children’s academic performance and thereby
achieve more effective collaboration between the
Chinese and Western teachers and better teaching
work. We had richer contents this year with the
newly added elements like Taijiquan and the
learning of Chinese words, which are introduced

in this feature by two event organizers.
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Newly joined Western Co-Principals, teachers and administrative staff join the tour
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Participants use chopsticks to play a game
As an educational institution with long history,
rooted in China and with a global vision, we
believe that every newly joined Western employee
needs to understand Chinese culture, to know
Chinese family’s expectation for education, and to
follow Yew Chung and Yew Wah’s philosophies.
This is the position and aim of our “Chinese

Culture and Society Study Tour”.

In the Tour, we tried to bring foreign educators
into the actual circumstances of Chinese education.
Through understanding Chinese family’s
expectation for education, China’s National
College Entrance Examination (NCEE) and Chinese
words, we hoped to cultivate empathy for Chinese
students and families and continuously improve

teaching methods.

We used a series of cross-cultural comparisons
to open up reflections on Chinese education. The
comparisons were straightforward and sharp, to
let the participants learn the real situations and
challenges of Chinese national education. After the
comparisons and discussion, everyone has a firm

understanding of their mission.

To help the participants understand how Chinese
students learn languages, they are guided to
learn Chinese homophonic. The participants were
shocked to hear the interesting story made up with
equally pronounced but differently written words.
The Western teachers would then understand
why Chinese students need a lot of memory and

practice to learn Chinese characters.

An NCEE documentary brought the participants
into the world of a Chinese family. It provided

objective and comprehensive perspectives of
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China’s NCEE. We hoped the participants would
understand the cultural background behind
the attention of Chinese parents on results and
rankings. We believe this tour would enhance
everyone’s understanding on Chinese education

and Chinese culture.

Each country has its unique metaphor for
education. For Chinese teachers, education is
like a bridge and the teacher’s role is to let the
students shore to the other side. For Western
teachers, education is like building a castle and
teacher’s role is to construct continuously in the
learning process. From both metaphors, we could
see the leading, companying and supporting role
of teachers. A good education should be student-
centered, beyond culture and national boundaries,
which is the pursuit of Yew Chung and Yew
Wah. We believe that the “Chinese Culture and
Society Study Tour” has brought teachers a unique
experience to go beyond culture and national

boundaries!

WEE - BNH (RiewR) B8«

English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern

BELUBRELESEER
A winning photo from the Huangshan photography competition
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Participants practice Taijiquan
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EEE O G — - 38 HE S HE S E R R We invited Mr Liu Ye, a member of the Anhui

W ERE NN B30 L EBELER Artists Association, to demonstrate and teach our
eSS 3 R PN R Western colleagues Chinese painting. They tried to
2o SE 0 S5 A 2R £ I 3 5 RS paint their first Chinese painting and understand
[ B (= iR Y, °©

the meaning of artistic conception and white space.
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On the next day, we went to Huangshan and

held the “Picture in the painting, painting in the
picture” photography competition. Colleagues
took pictures with their phones or cameras
while enjoying the landscape. Photos were
selected by three “referees” and voted by
everyone. Through this competition, colleagues
have deepened their understanding of the artistic

conception and white space.

In the “Chinese Culture and Society Study Tour”, I introduced Taijiguan in another workshop.

I introduced Chinese painting, calligraphy and Taichi, developed from Taoism, is a knowledge

Taijiquan to the new Western colleagues, to let embodying Chinese philosophy. Its slow and

them understand Chinese culture, bring it into gentle movements contain changes of “yin and

teaching and practice the concept of Chinese- yang’”, “virtual and real”, “hard and soft”, “open

Western integration. and close”, “advance and retreat”, “vibrant

and idle”. It aligns with Confucian’s spirits of

Chinese painting and calligraphy are the compassion and tranquility.

quintessence of Chinese culture, closely related to

Chinese philosophy, aesthetics, religion and other The organization values the equality of Chinese

fields. They involve the ideas of Yinyang, white and Western culture, and has established Co-

space and artistic conception, which have left deep Principal and Co-teaching models, to enable

impacts on Chinese cultures and attitudes. students to learn in a Chinese-Western integrated

environment. The Chinese calligraphy, painting

Chinese calligraphy and painting carry Taoist and Taijiquan activities from the “Chinese Culture

ideas of Yinyang balance and man-nature and Society Study Tour” made new Western

harmony. The white space and artistic conception colleagues understand more about Chinese culture,

carry philosophical thoughts, imaginations and to co-operate with Chinese colleagues and teach

creations, which show the virtue of humility. students in better ways

They are also rich in Confucian humanities and

Buddhist spirits of liberation. ETHZ: 82 (RigwR) B84
English translation:
Chinese painting and calligraphy are closely Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern

related to brush, ink, ink stone and paper. The

Four Treasures of the Study have made important BB ERERfNE—EhEE

Western colleagues paint their first Chinese painting

contributions to China and the world. It contains
the meaning of “yin and yang”, “wet and dry”,
“virtual and real”, “hard and soft”, and represents
the essence of Chinese culture and the ideal

harmonious state.
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Teachers listen to sharing from a young South Asian
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Teachers sort the marine refuse

Yew Wah International Education Foundation
organized the “Journey of Enlightenment” from
December 27 to 31, 2018, themed with “Human
and Nature, Society and World”. Twenty-eight
participating teachers came from Yew Chung
International Schools, Yew Chung International
Education Schools and Yew Chung International
Education Kindergartens. Through WWEF’s lectures
and activities, Oxfam’s migrant worker workshop,
hunger banquet, street interviews on non-Chinese’s
living condition, and a sharing on world refugees
by UNHCR, the participants gained understanding
on global issues on aspects of nature, society and
the world, explored the concepts and values of
human community, and understood how society

and people can respond to these issues.

Many teachers felt imperative to protect the
environment after participating in the shoreline
cleanup, and were determined to cultivate the
environmental awareness of the next generation.

The teachers also had deep feelings in the migrant
workers' workshop. After learning about the
disadvantaged groups, the teachers developed a

reflection on the world's citizens.

The activities of ethnic minorities and refugees
have led teachers to see the other side of Hong
Kong and caused deeper thinking. After this
journey, participants returned to the school with
their knowledge, inspiration and even questions,

to share and discuss with children.

WEiE - ANH (RiewR) BREE

English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBWY Intern
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Editor’s Note: In the wake of publication of Classical

Golden Verses - A Contemporary Interpretation, which

» HLAS
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was awarded Publishing Award in Language
Learning category in 2017 Hong Kong Publishing
Biennial Awards Competition, Yew Chung
Publishing House has recently published Classical
Golden Poetry - A Contemporary Interpretation.
Printed below is preface to the book, which
observes that we can still use poetry written in the
past to express feelings nowadays as human’s basic

emotions and experiences are the same all the time.
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“It is difficult to have conservations without
learning poems”, said Confucius. Chinese poetry
is the essence of Chinese language and the golden
verses are like the pearls on the king’s crown,
which stand the test of time. Poets used skilled
and precise verses to express subtle feelings and
experiences. People in later generations passed on
the verses when they came across similar situations
in their life so that a national subconscious was

formed. When we notice some feelings and do not
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know how to express them exactly, the beautiful
verses written by the ancient poets come to mind

and visualize our imagination.

In the digital era, teenagers create various new
words and phrases, but overlook the use of
Chinese poetry. Society is changing, but feelings,
sentiments and experiences will remain the same
as in the past. We can use classical poetry in our
conversations, writing, letters or emails to express
our deep and subtle feelings. Poetry can arouse
sympathy and resonance, and make the texts more

appealing.

The book groups 154 lines of poems into 13
themes. Under each line, there are five categories

of explanation - “explanation of words”,

voou

“modern translation”,

”oou

stories”, “contemporary
interpretation” and “sentence example”, and
through them readers can increase their interest
in and understanding of the poetry, and enhance

their skills in writing and examination as well.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means “‘people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of "unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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