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Response to a Searching Question of Education
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Education is a forward-looking industry that nurtures future talents. Artificial intelligence and robot
technology are becoming mature and pose a great challenge to human society and humans themselves.
Can the existing teaching concept and methodology, which were mainly developed during the Industrial

Age, cope with and lead the revolution of the new age? To answer this searching question, Yew Chung
— Yew Wah 85th Anniversary Conference conducted an in-depth discussion, and in the event Dr Betty

Chan Po-king, CEO and Director of Yew Chung and Yew Wabh, called for rethink on the teaching pedagogy,
methodology and content. Apart from the conference and Dr Chan’s speech, this issue of MBWY also
runs a report on the visits to YCIS Hong Kong by the personnel of Liaison Office of the Central People’s
Government in Hong Kong SAR concerned with educational, scientific and technological affairs to learn
more about international education and the leading teaching approaches like the Learning Community.
Recently, child abuse has raised concern in society. Hong Kong Policy Research Institute organized with
other groups a roundtable meeting on child policies attended by Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region, and sponsored a research on childhood education and family care. This
issue reports both the discussion in the roundtable meeting and the result of the research. For those who care

about education and child abuse, the above-mentioned articles are a must-read.

The 19th Congress of the Communist Party of China last October and the 13th National People’s Congress
and National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference in March marked the
country’s new development stage. Meanwhile, in a chamber of commerce talk and a CCTV interview
covered in this issue, Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of PRI, talked about China’s development and the

opportunities it brings to Hong Kong.
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Director Betty Chan Calls foral Comprehensnve Rethink on Educatlon
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“Remvenhon The Future Beckons” Yew%Chung — Yew Wah 85th'Anniversary Conference
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Director Dr Betty Chan (third left), Chief Education Officer Dr Troy Lui (first left) and Regional Director Robert Horton (second left) take a photo with keynote speakers

fFEEER THBEHE  RKRAEAW]R ) IE W vh B bR R O B EE B R T R
o — W S5 FRFEBEWNE L KT i 55 R BOR AE BRE R AR o W P e R

BOR BRI G R B LB E LI PR - HEHEBEREE - SRIA
o JEE S50 L 457 8 JE P A 2R B S B B AL o E S THREBRB AR ABEEALEA - B 55
KEBERHK > WAEMGE - WE — B b (CEE —

W BB B MEEF 2 S0 > i

B3 H 15 E 16 H » KHEKRZ & 1y TR REERE - AEBRFORERS
W R RS B R R M FE BRI B B H B2 1800 By oo IR B 2 R T 2RE
LA E TP ANBER TG EESHEG
o R RKBE - DB w2 85 4 -
I il g &b JEE 3 AT 2A 22 0 Y B2 A — R R AT A
frf 3 a8 Al T A B AE 7 oK B 0 1 9 BB B K
bl 4k BE B AU B SR o REHR R 21 fit R Y Bk
B

1 75 v B WF 5 & Bl 2 B0 v BRI R
TREERNEE A GE Fy 5 4 M by 78 50 HE
fii - FME B AN TR BE MBS A BF AR 2 L b 45
o FRAE LIFEE  LHEEHRT AR
AEL "TAREMEEENEARAETNEN
WEMBGE, -

FRRFEEL
Dr Betty Chan Po-king
R ‘& :




% (Stephen Hawking) B B A A&

S

B E A ZE R L - R BT TR
CRE'Y PRURE S ACERE-2EY O
-

EEEHR
Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah

T 5K b e v e 2 g v B TS R - BEHIRER
FTERME T~ ZhH -~ H2REEE SR
A& R EE - 8 B Y N B 3 2L [E e —
Hoe o e FEEREXAED N FRE - #E
O I R R B R R BLE B - N B
T A o B O A Bl v B R HE o LR PR B
f£¥J& B to P (Baby to PhD) ¥ & —
fREE » LHZ 0-3 B4 B EREEE - fib
HoooerhEEE R TREHEER B EE > HRERE
B FIERHERIE o N —FT BB E R -

W v R 2 DR A 4 e R B 8 s KRBT
DU —Fr KRB - 35 20 68 - 8 & >
Pt %l s ~ 92 B Y 7 Bl O I R ZE R
B 10,000 % o KK & 2
ORI EE A S DU i AR - R AR
b~ dbmt s FHE - H B G R 8
7 o & S X E W E 7O b e % B E
iy BB T EEE , MERRI 2L
EEREETT o AE BB U7 AL AE I AT S -

GHMBHE T UBEEE  HER o EMATN
TRA R - MR BE B e i

Bt TINREBREEEREEBREFTNTEA
FURBE DA RO RS B 2 A S Y - 38 0 ZH 3 3 22
B EERWEE 7RO PSR R E

BRAS B o o

Bl F R E W

o LR AEf b KEBHE SZ @ - K
e ke B2 H B R Rk G B B # % Nathan
Holbert f& 1

o R PR B OK BT N B EE S AW O R
A il 2 6 1 1

o EBIMHMFRBREHE DK HEH
Stephanie Sanders-Smith f# 1}

Holbert f 445 i - 5 0k £E # 56 i 72 50
FE > REEFERRESHYAIR G > HE
Lkt e hmpy - R REENE
oo il B2 AR DUE B SEHE G AR e B R B
Bt o = E T B E AR - S
MR EHARLMEY b 2ELHAEHE
A MEFHCMOMNE 2 ES
F A LRI B - Holbert {4 2 38 WF 5¢
Q0] A 3 8Kk 22 P o 5 | AR % B - oA e %
A By 75 2 AE 8 15k 22 ) P e o JEL % -

Pl Lt £ k@l AgHLER
H AR B EAE - e 2tk W AT I i - @i ¥
5B By 55T A A B2 Sk e T A
BE - Ml k21 ML B BIEZ 2 LR LR
LY o B2 ik W fE 2 Al B B2 A 3k R B R
R AT I - 022 A 3 5 R e T 2 SRR
ANFEHT R R - g B AR ROR -

Stephanie Sanders — Smith [ + 4
0t 3 5 ¥ A vk B b g b 4 BOES i B SRR
BB R - P S A pE R R -
HEWTHHABTESFNEZ2NBEL - It
HE  REGATEHENAG - fHEE
FEM B EE TR  EAEZEHEWERE b
BRI SR - SER AR T o LR
Fi 5 BN EEA -



fEWFa & #1781 — K » Holbert I -: 28
TR R NE e TR B T iR v A ] 4
FH 3G Al AGREE R - ftl 5 21 22 7 JE 1) 5
A Ay A B Y o DU 6 B 5 4% e 52
R E R SCAL - Ll iPad AIfELEH -
PICE 2B T A e S o S P E
77 =5 SR BT I 28R O R R S RIRE -

&

i W A AR R A W PO EE B B
— B TE TR K HE o T i A A
Yol i AR W Y[R 2 T AU T B ER G TR
s AER ARG IR - BEHEH T A MRS
HEM Tt 28l -

%f@ﬁﬁ#@

¢ L

HPRBBEWSENER > AL "EH
RN B B RCAE 2 1 (A BT Y 2 B e 5K g T
LTS » WAMTRAAEETHBER G ERER =
TR B A o & il A R 2K B4R % I B R A
Bk BRI 1S k) o B H AR 2 - il R
FH AT WE P f 205 5 5 T IR Ty T SR 5% B A
BLEHENEEERE -

ZUEZMBEMFENITEY

Teachers attend a workshop during the conference

At a conference marking the 85th anniversary
of the founding of Yew Chung and Yew Wah
schools with the theme ““Reinvention: The Future
Beckons”, Director Dr Betty Chan Po-king calls for
rethink on the teaching pedagogy, methodology

and content.

More than 1,800 educators and staff members from

the global network of Yew Chung International

Schools (YCIS) and sister schools, Yew Wah
International Education Schools (YWIES), gathered
at six cities around China on March 15 and 16
to discuss the future of education at conferences
marking the 85th anniversary of the schools’

founding.

In her opening address of the Hong Kong event,
Dr Chan, who is also YCIS & YWIES CEO, said
educators should be aware of the changes that
are taking place and “rethink how our teaching
pedagogy, methodology and content should be
changed to adequately arm the next generation
such that they would become capable leaders of
tomorrow, when artificial intelligence and robots
would become common features of the home and

workplace.”

Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah, a Board Director of Yew
Chung Education Foundation and the Chairman
of Yew Wah International Education Foundation,
said in his speech, “The common goal of Yew
Chung and Yew Wah's staff, teachers and students
is to glorify China which is the same as glorifying
a community of common destiny of mankind.”
He added that along with the progression and
development of our country, Yew Chung and Yew
Wah, as the largest private school group in China,
continuously copes with China’s developments
and sets up the China standard while Dr Chan is
working on B to P (Baby to PhD) through-train
education, especially the accreditation standard for

0-3 early childhood education.

The global network of YCIS and YWIES provides
education from early childhood, primary and
secondary to matriculation and university levels.
They are the largest privately-run international
education group in China, catering to over 10,000
students across 20 locations in Hong Kong,
mainland China, Silicon Valley, US and Somerset,
UK.

The two-day conference, the group’s largest ever,
was held concurrently in Hong Kong, Shanghai,

Beijing, Qingdao, Chongqing and Yantai, focusing



on the changes to education required to keep up
with ever-increasing advancements in technology
and prepare students for challenges. The theme
also represents YCIS’ stated mission to pioneer
educational pedagogy through the introduction
of “learning communities” and a focus on global

competencies.

Several education specialists were invited to share
their expertise at the conference. Dr Troy Lui,
Chief Education Officer at Yew Chung and Yew
Wah Schools, said, “If schools want to rethink
the direction of education, it is not enough to
rely solely on past experience. It is imperative to
consult scholars and experts to understand the

latest research results and practical experience.”

The keynote speakers at the conference included:

e Dr Nathan Holbert, Assistant Professor
of Communication, Media, and Learning
Technologies Design at Teachers College,
Columbia University

e Dr May Liu, Senior Lecturer at Singapore
Centre for Chinese Language, Nanyang
Technological University, and Adjunct
Lecturer in Early Childhood Education at
Singapore University of Social Sciences

e Dr Stephanie Sanders-Smith, Assistant
Professor of Early Childhood Education at the

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Dr Holbert discussed the importance for children
to leverage computational power through access
to meaningful interaction with technology; Dr

Liu talked about the student-centered learning

PHEIRE —2RIHNEHE
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Dr Nathan Holbert visits YCIS Hong Kong
community approach that impacts young learners’
development; Dr Sanders-Smith detailed her
research that identified YCIS’s uniqueness of

teaching shaped by its model of education.

Throughout the event, workshops and panels
served to augment the professional development
provided for educators at YCIS and YWIES. Video
and conferencing links allowed for inter-city and
cross-regional idea exchange. Following in-depth
discussion and debate, tactical implementation
ideas for new learning were proposed across the

school network.

Regarding the outcome of the event, Dr Lui
said, “This conference affirmed that our schools
are taking the lead in 21st century teaching
methodology. We’ve already implemented
teaching methods which prepare children to be
successful in navigating the unknown challenges
they will face in the coming decades. We aim to
be a shining example for educators worldwide

through our forward-thinking approach.”

Staff members gather to discuss education issues
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Central Government’s Office in Hong Kong Visits Yew Chung
— To .earn about Ploneenng Education Approach
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Group photo of Yew Chung and Yew Wah management and academic teams with the guests from LOCPG
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A Deputy Director of Liaison Office of the
Central People’s Government in Hong Kong SAR
(LOCPG) and personnel of the office’s department
at concerned with educational, scientific and
technological affairs have visited Yew Chung
International School of Hong Kong to learn more
about the Learning Community approach that
provides space and structure in support of 21st

century learning.

On March 28, 2018, Tan Tieniu, Deputy Director
of the LOCPG and other five guests visited the
campus of YCIS Hong Kong — Secondary at
Kowloon Tong. A group of 12 guests headed
by Director General Li Lu of the Department of
Educational, Scientific and Technological Affairs
of LOCPG also paid a visit on February 2, 2018.
During both visits, the guests and the management
and academic teams of Yew Chung had an
academic exchange on international education. The
guests were interested in knowing more about Yew
Chung’s pioneering education philosophy and the
new education model of Learning Community. It
is an advanced learning approach being vigorously
promoted at Yew Chung and its sister school on
the mainland — Yew Wah International Education

School — in recent years.

B J* a =.;-'. T
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Yew Chung students give a Learning Community campus tour to the guests

Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah, a Board Director
of Yew Chung Education Foundation and the
Chairman of Hong Kong Yew Wah International
Education Foundation, and Dr Betty Chan Po-king,
the CEO, and School Supervisor of Yew Chung
and Yew Wah, along with the school’s academic
team warmly welcomed the guests. One of the
key responsibilities of the LOCPG is to promote
exchanges and establish co-operation between
Hong Kong and mainland China in various areas
including education affairs, science and technology
development. Deputy Director Tan spoke
approvingly of Yew Chung’s education and said
it was “unique”. Director General Li referred the

visit as one of “learning and gaining experience”.

Ms Winnie Cheng, Deputy Director of Yew Chung,

made a presentation to the guests on the 85 years of



history of Yew Chung and Yew Wah in delivering
quality education. She also talked about how the
two schools implement their pioneering education
philosophy and teaching methods that prepare
students for the future and self-learning, and how
the schools continue to bring quality international
education to students in Hong Kong and mainland
China.

Students from YCIS Hong Kong — Secondary
guided the guests through the Learning
Community setting so that the guests could see
the scene for themselves. Learning Community
as a pedagogical approach placing students as
the center of their learning, promotes innovative
teaching and flexible learning spaces. The guests
experienced and understood how the learning
spaces design facilitates interactive learning,
promotes students’ engagement and facilitates the
implementation of the unique Co-Teaching model

at Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools.

Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools have their
own global learning centres, giving students the
opportunity to obtain all-round learning experience
and a platform to demonstrate their individual

talents.

Dr Troy Lui Tsz-tak, Chief Education Officer of
Yew Chung and Yew Wah and Mr Martin Scott,
Executive Principal of YCIS Hong Kong, explained

further the concepts of Learning Community

and ways to guide and assess the effectiveness of

UERERBEIREBMERRPHRREETEZIRR

An academic exchange between Dr Lui and the academic team and

the guests from LOCPG
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Tan Tieniu (second right), Deputy Director of the LOCPG says
Yew Chung’s education is “unique”

this learning method. Dr Lui said that Learning
Community is to return the ownership of learning
to students, and besides helping to acquire
knowledge and skill set, it empowers students to
cultivate attributes required in the new century
such as communication and co-operation skills,
and values that encourage mutual-assistance to
attain a win-win situation. Mr Scott discussed how
to evaluate and track the effectiveness of students’
learning and help them improve by identifying the

gap in learning.

During the exchange, Prof. Yip said that both
Yew Chung and Yew Wah harbor "feelings for
China" and the founder, Madam Tsang Chor-
hang, named the schools “Yew Chung” and “Yew
Wah” which mean “glorify China”. "When we
talk about the global perspectives, it is primarily
based on China and from the perspective of
China," Prof. Yip said.  Dr Chan mentioned that
the Yew Chung Community College in Hong Kong
will soon be upgraded to Yew Chung College of
Early Childhood Education and will become one
of the few degree-awarding institutions that offer
professional and qualified training to pre-school

teachers.

Towards the end of the visit, the guests from
LOCPG and schools” management and academic
team all expressed their wishes to have further
discussion and close communication on the future
development of education, especially about the
advanced education philosophy and methods and

their implementation.
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Roundtable Discussion on Child Policies

H%ﬁﬁ Policy Development
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More than 20 experts on and representatives of organizations of
early childhood education and family care attend the meeting
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Our society cares about child welfare and expects
the government to implement policies that meet
children’s need. To collect ideas of child policies,
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (PRI) held
in February a roundtable meeting with the Hong
Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies, Tung Wah
College and Hong Kong Society for the Protection
of Children. More than 20 experts on and

representatives of organizations of early childhood

12

education and family care attended the meeting to
discuss topics on early childhood education and
care, parent support, and how the government
uses public policies to support the need of child
development and help parents take care of their
children. They also gave opinions about the nature,
roles and work of the Commission on Children
that will be formed in the middle of this year. The
ideas raised in the meeting will be recorded in a

proposal and submitted to the government.

Before the meeting, PRI's Hong Kong Vision
Project sponsored the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-
Pacific Studies of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong and its Chinese Family Research Centre for a
research on childhood education and family care.
They gave recommendations about the government
policies based on the results of the research:

€ Provide support to families with young
children. Encourage other family members
to help the mother to take care of the child.
Through a proper policy on working hours,
promote family-friendly measures in
corporations.

Provide parents in need with child care
training and offer special help to grass-roots
families and families with many children.
Improve child care services to relieve families’
stress.

Through appropriate education policies,
relieve students’ stress from school so as to
relieve parents’ stress from children’s academic
results.

Allocate more resources to pre-school
rehabilitation services to shorten the waiting

time.

THREMWEAH
Chief Executive Carrie Lam
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Prof. Yip talks about the influence of China’s development on Hong Kong
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Prof. Yip talks about the influence of China’s development
on Hong Kong
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China’s rapid development has brought plenty of
opportunities to its overseas partners and increased
its global influence. The world pays great attention
to its development plans revealed in the 19th
Party Congress of the Communist Party of China
last year and the 13th National People’s Congress
(NPC) and National Committee of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)
earlier this year. In a China Central Television
(CCTV) interview, Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wabh,
the Chairman of China Education Development
(Investment & Management) Co., Limited, talked
about the influence of China’s development on
Hong Kong. In a talk at China Real Estate Chamber
of Commerce Hong Kong and International
Chapter, he discussed the “China model”.

The 19th Party Congress signals that China has
entered into a new stage of development. Since
President Xi Jinping came to power in 2013,
especially with the implementation of the Belt and
Road Initiative, the country has seen its strength
boosted. Prof. Yip considers it is necessary to

follow the development trends of China and

the world. He believes that Hong Kong should
make good use of its unique position in order to
grasp the opportunities and sustain a long-term

development.

Prof. Yip also calls for a vision beyond China by
embracing the concept of a community of common
destiny for mankind. In view of different national
features and systems in different countries, he
stresses the importance of tolerance and respect in

relationship among countries and the peoples.

Editor’s Note: Readers who are interested in
learning more about “China Model” can find in-
depth discussion in Prof. Yip’s new book The China
Model — An Alternate Path to Success. Placing
orders for copies of the book, please contact
Living Learning Culture & Education Co Ltd (Ms

Sherman Chan at shermanc@llce.com.hk)

R3EE: BER (Riewa) BHEE
English translation: Rachel Fung, MBIWY Intern
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Prof. Yip (center) gives his new books to the guests
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Culture Committee, B&P Group

EBRETHEBREZT
A visit to Guyi Garden by YCIS Shanghai
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Experiencing China program of YCIS Qingdao
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Culture Week at YWIES Tongxiang

Yew Chung and Yew Wah attach great importance
to cultural education and promotion. Since
their first joint meeting at Huangshan Scholars
Conference Hotel in September, 2016, the
Foundation’s Culture Committee has been working
closely with the Culture Team of each school to
articulate the philosophy raised by Prof. Paul Yip
Kwok-wah, Chairman of Culture Committee and

carry out corresponding plans.

In the past school year, the Culture Team of each
school organized a variety of cultural activities,

and a summary of them is presented below.

!Chinese Culture and Development\

The schools organized activities at different
traditional festivals to help students learn Chinese
culture. They made traditional food, played games
and performed folk programs. China Classroom
and Experiencing China programs enable students
to travel to many places in China to experience
local customs. One school formed partnership with
a Shanghai museum to facilitate students” learning.
Other activities included Chinese Culture Week

and a writing competition.

aWestern Culture\

Through a series of activities during International

Day, students learnt and appreciated the culture
of different countries. In field trips and field study
programs, students practiced what they had
learnt. For example, students at YWIES Shanghai
Gubei learnt Western table manners, starting with

acquiring related vocabulary and ending with a

formal meal at a restaurant.

EBBEELLERERBMHBEY
Students at YWIES Shanghai Gubei learn Western table manners

Foundatioﬁm\

Various cultural activities were conducted to help

realize school mottos and build up the foundation
culture. In March, 2017, Yew Wah and Yew Chung
held annual Seeds of Hope Concert in Shanghai
to raise funds for building schools in rural areas.
Through their performance, students “aligned with
love and charity”. Some schools organized camps
and sharing meetings to build team spirit among
teachers and let them learn from each other’s

experience.

Yew Wah and Yew Chung promote global
humanistic education and whole-person
development. Utilizing the best of the East and
West, schools teach the students the essence of
civilization and help them make good use of it so

that they become capable global citizens.

FEERTERA
International Day at YCIS Hong Kong
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Participants of Journey of Enlightenment take a group photo
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A mime to express environmental protection
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A workshop to experience cultural difference



e R Lk el A o ARG B ER T H
W RR - TAME IR ) RE P R B
BMARLETIENFEFENSE IR > i
Ko il 1 325 3 !

SMEERELEEESRM

Participants respond to the presenter’s question in a talk

Dwelling on the success of past years, Journey
of Enlightenment for Yew Chung and Yew Wah
teachers was held again in Hong Kong in the
last four days of 2017. Twenty teachers from the
schools” different campuses joined the trip to learn
about civil society and social issues. Three central
themes, integrated education, environmental
protection and sustainable development, and racial
inclusion, ran through the program. Yew Chung
and Yew Wah’s Curriculum Research Division
(CRD) designed the corresponding activities for the
three themes, including lectures and discussions
conducted by professionals, field trips and street

interviews.

i On the first day, the teachers examined integrated

education and learnt about the difficulty in it and
the effort made by the government and the social
organizations. On the second day, they visited
South East New Territories Landfill at Tseung
Kwan O. The big scale of the landfill and the reuse
of waste water and landfill gas made an impact on
them. On the third day, they attended a talk and
a workshop about racial inclusion to understand
the hardship faced by racial minorities. As a

conclusion, they each made a presentation on the
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last day to share what they had experienced during

the Journey of Enlightenment.

Participants think that the program let them see
Hong Kong in an in-depth way and made them
reflect on the meaning of civil society and how
to fulfill their civic duties in the working place
and daily life. Some of them said the program
had aroused their concern about citizen issues,
environmental protection and different groups of
people and they would share with other people
what they had learnt.

REE: #RE (RigywR) REKA
English Translation: Catherine Mak,

MBWY Editorial Member

ing time by
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A sharing on racial minorities
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KEROEBEESRT A4 RREAS S0 R
A bronze lantern on the Grand Courtyard

Last September, I joined a trip of self-cultivation by
visiting the Tsz Shan Monastery in Tai Po suburb.
The monastery, constructed and operated by Li Ka
Shing Foundation, covers an area of 500,000 square
feet and occupies a commanding position on the
hill. It is a quaint Chinese Buddhist monastery
built in the architectural style of Tang Dynasty.

In order to promulgate the “Dharma” (the
teachings of the Buddha), each building and even
plantations in the monastery have their symbolic
meanings in Buddhism. One such example is
the 76-metres high, the world's second highest
outdoor white towering bronze Guanyin statue.
In Buddhism, Guanyin (Goddess of Mercy), who
aspires to save beings from suffering, is a symbol

of compassion.

RILFMTERMEEEMERL

A view from the Main Gate

In addition to serving as a place for self-cultivation
of monks and nuns, the Tsz Shan Monastery
organizes various spiritual practices for the public,
such as conducting Buddhism courses, ritual
ceremonies, tea meditation, walking meditation,
Zen calligraphy and water offering. Through
meditation, participants can relieve the stresses of
life and get into a state of mindfulness, integrating

the Buddhist practices into their modern daily life.
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Practice of Humanistic Buddhism on Two Sides of Strait

BER REEEINERAICZAETRA
Terry Cheng, Member of Culture Committee, B&P Group
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Frank Lin, Cultural Worker
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Luk Wu Ching She on Lantau Island
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Chi Lin Nunnery in Diamond Hill
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Buddhist Wong Fung Ling College
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Hong Kong Buddhist Hospital
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Master Yin Shun

Humanistic (human-world) Buddhism which
has developed over the past 100 years is now
quite popular on the two sides of the Strait. The
movement of Humanistic Buddhism, started by
Master Yin Shun (1906-2005), advocates helping
others both spiritually and materially to enhance
their wisdom and welfare. Nowadays, many
Buddhist organizations in Taiwan, Hong Kong
and on the mainland actively engage in these two

aspects of the Bodhisattva Way.

Chinese Mahayana Buddhism had a tradition of
benefitting oneself and others. But in recent times,
for many Buddhists the scriptures have become
chanting materials for the dead and soliciting good
fortune for the living, and not so much about self-
cultivation for nirvana. About 100 years ago when
China was in grave peril, some people of vision
concerned with the country’s fate (Buddhists
included) tried to get inspiration for reform from
Buddhism to save the nation and people, but
they at the same time saw problems of Buddhism
and were under the influence of revolutionary
and Western ideas; these people, nevertheless,
proposed ways to renovate the faith. Against this
background, Humanistic Buddhism was born. Yin
Shun also got the inspiration from his mentor Tai
Xu and Agamas (a line says: "All Buddhas arise in
the human world; no one achieves Buddhahood in

heaven.")
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X HE KB
Master Tai Xu

Yin Shun came to Hong Kong from the mainland
in late 1940s before settling in Taiwan in 1950s to
promulgate Humanistic Buddhism. Besides his
discipline Cheng Yen of Tzu Chi Foundation, Yin
Shun has had a decisive influence on others of the
new generation of Buddhist monks such as Hsing
Yun of Fo Guang Shan and Sheng Yen of Dharma
Drum Mountain. Apart from spreading the faith,
these Taiwan-based Buddhist groups are widely
engaged in charity, medical provision, education,
disaster relief and environment protection in
many places of the world. On the mainland,
where modern revival of Buddhism came late, its
Buddhist groups have also started to run social

and charity business.

In Hong Kong where the main Buddhism school
has been Chinese Mahayana, most of its Buddhist
groups now practice Humanistic Buddhism in
response to the needs of society. Among the
groups, the Tsz Shan Monastery, reported in the
previous article, runs Buddhism courses and
mediation camps, etc. which are spiritual work in
line with Humanistic Buddhism. The welfare work
of local Buddhist groups includes running schools,
building the first Buddhist modern hospital in
the world, providing elderly homes, and doing

recycling work.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means ‘people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of "unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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