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Establishing National Identity and Appreciating Chinese Culture
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It is only natural for Hong Kong to implement national education after its return to China. Due to
politicization of society and other reasons, the subject of national education has been shelved. But it does
not mean that national education is not or cannot be carried out in school or society. In Education Bureau’s
statements about civic education and learning goals, establishing national identity and appreciation of
Chinese culture are covered. These two areas are the main components of national education, and many
schools in their curriculum and school activities have devoted effort to study them. In society, there is no
lack of opportunities for national education. In July, China’s first aircraft carrier the Liaoning visited Hong
Kong and the People’s Liberation Army Hong Kong Garrison opened its barracks to the public, providing
good occasions for national education. If our students can talk to the garrison soldiers face to face and have a
glimpse into their life at the barracks, it may be more effective for them in establishing national identity than

by learning from books and in the classroom. This issue of MBWY runs a feature on this topic.

Establishing national identity and appreciation of Chinese culture also depend on learning Chinese history
and language. About Chinese history learning, more effort has to be taken to make schools and students
attach importance to it. As for the Chinese language learning, reintroduction of classical literature to the
Chinese Language Curriculum is undoubtedly a right move. This issue of MBWY carries an article about
Classical Golden Verses - A Contemporary Interpretation, published by Yew Chung Publishing House,
discussing how the award-winning book helps students learn classical Chinese. For those who care about

this topic, the article is worth reading.
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A Civic Education Lesson:
Visiting the Stonecutters
Island Naval Base WIRE L TIEE

Frank Lin, Cultural Worker




kittsééﬁﬁ‘?#l%“ﬂ?

Visitors queue up to board the warship
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The warships stay at Stonecutters Island Naval Base
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In visiting the garrison barracks and the warships, local people learn more about military knowledge and national security
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This year is the 20th anniversary of founding of
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) and the People's Liberation Army
(PLA) Hong Kong Garrison. For two decades,
the garrison has been able to maintain a good
reputation and abide by the principle of "one

country, two systems".

To celebrate the anniversary, China’s first aircraft
carrier, the Liaoning, visited Hong Kong in July.
The Liaoning, accompanied by three warships,
was open to visitors at the garrison’s Stonecutters
Island Naval Base for two days, attracting 50,000
people.

In recent years, there has been a lot of controversy
about national identity and national education in
Hong Kong. Not knowing much about China's
national conditions and historical factors leading
to differences in system between the mainland and
Hong Kong, some young people even resist their

Chinese identity.

In visiting the garrison barracks and the warships,
local people are able to learn about the advanced
weapons and speak with the PLA soldiers.
Through these activities, young people especially
can know more about the mainland from different
perspectives so that they may take a rational and
objective view when discussing "one country, two

systems" and related issues.
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Yew Chung and Yew Wah staff take a group photo with officers on the warship
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Yew Chung and Yew Wah Staff’s Visit to Stonecutters Island Naval Base
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Fife Leung, Head of Chairman Office of h

Yew Wah Education Management Co. Ltd.
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Prof. Yip (left) and Dr Chan (middle) give
a thank you flag to the representative of PLA
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Prof. Yip (middle) thanks PLA Hong Kong Garrison
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Dr Chan (left) and Prof. Yip take a photo on the warship
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At the invitation of People's Liberation Army (PLA)
Hong Kong Garrison, 47 Yew Chung and Yew Wah
leaders and staff members visited Stonecutters
Island Naval Base on May 27, 2017.
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During the visit, officers give a detailed introduction

Upon arrival, we were greeted by the garrison’s
top officers with a military salute at the door of
the hall in the base. Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah,
Chairman of the Yew Wah International Education
Foundation, in a thank-you speech spoke with
feeling about a strong China and a high-spirited

and confident garrison.



Soldiers wait for the visitors on the deck

We boarded a warship and listened to soldiers’
description of various advanced weapons and
equipment. Many of us took photos with the
soldiers on deck. We then visited the garrison
barracks and were amazed by tidiness of the beds,
especially the way soldiers fold their blankets. A
soldier showed us how to fold a blanket into a
cube and Dr Betty Chan Po-king, CEO & School
Supervisor of Yew Wah International Education

Foundation and Yew Chung Education Foundation

took a video of it.
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Yew Chung and Yew Wah staff members have a meal at the barracks' canteen
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A soldier shows how to fold a blanket into a cube

At last, we had a meal at the barracks canteen,
learning that the soldiers come from various
provinces as different types of food like rice,

noodles and steamed buns were served.

We all had a precious lesson on national education
and thanks to the PLA Hong Kong Garrison!

EXR (A )HREE—RMAE
Prof. Yip (right) has a meal with an officer



HONG KONG PUBLISHING
BIENNIAL AWARDS
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Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development Edward Yau Tang-wah (middle) takes a photo with the winners
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Terry Cheng, executive director of the
Yew Chung Publishing House, attends the ceremony
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Classical Golden Verses - A Contemporary Interpretation
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Terry Cheng (second right), executive director, receives the award
on behalf of the Yew Chung Publishing House
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Classical Golden Verses - A Contemporary
Interpretation, published by Yew Chung
Publishing House, was awarded Publishing Award
in Language Learning category in the 1st Hong
Kong Publishing Biennial Awards Competition,
organized by the Hong Kong Publishing

Professionals Society.

It is generally believed that Chinese proficiency has
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Publishing members (left to right): WK Wong, Terry Cheng, Paul Fong and Sherman Chan

deteriorated since 2007 when learning of classical
literature in secondary school was stopped. Upon
review by the Education Bureau, the Curriculum
and Development Council and the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority, classical
literature was reintroduced to the Chinese

Language Curriculum two years ago.

Compared to vernacular literature, classical
literature is more concise in sentence structure and
rich in allusion. Without proper learning, people
often misuse and misunderstand classical literature.
In Classical Golden Verses - A Contemporary
Interpretation, we selected commonly-used golden
verses, matched with stories, composed example
sentences, and set up dozens of themes. This could
enhance readers’ learning and understanding of

classical literature.

We compile Classical Golden Verses - A
Contemporary Interpretation in a way that it is a
useful supplement in learning classical literature.
Apart from providing beautiful verses, the book
is full of life philosophies and wisdom. Students
and readers could deepen their understanding of
Chinese history and culture, as well as learn the

virtues and ethics.

*The author is sub-editor of Classical Golden

Verses — A Contemporary Interpretation

Bl - 830t (Riewia) 8%
Translated by Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (PRI) organizes a dinner talk on the “Belt and Road” Initiative
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Young People Urged to Equip Themselves for Initiative Involvement
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Rachel Fung, MBIWY Intern
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In a dinner talk early September, organized by the
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (PRI), young
scholars with diverse backgrounds were invited
to discuss the “Belt and Road” Initiative. They
included Dr Simon Hoey Lee, member of the Basic
Law Promotion Steering Committee, Dr Hui Ching,
Research Director of the Hong Kong Zhi Ming
Institute, Dr Yu Ka-ho, Assistant Lecturer of Global

FHEL
Dr Hui Ching
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FREET
Dr Yu Ka-ho

Studies undergraduate programme at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Dr Simon Shen Xu-hui,
scholar in international relations, acted as the host,
while Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of PRI,

was the commentator.

According to Dr Lee, China’s “Belt and Road”
Initiative is a multi-faceted development strategy
to strengthen multilateral cooperation on
infrastructure, establish an international financing
platform, deepen cultural understanding and
promote global trade. Since its promulgation in
2015, more than 80 countries participated in the
Initiative. Prof Yip commented that participating
countries could have long-term cooperation with
China as long as they could comply with the

Initiative’s principles and China’s standards.

In spite of the regional scale of the Initiative, Hong
Kong could play a significant role and benefit from
it. With more bilateral or multilateral investment

and construction projects, local professionals



For example, insurance covering infrastructure
may demand talents with engineering and financial
knowledge. Therefore, multi-disciplinary training
is an important element in enhancing Hong Kong's

competitiveness.

In addition, the scholars believed that young
people would need to overcome language barriers
and cultural differences to involve in the Initiative.
As Arabian and Russian are used in many of the

participating countries along the “Belt and Road”,

local youngsters have to learn these languages so

The

as to facilitate communication and cooperation.

Harbourview N . .
They may also visit these countries to experience
EEBRMAMEEEEZERRIETH . .
Prof. Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of PRI, is the commentator their cultures, and all this would enable them to

perform the unique role of “super-connector” in

the region.

should grasp the opportunities for development.
Dr Hui gave an example: as Hong Kong has been
actively developing new investment products
and new markets, such as the Islamic finance, our
finance industry may apply the experience on
creating new financial products and offering credit
rating service under the Initiative. Moreover, Hong
Kong, which has a well-developed legal profession
and common law system, is in an advantageous
position for providing international investors with

arbitration service and contract drafting service.

To better prepare Hong Kong for engaging in
the Initiative, the speakers suggested that local

young people could equip themselves with multi- : ' SHEROERNEENRE

disciplinary knowledge and have more exposure. & ° S
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Glocahzatlon & Top-Level Design of STEM Education

FRE (RiewwR) FE/RAE
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member

STEM(FHE ~ B~ THAEE) BAFAE AU E WA HETT STEM BB KA » WF %%
HHRZECHTZHE  HFEN 2015 FI8 V% H STEM HH RV IK % - 3 52 H A JE Y 22
PG HETT STEM #E - 3 A K ¥ A #7 B % ko 9 HBARWEWS (HEE) STEM+ #
FERER A o T BORBESERT (PRI) Bl %8 H—— STEM ¥ F Y f£ b b B TH Jg 3% 3 ) -
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FREOFRBET STEM HE
Hong Kong started STEM education in recent years
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PRI RRBFESTEM HEELEHFH ETTENEE
PRI believes that there is a need for a holistic framework
for STEM education in Hong Kong

STEM (science, technology, engineering and
mathematics) education has been implemented in
many countries for years. Hong Kong only started
it in 2015. Recently, Hong Kong Policy Research
Institution (PRI) did a research on it to examine the
results and progress of STEM education in Hong

Kong.

By studying the cases of the US, Singapore and
mainland China, PRI analyzes the inadequacies
of Hong Kong’s STEM policy and the challenges
on the implementation of STEM education and
suggests solutions. PRI believes that there is a
need for a holistic framework for STEM education
in Hong Kong, from top-level design of STEM
education, resource allocation, teacher training to
improvement of education system. Only in this
way can we provide further learning and career

path for students in STEM education.

Following are PRI's suggestions:

1) Establish a STEM+ Promotion

Centre
The Education Bureau should establish a “STEM+

Promotion Centre” to take up responsibilities in
areas such as teacher training and coordinating
resources of both the education and business
sectors so that resources can be utilized to generate

positive impact in schools. As the title “STEM+”




suggests, the centre is not only for the purpose of
facilitating the curriculum, but also for supporting
school-based training and institutional teaching
staff training, connecting with the business sector,
and supplying experience exchange opportunities

with other areas, and so forth.

2) Different Teaching Strategies
Stage by Stage

The education sector should encourage primary
and junior secondary students to participate
in STEM education before they face pressure
from public examinations. Students develop
understanding of and interest in STEM education
through STEM+ Play at kindergarten and junior
primary levels and STEM+ Inquiry-based
learning at senior primary and junior secondary
levels. STEM + Career & Life Education at
senior secondary level accommodates students’
pragmatic thinking. STEM at this level may include
collaboration with the business sector for life

planning purpose.

3) Establish STEM+ Literacy

Framework
The framework should include five elements:

academic literacy, integrated literacy and
innovation skills, problem-solving skills,

collaborative literacy and social care.
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4) Establish a STEM+ Business-School

Platform
The government can encourage the business

sector to support STEM education by including
corporations” participation in large-scale
exhibitions and competitions so that works and
inventions of secondary school students can be
turned into products; providing scholarships to
secondary school students for studying overseas,
pursuing local further studies, or conducting
related research and innovation projects; and
providing internship and employment guarantees
to secondary school students who have great
potentials in STEM so that talents can have a stable

pathway.

5) Improve University Admissions
System by Nominating Talents to
Study Related Courses

The government should provide funding for
outstanding students who wish to pursue a degree
in science, engineering, or other related disciplines,
and allow universities to admit these students

through non-JUPAS application.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.

rRi{EL ;, HE The Origin of "Minbaowuyu’

FrRigE, - LAIREBRER (BF) —X° "RERR: 9EMt, - RRa9E
BRPEFERAS—EAARE MR BVEL—& - STt - ARBY > MEKRF
B B2 "R, : FERY  YHAREE - BHZ "i9H, -

‘Minbaowuyu’ means “‘people are my brothers and all things are my kinds’. The concept
of “unity of nature and man’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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