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Exploring Learning Approach and Civic Education
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Minbaowuyu in its Issue No. 27 discussed the “learning community” being implemented in Yew
Chung and Yew Wah schools. In this issue, we introduce the campus design of YWIES Tongxiang,
the first Yew Wah school that adopted learning community as its design concept in the initial stage
of building the school. Based on an open teaching philosophy, YWIES Tongxiang allows flexible use
of space and creates an “organic” environment, making more ways of teaching and learning possible.
For those who are concerned about the education reform, this article, which is about implementing a

pioneer learning approach from the point of view of design, is worth reading.

In recent years, how to promote national education in schools has stirred up controversy in Hong
Kong. Lately, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute has done a research and suggests the government
enrich Civic Education, not confining to an independent subject of National Education, and aiming
at nurturing students” care about society and responsibility so as to enhance students” recognition of
and commitment to their identities as Chinese nationals and global citizens. To nurture students to be
global citizens is the vision of Yew Chung and Yew Wah. For past years, the schools have held Journey
of Enlightenment in Hong Kong, a place where civil society is maturely developed, to equip their
teachers with more knowledge about civil society and social issues and train them to think critically.
Readers can refer to both articles about Civic Education and Journey of Enlightenment when reflecting

on education about national identity and global citizenship.
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RE#EEE Conceptimage of YWIES Tongxiang campus
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Trill Zhang, Architect, & Anita Han, Senior Interior Designer, Construction Division, YWIES Tongxiang
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RE#MEE Conceptimage of YWIES Tongxiang campus

The new YWIES Tongxiang campus, opening

/7]

autumn 2017, has adopted “organic”, “open-
minded” and “inclusive” principles in its overall
design. The academic zone is built around the

concept of “learning community”, giving rise to

more possible ways of teaching and learning. The
campus also meets high international standards,

including those on environmental protection.



K E B E Conceptimage of YWIES Tongxiang campus

A learning community emphasizes the importance
of a barrier-free environment. Therefore, in the
new campus, a large public area is provided to
promote exchanges and integration of students
in studies. Different from the traditional campus
design, the organization of various buildings in
YWIES Tongxiang seems random and disordered
but it creates an “organic” environment. Different
unique podiums are developed in this free layout.
For example, the academic building, composite
building and study center integrate to form the
largest central podium. Blurred boundaries of
buildings create a dynamic environment. The stairs
at the academic central podium provides space
for gathering, interaction and small-scale events.
The semi-outdoor balcony is a sportsground that
enables students to do exercise in unfavorable
weather. The campus adopts a traffic system that
separates pedestrians and vehicles, where there are

different entrances for students and cars.

Every building is designed to meet students’
various needs. For example, there are an indoor
playing field and a dance studio in the academic
building. The study center is also a place for after-
school activities, which contains a mini cinema,

meeting rooms, music rooms and activity rooms.

As a student-oriented campus, interior walls
are removed to provide unbounded space for

children. Space is versatile and multi-functional.

For example, the staircase at the academic building
is not only a pathway, but a place for assembly,
group discussion and study. Movable walls help

create flexible teaching areas.

To be a world-class campus, YWIES Tongxiang is
applying for the LEED certification (Leadership
in Energy and Environment Design). Its campus
design follows LEED’s guidelines such as location,
energy and water conservation, material recycling,
indoor air quality, innovation design and other

factors.

The academic building provides professional
teaching equipment and consists of music rooms,
an art studio, a gymnasium, a pottery studio,
creative space and so on. Other top facilities
include a 1,000-seat auditorium with professional
lighting and sound equipment. Outdoor sport
facilities include a standard playing field, two
tennis courts and two basketball courts. Also, there
are an indoor 25-metre standard swimming pool,
two professional indoor basketball courts and a

yoga & aerobics center.

An open-minded teaching concept, a versatile
learning model, state-of-the-art facilities and an
environmentally friendly design make YWIES

Tongxiang a top quality campus.

Bz : @it  (RigwA) BEE
Translated by Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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Students share their experience in a bilingual presentation
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Students apply science principles by making windmill generators
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Yew Wah International Education School (YWIES)
has been committed to giving students an English
immersion environment. The School regularly
organizes English camps at Somerset in the UK. As
the School’s new learning center, the Knowle Hall,
opened last year, 18 YWIES Guangzhou students
went there for a 17-day exchange trip last October

and became the first users of the center.

Once the students arrived at Knowle Hall, they
underwent a table manners training in the garden.
From handling utensils and napkin to eating
etiquette, the children learnt fast and became

proper gentlemen and ladies.

The learning program consisted of three major
parts, which were the academic learning, cultural

demonstration and co-curricular interaction.

10

The Yew Wah students had studied with local
students in the Knowle Hall center since the
third day. The academic curriculum included
Mathematics, Robotic Programming, English
Folklore, Environmental Awareness, Drama
Production and Fine Arts. The local teachers and
students applauded the Yew Wah students for
their learning efforts and presentation skills. Our
students improved their English speaking skills

during class.

For the cultural demonstration activities, the
Yew Wah students introduced Chinese traditions
and cultures to the local students, including
Chinese calligraphy, Confucianism, four treasures
of the study and guzheng. The local students
were particularly amazed at the art of Chinese
calligraphy. On the other hand, the Yew Wah
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students enjoyed a tour at the local school Kings
Moor. They interacted with the community and
visited the farmland and church, arranged by the

headmaster.

e
BB RTyIER
Visiting SS Great Britain

FE B Visiting a local school

The trip also included a wide range of co-curricular
activities such as guided tours at a museum, an
art gallery and a science center. The students were
most excited about the SS Great Britain tour as
they could board the historic ship and have a walk
on the decks, as well as experiencing the history of

Great Britain.

Overall, the Knowle Hall exchange trip has
enriched students” knowledge, communication
skills and global perspective. Back to the school,
those 18 students shared their experience to all
schoolmates, teachers and parents in a bilingual

presentation.

BiEE : @it  (RigwA) BEE
Translated by Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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Students participate in sport activities on Founder's Day
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On October 14, 2016, Yew Chung and Yew Wah
campuses across mainland China, Hong Kong
and Silicon Valley, US, celebrated the founding of
Yew Chung by Madam Tsang Chor-hang in Hong
Kong in 1932. Founder’s Day is an annual event
starting from the 80 anniversary of Yew Chung.
The day is filled with great value and meaning and
is an opportunity for all campuses to share their

successes and progresses.

The last Founder’s Day commenced with all

schools taking part in a live video feed, hosted by




F B $ YCIS Qingdao

YCIS Hong Kong, carrying an address by Dr Betty
Chan, Director of Yew Chung International School
and Yew Wah International Education School. All
schools were then given an opportunity to pass on
a live message to the other campuses, which was
warmly received by all involved. It was how the
schools realized the motto “align with science and

technology”.

For the remainder of the day, students took part in
different cultural and sporting events to mark the
occasion. At YCIS Chongging, the first event was a
walkathon. Moreover, students were encouraged to
run more laps in order to contribute to the school
charity program. At the end of the walkathon,
more than RMB 8,000 yuan was collected for Seeds
of Hope. It was how the students learnt to “align

with love and charity”.

Teachers and students at YWIEK Qingdao
celebrated their very first Founder’s Day when
the students sang Happy Birthday song, ate the
birthday cake that was made by themselves, and
took their first group photo. Like other students
at different Yew Chung and Yew Wah campuses,
YWIEK Qingdao students used the power of
“aligning with culture and arts” and painted a Yew

Wah picture as a gift for the school.

Students at different campuses took part in various
sporting and non-sporting activities throughout the
afternoon. Some of these activities contributed to
overall house points. The house-based competition
offered a friendly spirit of competition and
comradery with their classmates.

Those fun activities brought to a close and
incredible fun filled day, which epitomized life
at Yew Chung and Yew Wah: competitive spirit,
enjoyment, teamwork and a sense of belonging to a

family.
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Amnesty International gives a talk on the rule of law
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i EEREE A briefing session of Town Planning Board

To nurture students to be global citizens with
global vision is the philosophy of Yew Chung
and Yew Wabh. In order to achieve this goal, it is
imperative that their teachers, as educators, be
equipped with more knowledge about civil society
and social issues and train to think critically
of them. Therefore, every year the Culture
Committee of B & P Group and the Curriculum
Research Division (CRD) conduct the Journey
of Enlightenment for Yew Chung and Yew Wah
teachers in Hong Kong, a place where civil society

is maturely developed.

Last year during the school Christmas holiday,
from December 27 to 31, 27 teachers from Yew
Chung and Yew Wah campuses and six Human
Resources staff members from Shanghai came to
Hong Kong to participate in this five-day journey.
Three central themes ran through the programme:
urban development and planning; rule of law and

human rights; ethnic minorities.

On urban development and planning, an overview
of Hong Kong’s city development and philosophy,
as well as the environmental issues involved were

introduced by a city planner of the Town Planning
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Board. Then, problems arising in the process of
Hong Kong’s urban development were discussed
by a local green group, which allowed us to have a

comprehensive picture of the issue.

The next day, participants attended hearings at
High Court which afforded them a glimpse into
the spirit of the rule of law. Afterwards, Amnesty
International gave us a talk on the rule of law,
which aptly complemented the court hearings that
we attended, and spoke of the challenges it faces in

Hong Kong,.

On the third day, two representatives of the Equal
Opportunities Commission presented us with an
overview of the ethnic minorities in Hong Kong
and the challenges faced by their children under
the current education system in which the Chinese
language is considered as their second language.
The presentation was followed by a visit to the
Sikh Temple in Wanchai where we were able to
have a dialogue with two Indian young people
and listen to their struggles studying and living in

Hong Kong as members of an ethnic minority.

The program concluded with an introduction to six
ethical theories by Dr Hank Liao from CRD which
provided a tool for participants to examine their

stance adopted on different social issues.

B #E 5 B8 A group photo at City Gallery
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Student political concern group sets up a booth on the street

A growing number of young people in Hong
Kong have recently lost confidence in “One
Country, Two System” and also rejected their
Chinese national identity. Some even support
the idea of “Hong Kong independence”. Since
the beginning of the current school year, whether
the issue of “Hong Kong independence” can be
discussed at school has aroused controversy. In
view of that, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute
(PRI) analyzed the identity issue of the youth
and suggested the government and the education
sector use it as the students’” learning opportunity
to enrich civic education, with the objective of

cultivating students” Chinese national identity.



PRI published a report on it and the main

recommendations are:

1. Updating the Aims of Civic Education
Curriculum

The report calls on the government to enrich the
Civic Education curriculum by including learning
in four domains, namely knowledge, sentiment,
meaning and actions, and to enhance the
connections between Hong Kong and the mainland
as well as other parts of the world, with the aim to
enhance students’” recognition of and commitment
to their identities as Chinese nationals and as

global citizens.

2. Equipping Teachers with Professional Training
and Development

The government should review and revise, in
accordance with the above recommendation, The
Teacher Competencies Framework introduced
in the 2003 by the Committee on Professional
Development of Teachers and Principals (COTAP).
Local universities should be encouraged to update
their curriculum of the Postgraduate Diploma in

Education accordingly.

3. Refining the Moral, Civic and National
Education Curriculum Guides

Civic Education should not be introduced as an
independent subject. During the first three stages
of learning, learning targets, teaching hours and
lesson time arrangement should be clearly defined
to better equip students with the knowledge and
values to link up the fourth stage of learning,

which includes Liberal Studies.
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4. Setting Up Civic Education Monitoring
Platform

The government should set up a civic education
monitoring platform to promote resource sharing,

collaboration, and exchange of teaching experience.

5. Developing Teaching Resources to Enhance
Service and Experiential Learning

The Education Bureau should consider proposals
from the Civic Education Monitoring Platform
to sponsor universities and other educational
organizations to develop teaching resources to
support the implementation of civic education in

schools.

6. Enhancing Support Measures for Civic
Education

The government should provide an annual
grant of not less than $200 million to schools and
allow them the flexibility to use either part of the
amount or the full amount in collaboration with
other schools under the same sponsoring body to
organize inter-school Civic Education activities.
The government should also consider reserving
another $200 million annually as matching fund
for schools to encourage them to make the most of
social resources to facilitate the implementation of

civic education.

7. Promoting the Cultural Traditions of “Root in
China”

The education sector should enable students to
understand that they share the same root with their
fellow countrymen in the mainland, and should
encourage them to recognize their roles to actively
contribute to the future development of their

mother-country.
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Nowadays, “Think globally, act locally” is a widely
recognized concept. Hong Kong as a cosmopolitan
city has been connected to other parts of the
world economically, socially and politically. As
China’s economic power is rising, Hong Kong
plays an even more important role than ever in
the international network acting as the “super-
connector” between the world and China. Making
good use of this unique advantage of Hong Kong
and finding the right balance between “global” and
“local” is the challenge for many businesses and

governments.

With the mission to achieve perfect balance in the
integration of “global” and “local”, B & P Glocal
International Studies (B & P Glocal), an Asia-
focused political risk consultancy, was established
last year to provide clients with unparalleled
insights into political risk, business opportunities
and company strategies. It advises on the entire
value chain for foreign firms looking to enter
or grow in China and Chinese firms expanding

abroad.

B & P Glocal was founded by Dr Simon Shen, an
active International Relations scholar in Hong
Kong and an associate professor at the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, who has been doing
global studies for years and is familiar with

international affairs.
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The company provides client-focused advisory
and tailor-made strategies with a full range of
services including political and geopolitical
analysis, business environment risk assessments,
professional training and seminars, and industry
tours. It has a team of experts who leverage deep
knowledge of Asian governments, regulatory
structures, businesses, energy, media, and civil

society organizations for the benefit of their clients.

Believing education is vital to society, B & P Glocal
supports education researches and related work
by providing schools with advice on marketing
strategy, global branding, brand management, etc.
In its startup stage, the company hopes to grow
with the clients and contribute to Hong Kong with
the vision of finding the new balance between

“global” and “local”.

L 1B BE {8 & Dr Simon Shen
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Last issue of MBWY discusses the opportunities
and challenges the “Belt and Road” brings to Hong
Kong, especially to the education industry. In this
issue, from a commercial perspective, we continue
to explore Hong Kong's role in this grand strategy

of the country.

As an international city, Hong Kong has been
making great impact on and contributions to the
development of the mainland in many aspects.
Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (PRI) believes
that as China embarks on the implementation
of the “Belt and Road”, Hong Kong will still be
able to make use of its unique advantages and
position as a first-rate international city to continue
to play an important part in the initiative in the
following decades. Having researched the topic,
PRI published a report “Enhance Hong Kong’s
Positioning as an International City — Forming
Sister Cities and Increasing Economic & Trade

Offices”.

The report suggests that the government should
establish the following sister city strategy.

1. Join the Sister Cities International
The government should first apply for
membership in the Sister Cities International to

seek its professional advice, participate in relevant
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activities, establish a network of relationships, and

then study and formulate concrete plans.

2. Seize the New Economic and Trade
Opportunities from the “Belt and Road”

Since the Chinese Government announced its
“Belt and Road” initiative in March 2015, many
cities in the mainland have already taken steps to
develop relationships and co-operation projects
with cities along the routes of the “Belt and Road”.
If Hong Kong does not speed up its pace to make
connections, form partnerships and formulate
development strategies with key cities along the

routes, it may eventually miss the opportunities.

3. Promote the Development of New Industries

There are many successful examples that a city
may promote the development of new industries
effectively by learning from its sister city. To
develop Hong Kong’s innovative technology
industries, the government may consider the target
cities of Munich of Germany and Daejeon of Korea,
and for cultural and creative industries, Busan of

Korea and Berlin of Germany.

Apart from forming sister cities, the report also
suggests the government establish new Economic
and Trade Offices along the routes of the “Belt and
Road” and to promote Hong Kong's financial and
professional services to the relevant parties in the

mainland and to “Belt and Road” countries.

CITIES
INTERNATIONAL

H A BB 0 ok A T A BV B 3R

Poster of Sister Cities International
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means ‘people are my brothers and all things are my kinds’. The concept
of "unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.

—
B&IPGROUP

REEEHNERERMRAAF
B & P Holdings Limited

thit : FENRHABRE XA EH—WREBEPOTSE
Address: 16th Floor, Midas Plaza, No.1Tai Yau Street, San Po Kong, Kowloon, Hong Kong

BEE Tel: (852)3923 9800 {HE Fax:(852)26351607




