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The ‘Belt and Road’ Is a Thoroughfare for Global Education
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China’s grand development strategy “Belt and Road”, through enhancing infrastructure construction
between countries along the route, aims to promote “five areas of connectivity”: policy co-
ordination, facilities connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration and people-to-people
bonds. The initiative will bring to countries along the routes and other places in the world numerous
opportunities, one of which is for the education sector, and education is closely related to connectivity
in people-to-people bonds. MBWY in this issue invited B & P Group Chairman Paul Yip to talk about
the opportunities this national policy will create and the prospect of the Group’s educational arm
running schools along the routes. We also arranged two young scholars to engage in a dialog about
the topic, discussing the advantages and challenges Hong Kong has in promoting the initiative, and

especially the problems the young generation faces in the process.

About education, Mr Yip in a meeting of the Group’s Culture Committee and the schools” Culture
Teams elaborated on “global humanistic education”. This concept is related to the idea of community
of shared future for mankind - also a goal of the “Belt and Road” to create a mutual-beneficial and
win-win scenario, joint development and shared prosperity for related countries. The “Belt and Road”

is indeed also a thoroughfare for global education.
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Design drawing of the Yew Wah school at Xixian in Xi’an
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China’s “Belt and Road” development strategy,
proposed in 2013, is expected to bring enormous
benefits to China and countries along the routes.
In a recent interview by MBWY, Prof. Paul Yip, the
chairman of B & P Group, analyzed the concept of
the “Belt and Road” and its opportunities for the

education sector.

The “Belt and Road” was compared to America's
Marshall Plan. Believing that the two plans are
similar but not identical, Prof. Yip said China’s is a
product of the country’s 40-year Open Door Policy.
Since China has accumulated excess goods and
capital, the “Belt and Road” could symbolize its
shift from a capital-importing country to a capital-
exporting country. He stressed that the plan is
constructive and could help the growth of overseas
market, and “it is the second economic reform as

well as the second market expansion.”

Apart from the market expansion, the “Belt and
Road” involves the management of national
capital. Prof. Yip said that as Marxism is still the
guiding ideology of China, the government would
only seek profits reasonably. While the national
capital is used for improving people’s living
quality and satisfying their needs, educational
organizations with a vision to fulfill the needs
of premium education in China or other “Belt
and Road” countries may ask the Chinese capital
market for money. “The communist government
wishes to seek profits in a controllable, reasonable

and balanced way,” he said.



Prof. Yip pointed out that the “Belt and Road”
could create an opportunity to go out for the B & P
Group which includes Yew Chung and Yew Wah
schools. The Chinese government prefers service
providers that are conservative and care about
people. He believes that the B & P Group with a
mature organizational structure, a team of various
talents, a wide range of curricula and a vision
that transcends national boundaries, is what the
government looks for. The Group could apply for
capital from the RMB 200 billion yuan “Belt and
Road” development fund. If schools are set up
along the “Belt and Road”, Chinese students have
opportunities to study abroad with local students
in a globalized education system. Prof. Yip added,
“We are the only one in the world (to provide such
system).” The proposed Yew Wah school in Xi’an
is going to be the very first along the Silk Road
Economic Belt. With government’s support, Yew
Wah and Yew Chung schools could utilize their
favorable conditions to shine along the “Belt and
Road”.

In the future, the organization will continue with
their overseas development. Prof. Yip hopes that
Hong Kong can grasp the opportunities created by
the “Belt and Road” and the Hong Kong people,
especially the young generation, should prepare

themselves for them.

EiEE : @it (RigwA) BEE
Translated by Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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Challenges and Advantages Hong Kong Has in the “Beft and Road”
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Rachel Fung, MBWY Intern
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An international forum on the “Belt and Road” held in Hong Kong
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The “Belt and Road” initiative is a multi-faceted
policy of China, aiming at promoting multilateral
relationship, trade and cultural exchanges. To
understand the opportunities and challenges
that Hong Kong may face, MBWY has invited
two young scholars to engage in a dialog about
the topic. They are Wilson Chan, lecturer of the
Department of Global Studies of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, and George Tsang,
Assistant Project Manager of the Education

University of Hong Kong.

Public views towards the initiative are mixed.
Mr Chan and Mr Tsang believe that Hong Kong
enjoys several comparative advantages, including
its commercial know-how, mobility as a trade city
and excellent port infrastructure. Some factors,
however, may pose obstacles to the development
of Hong Kong under the initiative. First, Hong
Kong has limited capacity to handle external
affairs, and officials may also be reluctant to
touch sensitive political issues that involve other
countries or regions. Refugee and foreign labor
issues which have aroused local sentiments may

reduce inclusiveness towards foreign culture.

Among the “five areas of connectivity” advocated
by the initiative, “people-to-people bond” can
benefit local young people in two ways. First,

cultural exchanges can enhance their cultural

adaptability. At the same time, local schools

can seize the chance to teach related topics to
broaden the horizons of the next generation.
Recently, the SAR government has injected $1
billion into the Targeted Scholarship Scheme,
attracting outstanding students from Belt and
Road economies to pursue undergraduate studies
in Hong Kong (the inbound scholarship) and
local students to study in the “Belt and Road”
countries (the outbound scholarship). The effect
of the outbound scholarship is being doubted, yet
increasing teenagers' exposure to other cultures is

deemed necessary.

However, both Mr Chan and Mr Tsang noted
that young people in Hong Kong are not keen to
explore foreign culture due to several reasons.
Refugee issues, as mentioned above, have
aroused local sentiments and reduced cultural
inclusiveness. And young people may perceive
cultural immersion experience as unnecessary as
it is not prerequisite for jobs in Hong Kong. Apart
from these subjective factors, a well-off life in Hong
Kong may also reduce young people's incentive to

explore and develop in other places.

To stimulate youth's interest in foreign culture,
both Mr Chan and Mr Tsang believe that reform in
education system and curriculum is needed, and
benefits of the “Belt and Road” initiative should

also be promoted with a soft approach.

G H B 2 i

Kong has mobility as a trade city



Benefiting from the “Belt and Road”,
Hong Kong Set to Be an International Legal Hub
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The “Belt and Road” initiative links about
65 countries across Asia, Africa and Europe.
Investors in projects related to the initiative
have to face the risks associated with different
jurisdictions and differences in local laws and
they need legal firms and professionals when
addressing these legal risks. Hong Kong, with
a well-developed legal system and a pool of
internationalized legal experts, can play an
important role on this field. Hong Kong Policy
Research Institute (PRI) believes Hong Kong
should develop and strengthen its legal services,
and turn itself into an international legal hub.
PRI conducted a research on this topic and
recently released a report analyzing Hong Kong's
advantages and suggesting ways of turning Hong

Kong into an international legal hub.

First, PRI thinks Hong Kong should enhance its
alternative dispute resolution services by setting
up International Dispute Resolution Complex
and increasing the number of dispute resolution
practitioners. The government should attract
international arbitration organizations to set up
branches in Hong Kong and promote all forms of

dispute resolution in Hong Kong,.

Second, the authority should promote Hong
Kong Law as the governing law, and provide
alternative dispute resolution services and other

legal services.

Third, PRI suggests there should be a new legal
officer in the Department of Justice for the “ Belt
and Road”.

Fourth, the legal sector can enhance the legal

standardization of the “Belt and Road” by setting

14

up a legal database concerning the “Belt and
Road” and develop a set of transnational laws

applicable to related projects and transactions.

Fifth, the Arbitration Ordinance and the related
legislations should be reviewed and enhanced.
The government’s proposals to formalize “third-
party funding for arbitration” and introduce an

apology law are to be supported.

Last, since there are some 23 Islamic countries
along the “Belt and Road”, PRI suggests that
Hong Kong develops Islamic finance and Sharia-

compliant products.

PRI believes implementation of the
recommendations above will reinforce our
rule of law, and help develop Hong Kong into
an international legal hub. The benefits to
Hong Kong will far outweigh the costs of legal
infrastructure development. Hong Kong's legal
sector should seize upon the opportunities
brought by the “Belt and Road” and assist

China’s legal sector to align with the world.

& £ @ Front cover of the report
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AJ ounney into Culture and History
e AWIESKChinese Culture and Society Study Tour’

HEE "HENCHREEREE, KE
Harriet Hui, Co-ordinator of the Chinese Culture
and Society Study Tour
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Thirty-one western colleagues from the Yantai,
Shanghai and Guangzhou campuses of Yew Wah
and their family members came to Huangshan to
participate in a three-day study tour during the
Mid-autumn festival period. The Chinese Culture
and Society Study Tour was organized by B & P
Group’s Culture Committee and the Corporate
Human Resources Division for the new western
colleagues of Yew Wah to enable them to gain
more insight into the local culture and history so
that they could have better communication and

collaboration with their Chinese co-workers.

Before looking into the ancient culture, Mr Terry
Cheng, member of the Culture Committee, made a
presentation on the contemporary social conditions
of China to let the participants have an overall idea
of the country. Our visits commenced with the
Huizhou Culture Museum which offers a detailed
account of the history, commerce, education and
architecture of Huizhou. Then we traveled to
some ancient villages such as Longchuan, Yuliang,
Sixi and Hongcun, and an ancient site known as

Guchengyan.

Two discussion sessions were added after the visit
to Tangyue Memorial Archways and the Museum
of the Top Scholars respectively. In the first session,
the Confucian virtues honoured through the

memorial archways, the inter-human relationship
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and its hierarchical structure in traditional Chinese
society were examined; while in the latter session,
the impact of the civil service examination system
or keju, which has played a central role in Chinese
social and intellectual life for about 1,300 years,
on Chinese people’s outlook on education and
the existing education system was explored. The
discussion was helpful in providing colleagues
some insight into the traditional Chinese values
and the reasons why Chinese people attach such

great importance to education.

The program ended with a round-up session,
hosted by Yew Wah'’s superintendent Mr Tin Ip,
during which participants discussed how the
Chinese people see education’s impact on their
work and what they can do in schools to maximize
the benefits and overcome the obstacles. They
believe children will learn more eagerly if teachers
and parents encourage them rather than criticizing
them. Teachers should communicate with
parents and let them understand the importance

of encouragement and confidence building for

students.

FEMBEEER Colleagues present a summary report
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X & % The Culture Committee and Culture Teams hold the first meeting
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MBWY Correspondent
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Culture Committee of B & P Group (Culture
Committee) and Culture Teams of Yew Chung and
Yew Wah (Culture Teams) held the first meeting
at Scholars Conference Hotel in Huangshan on
September 24, 2016. More than 50 people attended
including the Co-Principals and veteran teachers
from Yew Chung and Yew Wah schools, and
leaders of the Group.

Prof. Paul Yip, the chairman of B & P Group and
also chairman of the Culture Committee, delivered
a keynote speech at the meeting explaining “global
humanistic education” and the related philosophy.

Mr CM Cheng, the secretary-general of the Culture
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Committee, talked about the history, objective
and organization of the committee. Then, all
participants held discussion in groups on topics
including: the understanding of and reflection on
the philosophy raised by Prof. Yip, the feedback on
the job scopes listed in the Prospectus of Culture

Committee of B & P Group and Culture Teams
of Yew Chung and Yew Wah, and how to realize

the above philosophy and job scopes through
curriculums, school activities and team building

projects.

The Culture Committee and Culture Teams were
set up to promote global humanistic education,
which covers global perspectives, cultural
tolerance, cultural emphasis and a knowledge
structure that keeps up with the times. In his
speech, Prof. Yip explained the philosophy of
global humanistic education through the origin
of humankind, the idea of community of shared
future for mankind by President Xi Jinping, the
motto of Yew Chung and Yew Wah and the
prospect of our organization opening new schools
in countries covered by the “Belt and Road”

initiative.

The Culture Committee was established over 10
years ago. In its new stage of work, Mr Cheng
said, the committee needs to strengthen the
implementation of culture and philosophy in line
with the development of the Group. He said it
will work with the Culture Teams as well as the
management and human resources division of each
school to realize this goal and make Minbaowuyu,
the Group’s official magazine, the platform for

cultural philosophy exchange.
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Thank you for your support for MBWY. In order to improve the magazine’s quality, Editorial Board is
conducting a reader survey. Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions and send back to
MBWY Ms Sherman Chan by mail (16th Floor, Midas Plaza, No. 1 Tai Yau Street, San Po Kong, Kowloon,
Hong Kong), fax ([852] 2635 1607) or email (mbwy@bnpholdings.com).
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The personal information connected in the survey is confidential and used only for the purpose of

analysis and sending souvenirs. It will not be passed to the third party or used in other purposes.
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Readers who answer all questions will receive one souvenir.
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Are you satisfied with MBWY? Please rate the following items and circle the corresponding number of

satisfaction level.
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Do you agree to the following statements about MBWY? Please rate your level of agreement by circling

the corresponding number.
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N

C BRBATITELE 2R

MBWY needs improvement in:

C R A BB TR T R RS R SRR N B R AR 52

Are you interested in becoming our regular writer or contact person at campuses?
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What are your other opinions on MBWY?
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Jacky Fung, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute Researcher
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A symposium themed “Beyond 1104” , from July
18 to 22, 2016, was hosted by the Hong Kong
Policy Research Institute and its Hong Kong Vision
project, with more than 50 students participating.
As “1104” represents Hong Kong’s total land area,
“Beyond 1104” implies that teenagers should think
globally and out of the box.

During the opening ceremony, Mr Jasper Tsang,
the officiating guest and the convenor of Hong
Kong Vision, pointed out that this symposium
aimed to broaden students’” horizon and nurture
them to become world citizens. Terence Tsui, a
student representative from the University of
Oxford, agreed with Mr Tsang on the importance
of keeping a global perspective. He believed that
the recent localism movements in Hong Kong
were xenophobic and would affect our long term

economy.

We invited Mr Jacky Foo Kong Seng, the Consul-
General of Singapore, Mr Christian L. De Jesus,
the Deputy Consul-General of the Philippines, Mr
Masahiko Sugita, the Consul of Japan and Prof.

[F) &2 2 }2 8¢ £ A student gives her opinion
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Participants learn an Indian dance

Reza Hoshmand, a representative of the UNESCO
Hong Kong Association to deliver speeches and

present certificates.

The symposium included discussions on how to
improve Hong Kong’s international status through
implementing policies on cultural and creative
industry, teenagers and small and medium

enterprises.

Talks and workshops drew discussion on topics
of Asia’s politics, economy and culture in the first
three days. Guest speakers included Dr Simon
Shen Xu-hui, Associate Professor and Programme
Director of The Chinese University of Hong Kong,
Dr Law Ka-chung, Head Economist and Strategist
at Bank of Communications Co., Ltd. Hong Kong
and Prof. Kerry Kennedy, Senior Researcher,
Centre for Governance and Citizenship of the

Education University of Hong Kong.

In the last two days, students formed groups and
participated in a model Council meeting, presided
by Mr Tsang. They drafted policy suggestions
on cultural and creative industry, teenagers and
small and medium enterprises before the meeting
and actively debated the proposals at the meeting.
After discussions, questions and amendments, all

motions were passed.

BiEE : B (RigwR) BE<E
Translated by: Timothy Yeung, MBIWY Intern
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B AT B R RIEE & K Bt Government's advertisement for the retirement protection scheme

BEEHERMNRELTER
A Retirement Protection Scheme with Living
Cost and Rent Allowances

7Y (RiepHE) REKA
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member
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BARPEFZ T A public forum on retirement protection
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In response to the public engagement exercise on retirement protection, the Hong Kong Policy Research
Institute (PRI) has submitted a scheme to the government. In drafting the scheme, Mr Andrew Fung,
Director & CEO of PRI, Mr Law Cheung-kwok, Senior Researcher of PRI & Director of Economic Research
Centre, Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies and Mr Chris Ip, Research Assistant of PRI, endorse the

principle of “helping those with financial needs” and complement it with following ideas.

It is against economic principles to provide allowances to affluent elders. To effectively identify those elders
with financial needs, the scheme proposes an economic assessment system that evaluates applicants’ total
income derived from their job and property. $4,000 is set as the “Basic Living Cost Standard” and only those
whose total income is less than that are eligible for the subsidy. The amount of monthly subsidy will be the
difference between an applicant’s total income and the Basic Living Cost Standard. Also there will be a rent
allowance with $3,500 as the upper limit for those with difficulty in renting a place to live. It is estimated that

the scheme covers 89% of elders in accordance with their needs.

While not weakening our competitiveness, the scheme suggests that the government uses budget for the
current elder allowances, an annual yield of $100 billion from the seed funding and the revenue from the
proposed 3% Goods and Services Tax (GST), as well as the accumulated surplus from fiscal reserve or/and
the capital from issuing bonds, to cover the scheme’s operating cost. From 2015 to 2064, the accumulated
balance is projected to lie between $120 billion deficit and $250 billion surplus. If the scheme’s income is
lower than expected, it will still be covered by the government’s estimated $1,398 billion fiscal surplus. Also,

the GST rate and retirement age can be adjusted to ensure the continuity of the scheme.
Overall, this proposed scheme can replace the existing three old age allowance schemes and will cover

near 90% of the elders. The specific economic assessment system will create a more equitable social welfare

system. And introduction of GST will ensure economic sustainability.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means ‘people are my brothers and all things are my kinds’. The concept
of "unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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