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From the Editor

Yew Wah International Education School of
Guangzhou opened in September this year. It is
situated in Guangzhou Yew Wah International
Education Park, with a construction area of 110
000 sq. meters and a projected population of 2000

students.

In retrospect, Madam Tsang Chor-hang was only
16 years old in 1927 when she joined with two
or three other women to establish the Yew Wah
school in Hong Kong . Yew means “to glorify”
and Wah is one of the Chinese characters that
means “China”. From the start, the school had
this vision of education for the future of China
and the world. In 1932, it was renamed as Yew
Chung, and as Principal, Madam Tsang overcame
difficulties and operated the school until the 1970s,
when Dr. Betty Chan, Director of Yew Chung
Education Foundation took over and expanded it
into international education and eventually into
the global education system today. The feature of
this issue reports on the opening of the new school
and looks back to the history of Yew Chung - Yew
Wah.

Several members of the B&P Group contributed
to this issue with interesting travel reports on the

USA, mainland China, and Europe.
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Opening of Yew Wah International
Education School of Guangzhou

Helen Li

General Manager (Business Development)
YWEM,Guangzhou
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Background

Guangzhou Yew Wah International Education
Park is located at Guangzhou Dragon Lake
community of Huadu district with a construction
area of 110,000 sq. meters and a projected
population of 2000 students. It is equipped with
advanced facilities to cater for modern and
international educational services. It will provide
top international education from kindergarten to
high school, and give students a multi-cultural

learning environment.

Yew Wah International Education Foundation
is based on the experiences of Yew Chung
International Schools promoting quality education
in Hong Kong and China in the past years.
Dr. Betty Chan Po-king (Director of Yew Wah
International Education Foundation) and Professor
Paul Yip Kwok-wah (Chairman of the Board of
Yew Wah International Education Foundation)
have put much efforts on promoting the modern
educational ideas in China, and have already set
up Yew Wah International Schools in Shanghai,

Yantai and Rizhao.

After 5 years of efforts, Yew Wah International
Education School of Guangzhou (YWIES-GZ)
finally opened in September 2014 and became a
new member of Yew Wah International Education
Schools.

Campus

YWIES-GZ is located at Dragon Lake. The
highways nearby connect the campus and town
centre, the airport and other Pearl River Delta
cities. The design of the campus is done by
American designer Ye Jing-wen and his team. They
make use of the natural surroundings and fuse
the school into the environment, at the same time,
maintaining each part's independence. They also
maintain high level of safety in the design of traffic,

road and gardens, specially for the use of students.

Teaching

YWIES-GZ merges the Chinese and Western
teaching method and theory and combine the local
and international syllabuses innovatively. Also,
it introduces professional foreign teachers and
international teaching materials. This builds a real
international learning environment in China. The
international syllabus provided also helps student

to cope with any level of schools worldwide.

Besides teaching quality, Yew Wah emphasizes
on whole-person development. We believe the
foundation of education is based on the building
of personality, including character education,
physical, social and emotional development. This
can help students develop intelligently, socially,
physical and spiritually.



Orientation

On 18" September, 2014, YWIES-GZ started its
first day of school. Under the witness of 300
students, teachers and parents, Dr Betty Chan and
Professor Paul Yip presented the flag of Yew Wah
to Christopher Connellan, Western Co-Principal,
and Stella Zhou, Chinese Co-Principal together,
and marked the new milestone of Yew Wah

International Education Foundation.

After that, About 160 students started their exciting
2-days monster orientation camp. The theme of the
camp is "School is Cool!" and includes art, physical
education, music and drama. With the corporation
of local and foreign teachers, students are able to
think out of the box, participate in the activities as
actively as little monsters and discover the fun of

school.

Conclusion

YWIES-GZ has put much effort on providing a real
international learning environment to local and
foreign families. We are confident that YWIES-GZ
will develop into the top leader in international

education.
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The History and Philosophy of Yew
Chung and Yew Wah

Dr. Betty Chan
Director of Yew Chung Education
Foundation
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The following is an extract of the speech of Dr.
Betty Chan given in the new school year 2014/15
to all new colleagues. It helps us understand the
history and education philosophy of Yew Chung
and Yew Wah:

Our beginnings were in the historical context
of China struggling against its dynastic past
to become a modern state in the community
of nations. The Qing dynasty collapsed in
1911, leaving China weak and open to foreign
aggression. By the late 1920s and early 1930s the
British, French, Germans and Japanese all had
strengthened their footholds in China, whose
internal troubles left its survival up in the air. My
dear mother, Hau Cheung Po Po was only 16 years
old in 1927 when she joined with two or three other
women to establish a school in Hong Kong which
they named Yew Wah. Yew means “to glorify” and
Wah is one of the Chinese characters that means
“China”. The school was born from this vision of
education for the future of China and the world.
My mother began as a school teacher, and each
of these founders of the school formed a working
committee each with different responsibilities -
one for administration, one for finance, and one as

principal. This went on for two or three years.

One day, the person responsible for finance
announced to the committee that the school had
gone bankrupt. There was no money to continue
the operation of the school, no money to pay
bills, no money to pay teachers” salaries. Because

students had paid their whole year school fees at

the beginning of the school year, the committee
members felt they had to honour what they had
promised to the parents. Some teachers left. Those
who stayed not only did not receive salaries but
they had to put in extra money of their own to
continue to maintain the operation of the school. Po
Po was one of those who stayed. She was only 19
years old, nevertheless she was elected Principal of
the school. By 1932 all the partners had left and Po
Po was the sole head of the school. After operating
as Yew Wah school for five years, Po Po renamed
the school Yew Chung where she continued as the
Principal of the school from 1932 until I took over
from my mother in the 1970s. It is from this date
1932 that we say Yew Chung was established.

My mother, Hau Cheung Po Po, Madam Tsang
Chor-hang created Yew Chung in 1932 with a sense
of mission. Yew Chung has several meanings.
It means “to glorify Chungkuo” the Middle
Kingdom which means China. It means “to glorify
Chungshan”, Sun Chung Shan, the founder of
modern China, who is better known to the Western
community as Dr. Sun Yat Sen. “Chungshan” is
also a prefecture-level city in the Pearl River Delta
and the hometown of Dr. Sun Yat Sen, which was

also the hometown of my mother.

Given the context of an impoverished China
from which Hau Cheung Po Po emerged, she felt
a powerful sense of mission to help China. She
firmly believed that China could only improve
and become modern through education. Yew
Chung was founded on Christian principles. We

want our children to understand the creator of our



world and we want to provide quality education
to the new generations of Chinese students who
would revitalize China thereby fulfilling Dr. Sun’s
vision of a new and modern China emerging in
the 20th century. She placed great importance on
whole person education, insisted on education on
fundamentals, and tried to send the most precious
message to our children, so that they understand
the fragility of humans and the great love of God.
She believed this is the best gift for children.

I inherited Hau Cheung Po Po’s vision and
expanded it from the 1980s into international
education and eventually into the global education

system we have today.

Hau Cheung Po Po has become the focal point that
unifies all our schools, the symbol of the spirit of
Yew Chung / Yew Wah. As a way of expressing
gratitude for the contribution she has made to
bring together all Yew Chung / Yew Wah schools,
we established “Founder’s Day” as a special annual
event to be celebrated within the Yew Chung /
Yew Wah educational community on the 2nd
Friday of October of every year, while celebrating
our 80th anniversary in the academic year of 2012-
2013. The event gathered students, staff members,

alumni and friends of Yew Chung and Yew Wah to

acknowledge the foundation laid by Hau Cheung
Po Po for Yew Chung / Yew Wah.

School Vision

In the beginning, Hau Cheung Po Po created a very
simple motto to guide the curriculum and program
of the first Yew Chung classes. It expressed four
key character attributes: diligence, thrift, humility,

and trust.

Later we expanded the values set by adding key
qualities like courage, persistence, righteousness,
gratefulness, love, respect, courtesy, sincerity,
acceptance, equality, justice, and harmony. We

stated our educational objectives:

To nurture in every student an open outlook
on life, a caring attitude towards people and
environment, a high proficiency in English and
Chinese, an ability to communicate and cooperate
with people from different cultural backgrounds,
an ability to adjust well in a competitive and highly
technological world, and a sense of commitment to

the world and its people.

From that first simple motto through the expanded
“Identity” document we developed in the 1990s,
we took the advice from “Mankind at the Turning
Point”, a report published by the Club of Rome.
The report warns humans on the choices we face
in the next century. We adopted the new planetary
consciousness, and confirmed the following

objectives since the last century:

Yew Chung Science and Technology
will align with Culture and Arts
Love and Charity

In the 21st Century, our world views evolved from

the global village to the grand universe:

8 : LBRPNBRLEEER
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- Touching the earth

We touch the earth with our hands, feel the world
with our senses, and appreciate nature with our
hearts. We should be joyful and connect ourselves

to nature. We are nature.

- Love is the origin

Love is like a spring or fountain that connects the
Cosmos, Nature, human beings and every species
of creation. Therefore, stop harming each other but
“Love one another”, as the Holy Bible says. We

must be benevolent and wise.

This is the background on how Yew Chung
developed from Yew Wah and gradually
developed a philosophy focused on character
formation. These are to bring the Motto and Yew
Chung / Yew Wah into the future, and to ensure
our students understand the concept of human
welfare. They represent lofty concepts which, in
the original Chinese, express the integration of life:
our place in the cosmos, our role as caretakers and
protectors of the earth, our relationship to nature,
our commonality as a species, and the binding

nature of love.

In this sense Yew Chung and Yew Wah are the
same. The school closed during the Japanese
occupation of Hong Kong, but after the war Po Po
reopened the school as Yew Chung. It originated
as a local kindergarten and a mainstream primary
section. In the early 1960s, Yew Chung also had a

secondary division for a short period of time. In

the 1970s, I returned from America determined to
make early childhood education (ECE) theories
into our Hong Kong’s kindergarten system. In
those days, it was not easy to introduce a new
educational concept like ECE to Hong Kong where
parents could only think about getting their child
into elite schools. When I first came back to Hong
Kong, I worked in Caritas where I organized
many seminars and talks which brought me into
contact with many local schools and organizations.
Through community and parents education, the
general public in Hong Kong gradually awakened
to the need for ECE as a critical pathway to lifelong

learning.

After working in Caritas for two years, I left Hong
Kong again for my doctorate degree. Before I left
Hong Kong, my mother had reached retirement
age. Yew Chung moved from Portland Street in
Shum Shui Po to Kent Road in Kowloon Tong. I
wanted to implement ECE concepts and principles
to make Yew Chung an exemplary early childhood

learning centre.

“Play” is a way of learning to children. “Learning
through play” is a theory in ECE. The school
is the first place for children to learn to live
independently without their parents. It is a
mini-society for them to learn. For our ECE and
kindergarten programs we adopted the open
classroom and children had learning corners.
We did away with examination-based learning
and had inquiry based learning with hands
on experience, helping children to construct
knowledge. These were somewhat radical
approaches to early learning in Hong Kong in the
1970s, so we actually just started with two children.
We struggled through very difficult times. But
I persisted. We didn’t give up easily but rather
confronted challenges head on. When the typical
Hong Kong child would cry and cry having to go
to school, our few children became happy children
eager to come to school. The children wanted to go
to school even when they were sick. Positive word
of mouth spread among parents and other students

came. Although it was a long struggle getting ECE



established, by the end of the 1970s and early 1980s
the Yew Chung kindergarten was filled to capacity
with waiting lists. Our school had to expand to
fulfil the demand of parents who signed up for

their unborn children.

What is an international school ?

In the 1980s, with the new technology development
and the emergence of the concept of global
village and internationalization, Professor Paul
Yip and I began to ask the question, “What is an
international school?” Is it simply a school that has
Western teachers and uses English as the medium
of instruction? Is it a school with a multicultural
student body? From the Hong Kong perspective,
looking at the various international schools that
had been established to cater for the educational
needs of a particular national group providing
qualifications for these students to return to their
homelands to continue their education, it seemed
evident that these were in reality just national
schools in an international context. Then in 1985 we
started the first Yew Chung international primary
class. Our pattern was to move up one class per
year until we completed a full primary section
and to continue into secondary to Year 11. In the
year 1998, our students participated in the IGCSE
examination for the first time. There were too few
students to continue Year 12 the following year.
But in 2000, we added the IB Diploma program
for Year 12 and 13. By 2002, our first secondary
students completed the whole high school course
and with the IB Diploma they began to enter to
universities in U.K, U.S, Canada, Australia and
Hong Kong. This year those graduates celebrated
the 10th anniversary of their graduation as we

celebrate the 80th anniversary of the school.

In the past 30 years, we were planning and
developing our own Yew Chung / Yew Wah
curriculum - International, non-examination based,
integrating best practices and concepts of the
East and West, and focusing on bilingual English
and Chinese dual language learning. This, too,
took time and effort. It was not easy building up

our curriculum year by year. But it was a unique

research-based international curriculum. We were
a school providing international education with
a distinct philosophy that shaped the curriculum,

administration, and practices of the school.

In her book “An Introduction to International
Education”, Dr. Mary Hayden points out that
many of the so-called “international schools” do
not provide international education and, in fact,
some state supported schools actually provide
more elements of the international education
than their counterparts who are actually national
schools in an international context. We are so
familiar with this model that we tend to think
that an international school is one that is basically
Western, uses English or a European language as
the medium of instruction, and has a multinational
and multicultural staff and student body. But I
felt an international school should provide an
international education. Yew Chung adopted a
different view. Yew Chung defines an international
education by what goes on inside the student. It
is about the internal transformation of the child.
This is affected by the international school’s
culture, which is created by the teaching and
learning environment, the administration, the
overall curriculum content and the educational
delivery processes which directly impact the
character formation of the child. Our curriculum
and practices are shaped by this philosophy. To
be truly global minded, a student acquires the
capacity to see the planet as one homeland for
humans and all species, a planet that requires
care and attention. Global issues may start with
simple recycling, growth in the natural world,
but eventually evolves into human migrations,
refugees, the poverty cycle, wars and social
breakdowns, trafficking - arms, drugs, humans,
and considerations of diversity in governance,
economics, ethnicities, faith communities, cultures
and civilizations. And throughout this century we
will experience the impact of an emerging China,
and hence our emphasis on bilingual fluency in
English and Chinese. All the programs offered by
Yew Chung / Yew Wabh reflect our commitment to

global education.

15
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Here we also need to talk about another important
reason for Yew Chung to set up an international
school. In the late 1980s there was a lot of
uncertainty in Hong Kong about the 1997 handover
of sovereignty to The People’s Republic of China.
Some families felt insecure and decided to leave
Hong Kong. Many families that stayed sent their
children away to boarding schools. Whatever
the reason, Hong Kong people were more and
more aware of the world and the different
educational opportunities in other countries. I
felt that we needed to provide the international
education our citizens were seeking in order to
keep families together in Hong Kong. Splitting
up families is never good for the children. Our
ideas were evolving through experience in starting
an international primary school, and gradually
through the 1990s and into the early years of the
new millennium we developed our philosophy of
holistic education for the character formation of
world citizens. As globalization took off in the new
century, we began to see that even international
education was limiting and we needed to move
beyond into global education whereby we
educated the new generations in a way that they
would become global citizens thinking first of the
welfare and care of the planet and all species, then

of the nation and finally the local level.

It was not an easy path getting here. We struggled
every step of the way. Sometimes we did not have
the resources to do what we envisioned. It took
time to develop and implement the curriculum,
to gather a team who shared the same vision. So,
you can imagine how thrilled we were when Dr.
Mary Hayden in her book “An Introduction to
International Education” identified Yew Chung
as a unique grouping of international schools in
the world, or when a member of the YCIS Beijing
accreditation team indicated that she had never
encountered a school with such a developed

philosophy that permeated all levels of the school.
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CEBEZYEE Center for American Progress

Think tanks are the institutes that research on
public policies and make recommendation. They
act as the bridge between knowledge and power,
and link the researchers and decision-makers of

public policies.

According to the 2013 Global Go To Think Tank
Index Report, Think Tanks and Civil Societies
Program, conducted by University of Pennsylvania,
there are 1,828 think tanks in America. The
American famous think tanks have large impact
on the decision-making of the US government or
public opinions. In Asia, think tanks are usually
affiliated with major industrial or commercial

organizations and government organizations.

In July, four members of Hong Kong Policy

Research Institute visited six famous American

think tanks in Washington D.C. These six think

tanks can be classified into two main types:

Research-focused Think Tanks
These are traditional think tanks, which proclaim
themselves to be non-partisan and emphasize

rigorous analysis on public policies.

Brookings Institution

Brookings Institution is founded in 1916 by Robert
S. Brookings, which ranks number one among
American and worldwide think tanks according
to the above-mentioned index report. Its main
scope of studies includes governance, economic
issues, metropolitan policy, and foreign policy. It is
regarded as centrist or liberal-centrist, while both
the Republican Party and Democratic Party value

its research.



Urban Institute (UI)

It is set up by former President Lyndon B. Johnson
in 1968, and stresses independence and non-
partisanship in the studies of economic and social
policies. Successive American governments,
whether Republican or Democrat, have
commissioned it to conduct research. Its main
scope of research includes health, housing finance,

income and benefits, etc.

Advocacy Think Tanks

These think tanks have clear political ideology
and beliefs, and are closely related to either the
Republican Party or the Democratic Party. While
they conduct research, they emphasize providing
speedy and timely policy analysis and information,
and are adept in using the media and social media
to advocate their ideas, so as to influence the public

policy formulation.

Heritage Foundation

Founded in 1973, Heritage’s mission is to formulate
and promote conservative public policies based
on the principles of free enterprise, limited
government, individual freedom, traditional
American values, and a strong national defense.
It focuses on providing timely and accurate
data and research, and effectively promotes it
to congressmen and their assistants, the media,
government officials, academic institutions, and
other social organizations. With its strong impact
on the rise of conservatism in the USA, it becomes

a role model of advocacy think tanks.

Center for American Progress (CAP)

CAP is established in 2003 to counteract the rise of
conservatism in the United States, and is closely
related to the Democratic Party. It advocates
progressive ideas and action, and mainly focuses
on energy, national security and economic

development and opportunities, etc.

Cato Institute (Cato)

Set up in 1977, Cato upholds beliefs in
libertarianism - individual liberty, limited
government, free markets and peace. It claims to
be independent from political parties and does not

take revenue from the government.

American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy
Research (AEI)

A group of corporate executives and businessmen
set up AEI, formerly known as American Enterprise
Association (AEA) in 1938. It is committed
to expanding liberty, increasing individual
opportunity and strengthening free enterprise.
It focuses on economics, foreign and defense
policy, politics and public opinion, education, etc.
Although it claims to be independent, it has been
closely related to former President George Bush,
with over 20 members once working in the Bush

Administration.

Progressive Policy Institute (PPI)

Established in 1989, PPI was once the original
“idea mill” for former President Bill Clinton’s
New Democrats. It seeks to advance progressive,
market-friendly ideas that promote American
innovation, economic growth and wider
opportunity. PPl has now become the affiliated
organization of the Democratic Leadership Council

of Democratic Party.
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Contributions : On Travels

Three Poems about Travelling
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The photos of the red leaves and the moat of
the Forbidden City were taken by the writer’s
good friend Ms. Sun Zhi-qiang from Beijing, and

inspired the writers to compose the poems.

Anthoer poem was written after the writer’s
trip to Seoul in September last year. He visited

Changdeokgung, a former palace in South Korea.
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Early morning My daughter and I arrived at
Nuremberg and we took a bus to Prague there.
We ordered the tickets online a week ago, which
included the train tickets of the departing city. It
costed 160 euro. The double-deck air-conditioned
bus is comfortable and there is a staff helping

passengers to get the luggage and sell some snacks.

After 90 minutes, we entered the Czech Republic.
Germany and Czech Republic are within Schengen
Area and there is no border checkpoint. If the
mobile network had not reminded us about
the extra charge of roaming, we would not
have noticed that we had crossed the border. In
Germany, we could always see construction sites
for residential houses along the road. However, in
Czech Republic, we never saw one. Didn’t Czech
have the need for new house construction, or
didn’t they have the money to build them?

A 13748 7 i 1K X /Y BE S B SO AE - A5 SR H Al
BT o AT RIS G N YRR BT A 5 I O B 9 (] 2
HY K —Z -

Czechoslovakia was divided into Slovakia and
the Czech Republic in 1989. The Czech Republic
is member of the European Union, but not within
the Eurozone. The currency is Czech Crown. But
in Prague, Euro can also be used for shopping and

traffic.

The tourist spots in Prague are near to each other.
We could simply walk among Prague Castle,
churches and the Astronomical Clock. In European
countries, free guiding tours are very common.
Although they are free, the guides must be
certified. They usually use umbrellas as signature
and attract tourists to join. Tourists can join and
leave the tour anytime. The tour was scheduled for
four hours. We only joined the first half and left

some tips for the guide.
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Recommended by the guide, we had lunch in a
local restaurant. The price was quite cheap. A
business lunch only costed 8 euro. Gulash Soup
is very famous in Czech Republic. It is a beef
soup held in a big loaf of bread, which is enough
for people with smaller appetite. When I bought
barbequed pork there, the owner replied to me in
Mandarin, which showed Chinese has exported

their “soft power”.

In Europe, sunset comes at around 8 or 9 o’clock at
night in summer. It is the best time to attend music
performances at night. We watched two shows
in the old palace. The venue could contain only
a hundred people, which shortened the distance

between the performers and audience.

We also visited Kutna Hora, which is 65 km from
Prague. It is famous for Sedlec Ossuary. We took a
train for an hour to get there. In the 17th century,
there were wars and pandemics. There were too
many dead bodies, so people chose to bury them
in the church. In 1870, the nobles ordered to use
40,000 human bones to decorate the church. Now,
there are bones of limbs and ribs at the entrance
and the walls of the church with skulls at the
corner. Tourists are welcomed to touch the bones.
While the bones bring the small town prosperity,
the soul of the dead have no place to lie. The
sadness stayed in my mind for a long time even
after we left the church.

Old Town Square in Prague is very crowded all
day. When we were tired, we would enjoy coffee
at the square and enjoyed the performance of street
performers, reading leisurely after a few cups of
coffee, we still had to pack up “The Unbearable

Lightness of Being” and continued the journey.

IRV Kutna Hora MEIBREMT 4 BAMBHEEH >
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— Daughter’ s Part

Julia Gmeiner
Former Student of Yew Chung

International School (Secondary), HK

Our mother-daughter trip to the historical capital
of the Czech Republic, Prague, started on 3rd
May 2014. Early in the morning we departed from
my apartment in Ingolstadt. We took the train to
Nuremberg, where the coach was already waiting
for us. Shortly after departure I fell into asleep.
When I woke up, I could only see deserted land
around the highway and I knew we entered the
Czech Republic.

After we arrived at the Hotel, we immediately
drove to the city center to appease our hunger. We
had a typical sweet dish, called "Trdelnik". It is
made from rolled dough that is wrapped around
a stick, grilled and topped with sugar and nuts.
Because of the cold weather, we had some hot
wine punch which gave me the feeling of being on
a Christmas market in Germany. In the evening we
had some traditional Goulash soup that was served
in a round loaf of bread. It tasted very delicious
and we felt much warmer after being outside in the
cold.

During our stay in Prague we visited different
places, such as the Astronomical Clock at the
market square, the Charles Bridge and the
impressive Prague Castle where we spent a whole

day.

Prague is not only famous for its historical
buildings but also for the passion of music. During
the day, people can buy concert tickets for the
night in every corner of the city. Of course we
didn't want to miss out this experience. Although

I normally do not listen to classical music, I

really enjoyed the two concerts. It gave me a very
relaxing feeling after a hectic day, and it was like

immerging into a different century.

A friend told me about Sedlec Ossuary which is a
church decorated by human bones and it is located
in Kutna Hora, a small city, 65 kilometers outside
Prague. When I heard about this, I knew I have
to visit this place. From the outside, the church
seemed like any other. However, the inside was far
away from an ordinary church. Bones and skulls of
40.000 people hanging or lying everywhere, even
the chandelier was made of bones. My mum was
disgusted by the thought of all the dead people
that were used for decoration, but I found it very
impressive and a great solution for the shortage of

space on the cemetery.

On our last day, we spent the afternoon with a cup
of coffee on the Old Town Square. We watched the
artists' performance, the photo-taking tourists. We
enjoyed the quiet moments to recover the tiredness

of the past three days.

Prague is full of history and culture, that is dated
back to several centuries. Unlike other cities,
Prague gives you the feeling of traveling back into

the time where everything once started.
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I ask for wealth ( FZ KB & )

I ask for fame ( F&3K %42 )

I ask for glory to shine on my name
(BRBENHLTFHBERE)

I ask for love I can possess
(FoRLREHER %)

I ask for God and His angels to bless me
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I ask for nothing ( & — #EFi 3K )

I can get by ( #HE M ff 42795 )

But I know so many
(HEHEBHRZ A)

Less lucky than I ( ANa13K 3238 )

Please help my people
(FERBEEN)

The poor and downtrod
(E R ER A )

I thought we all were

(38 F M A2 )
Children of God (il /) #% T W% )
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It was in the middle of a bunch of business trips
that I headed to Europe. I was not particularly
excited about this vacation planned long ago,
for I felt exhausted in trying to keep up with the
constant change of time and space. Landing in
Basel and realizing that I was in the middle of
France, Switzerland and Germany did not help,
but the place triggered thoughts on the different
ways people spend their days and whether we

really have a choice to live out our desired lives.

Switzerland is like an enormous postcard.
Everywhere I looked I saw scenes that should
only exist in fairy tales. In such a wonderland, I
continued to ponder upon my heart’s desires. What
if I got to live in this beautiful place and spend all
my years among gorgeous mountains and mellow
cows? Would I find it fulfilling or would I long for
something more? Then I saw the Rhone Glacier,
and I was marveled. Time, space and all my trivial
concerns seemed to freeze with the ice that bore
unbelievable pureness. Feeling in touch with
eternity, I laid down myself before the Creator in

deep adoration.

If Switzerland is a postcard, Paris would be a huge
museum. History floats in the air. There is music
and art in every brick and wall. Once and again I
was infatuated with stories and legends about men
from a remote time that share our present struggles
and pursuits. Yet these men, great or small, have
all perished. Gazing at the magnificent Arc de
Triomphe de 1'Etoile, I knew that a day would
come when I too would perish, and I asked myself,
“What do I wish to leave behind?” I found a simple
answer in the solemn aura of Notre-Dame de Paris.
No, I did not wish to leave behind stones with
inscriptions about my accomplishments, I would
rather leave behind humble prayers for the lost
and forgotten. I realized what I had been searching
for remains the same regardless of shifting time
and space. Random acts of kindness, childlike
joys, minor events that showed the wonder and
beauty of life... my heart longed to be moved, and

perhaps, that was the happiness that I asked of life.
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Students Share Their China Classroom
Experience: Anhui, Shanxi, Beijing and Taiwan

A number of Years 7-9 students of YCIS Hong Kong joined the first China Classroom to explore Anhui,

Shanxi, Beijing and Taiwan. Some of them share their experience through articles and worksheets. Let’s look

at what they gained and felt.

Living with Nature — Kam Yi, Year 7 Student, YCIS Hong Kong

I went up to Huangshan by cable car and
walking the stairs. Travelling on the cable car,
I was surrounded by the marvellous mountain
landscapes, feeling like a god moving on clouds.
When I reached the peak, I saw the sea of clouds at
Huangshan, The clouds moved closer and a breeze
blew to us - Oh, how comfortable! We are taking
in the magnificent scenery!” I was also stunned by
the way pines adapted to survive on the top of the

mountain.

The experience at Huangshan made me realize
we are a part of nature. Nature gives what we
need, like fresh air and clean water. Knowing that
natural resources are limited, we should use them
with gratitude. I think that in such a way, humans

can live with nature in harmony.
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A Fruitful 7-Day Trip to Beijing
and Taiwan
— Tommy Chau, Year ¢ Student,
YCIS Hong Kong

Fun, joy, pain and passion are all we experienced
throughout the trip. We had lots of fun playing
together. It gave us joy when we visited many
wonderful spots. The worksheets were the source
of pain. We were full of passion during the three
debates.

When I think of the worksheets, I remember how
hard we tried to find the answers. We looked
at every exhibit in the museums in details.
Sometimes, we searched the whole museum only
to try to find one of the answers to the questions on

the worksheets.

The debates remain fresh in my memory. A
schoolmate could always make use of the
opponent’s problems in expression to gain
advantage, while another schoolmate made
personal attacks, both of whom broadened my

horizons.

We visited many tourist spots in Taiwan and
Beijing and tasted plenty of snacks. We also rented
a private mini theater to watch Cape No. 7, a movie

about Taiwan.

Apart from cuisine and entertainment, we
experienced the difference of politics and degree
of freedom between the two places. At Beijing, we
could not say something bad; at Taiwan, we talked

freely.
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2014 District Council Meeting
Simulation Workshops

Hong Kong Policy Research Institute organized
a District Council Meeting Simulation Workshop
on 23rd June, 2014. Around 20 Superintendents
and Chief Health Inspector of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department participated
in the workshop. The workshop aims at improving
the communication between the government and
district councils and helping different parties
to work effectively together. It also helps the
participants to understand that engagement
is much more effective than notification and
consultation in governing Hong Kong nowadays.
District council members from different political
parties also joined us as our consultants in
preparing the materials for the workshop and

accepting our interviews.

During the workshop, Mr. Fung Chi-ching,
Researcher, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute,
introduced the content of the training and the
interview results with the present district council
members. After that, Mr. Tam Kwok Kiu, MH,
JP, the vice-president of Hong Kong Association
for Democracy and People's Livelihood joined
us as the guest speaker and shared his personal
experiences as a district council member. The
participants were divided into groups to have
simulated training while former district council
member of Yau Tsim Mong District Miss Ng Po-
shan and former district council member of Sham
Shui Po District Miss Lai Wai-lan helped us to be

the stimulated chairmen of district council.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr. Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-
profit making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel
and catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication
and identity among staff members and introducing to the society the Group’s services and businesses.
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Minbaowuyu

Means “People are my brothers and all things are my kinds”. The concept of “unity of
nature and man’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai’s ecological ethics. Zhang
Zai is a famous philosopher of the Northern Sung Dynasty of China.
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