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From the Editor

Our last issue reported on the newly-designed Chinese Studies Course of Yew Chung International School
and one of its theme topics - “A Tour into Chinese Culture”. The feedback from our readers has been very

positive. Feature 1 of this issue reports on another theme topic -- the Taiwan’s study tour.

Feature 2 reports on the joint conference on ‘Public Engagement in the Decision-making Process” by Hong
Kong Policy Research Institute and two other think-tanks, Dashun Policy Research Centre and SD Associates

Ltd. It addresses the issue of ineffective governance of the HKSAR Government in recent years.

Professor Yip Kwok Wah, Chairman of the B & P Group, gave his views in our interview on the development
of China and the important role of patriotic private enterprises. In another interview, Dr. Troy Lui, who is
in charge of the Chinese Studies Course, explains the education rationale and learning objectives of the new

curriculum.

Contribution of articles and pictures are welcome from the colleagues and friends of B & P Group, B & P

Foundation Limited and its Sponsored Organizations (please send to hkpricontact@gmail.com).
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Bonding of Five Groups of People in Taiwan

Terry Cheng, Member of Culture Committee,
Yew Chung Education Foundation

Taiwanese society can be said to be comprising five groups of people—the indigenous people, Hokkien
(Southern Fukienese), Hakka, Mainlanders and new immigrants. They are not strictly ethnic groupings as
most of them are Han Chinese with similar cultural backgrounds. These groups settled in Taiwan at different
periods of time, and have developed differences and at times confrontations over history. In a recent trip to
Taiwan in preparation for a study tour of Chinese Studies Course at Yew Chung International School, this

writer visited places that shed light on the history of these groupings in their settlement in Taiwan.

This writer finds that despite their differences, these five groups of people are integrating into a new entity
that will face a common destiny. This development will impact on the politico-social environment of Taiwan,

and in turn affect its relationship with Mainland China and pose challenges to their reunification.
This Taiwan leg of the study tour is connected to the Beijing part, providing Year 9 students the opportunities

to see for themselves the differences between the two sides regarding issues like how to integrate different

ethnic groups, preserve cultural relics and interpret modern Chinese history.
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The Voice of the Heart - Three Female
Writers and Taiwan’ s Ethnic Relations and
Language Policy

Jenny Yim, Co-ordinator of
the Chinese Studies Course Development Team

The design of "China Classroom" study tour (please refer to articles posted in MBWY Issue no. 18 for
details) for Year 9 students revolves around three main themes, namely, 1) the interpretation of history, 2)
conservation and development, and 3) ethnic relations and language policies. It might sound like they are all
recondite topics, but in fact the issues we wish to inquire are relevant to our daily lives and involve feelings

and thoughts that lay in everyone’s heart.

A trip to the National Museum of Taiwan Literature may well explain this. The museum, situated in Tainan
and listed on the itinerary of Year 9’s study tour, presents enthralling exhibitions that display manuscripts,
books and related items in ways that lead visitors to personally get in touch with Taiwan’s history. Through
the manuscript of poet Xi Murong, for example, we are able to feel one’s inborn attachment towards
“hometown” as she passionately talks of Inner Mongolia, the land of her ancestors which she only got to see
after she was fully grown. Zhu Tianxin, a writer who spent her childhood in a Military Dependents’ Village’,
observed the restlessness that arises when people are unable to live on the land that nurtured and eventually
buried their ancestors. Finally, as we trace the changes in Hakka poet Du Pan Fang-ge’s choice of written
language, we also witness the transformation and development of Taiwan’s language policy. The life stories
and works of each writer are interwoven with the historical and cultural background of Taiwan. They reveal
different facets of Taiwan’s ethnic relations and language policy, which is one of the three main themes of

Year 9’s “China Classroom”.

The design of “China Classroom” encourages students to explore seemingly perplexing issues in ways that
they could personally relate to. Hopefully, it would be a brand new experience to students in which learning

has never been as fun and rewarding.

*Villages specially allotted to KMT soldiers and dependents that retreated to Taiwan with the Nationalist Government.
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Effective Public Engagement

Synkie Xu, MBWY Editorial Board Member
On 30 November, 2013, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (“HKPRI"”), Dashun Policy Research Centre
(“Dashun”), and SD Associates Ltd. (“SD”) jointly organized a public conference on “Public Engagement in

Policy Deision-making”.

In his welcoming remarks, Dr. Peter-pun, Vice Chairman of HKPRI and Honorary Chairman of SD, said that
the objective of the conference was to discuss ways to make the public engagement more effective, so as to

smoothen the Government policy formulation process.

The keynote speaker, Mr. Lam Woon-kwong, Convenor of the Executive Council, HKSAR, pointed out
that owing to the rise of the civil society, public engagement was crucial to the Government process in
formulating major policies. This would in turn pave the way to the democratization of the local political
system. Mr. Lam cited the formulation of the Kai Tak site development blueprint as a successful case of

public engagement.

Professor Lui Tai-lok, Head of Department of Sociology, HKU, stated that since 1997, the authority of the
HKSAR Government had declined, with its popular support base and trust among citizens weakening. Even
pro-establishment parties had kept a distance with the Government, and public governance had become
increasingly difficult. In view of the unpredictability of the political situation, Prof. Lui called for new

perspectives in the dynamic analysis of the politics of Hong Kong.

The speech content of Dr. Andrew Chan, Board Director, The Urban Renewal Fund Limited (URFL) in the

conference is to be found in another article in this issue.

Mr. Lee Shu-wing, Director of Kwun Tong Project, the Urban Renewal Authority, shared his experience
in the Kwun Tong Project to summarize some important elements of public engagement : sincere
communication, starting the process of public engagement as early as possible, quickness in decision making,

and partner-like cooperation working from the bottom upwards.

Dr. Raymond Ho, Chairman of Dashun, concluded by saying that the Government should follow up on and
respond to the opinions and complaints of the citizens, and that it should set up interactive communication

channels with research centres and think tanks. Effective mechanisms would also need to be established to

incorporate the professional views and suggestions of the relevant organizations.




Never-ending Public Engagement
in Town Planning

Andrew Chan Ping-chiu, Board Director, The Urban Renewal Fund Limited (URFL)

Many consider public engagement in town planning will bring about better-informed decision-making and
greater ownership of decisions (Town and Country Planning Association, 2010). There are also people who
are worried about the lengthy time consumed in the process and delay it has caused in housing production.

This article explores whether experience of other countries would be of some help to Hong Kong.

Hong Kong’s Town Planning Ordinance has, to some extent, provisions to involve the public in both plan
making and planning applications. This article confines to the public involvement in the plan making process,
which attracts more public attention in general. Under the Ordinance, all new plans and amendment plans
will be published for two months to allow the public to inspect them. Any person may make representations
to the Town Planning Board within the two-month period. The Ordinance also provides for meeting logistics

including publication of draft plans, time for making public representations and hearing of representations.

Even the Government has long been aware of the drawbacks of the statutory provisions for public
involvement in Hong Kong (Hong Kong Government, 1991). By the time the Board decides to publish a plan,
the Board may have already made up its mind and there is little chance for them to change their mind after
hearing views of the public. On the other hand, the public is given insufficient information, if any at all, on
the plan such as technical assessments for the proposals. The public is at a very disadvantageous position
in putting forward their views on the published plan. There has been doubt about the effectiveness of the

statutory public involvement process (See also Lee, et al, 2013).
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The Government has attempted to improve the process administratively while keeping the statutory
process unchanged. In recent years, the Government has taken extra steps outside the statutory framework
by starting to consult the public very early in the ‘initial conceptual planning stage’. The Government
announces their intention to plan for certain district in Hong Kong and will hold briefing sessions to collect
initial views on what the Government intends to do. These briefing sessions mainly take the ‘town hall’
meeting format. One of the examples is the planning and development studies for the Northeast New

Territories.

Government planners, normally with the assistance of private consultants, will analyse the views and come
up with development options which the planners will present to the public in the next round of public
engagement. This time the public will comment on the various options proposed by the Government
planners. Same as last round, the Government planners together with the consultants will evaluate the
different options taking into account of the public views obtained in the engagement sessions. They will
then develop a preferred development option which they will submit to the Town Planning Board for
their consideration under the provisions of the Ordinance. The Board will publish the draft plan for public
inspection and hearing of public views will take place according to the statutory provisions as described

above.

This approach does not seem to work well. Dr. Peter T.Y. Cheung of Hong Kong University succinctly

summarizes the problems arising from the current approach of public engagement in Hong Kong as follows:

“Experience over the years confirms that consultation initiated by the government is not
designed to enhance public participation because there is no real dialogue between the officials
and the people. The public are passively engaged and do not know whether their views have
been incorporated or rejected, and on what grounds. The views of citizens may not be fairly
represented when the government sums up the feedback from the consultation, and such citizen
inputs are rarely fully revealed. The people are often only consulted after the government has
decided on its preferred options. Inevitably, public forums are dominated by stakeholders keenly
interested in the issues being considered. Although citizens may participate actively in certain
policy sectors such as in town planning and environmental impact assessment processes, they

have far fewer opportunities to participate meaningfully in most other areas (Cheung, 2011).

One of the problems in the process is that new stakeholders and issues may emerge in the course of public
engagement and indeed quite often near the end of the whole process. People would then demand to re-do
the engagement exercise again. Professor Raymond So, an academic and also a member of the Hong Kong
Housing Authority, expressed concern that Government’s efforts to make “more land for public housing is
often challenged by different concern groups... The end results are rounds of endless debate and discontent
(So, 2013).”

This is not uncommon in other countries where public engagement has been practiced for pretty long time.
To avoid last minute show up of stakeholders or popping up of fresh issues, new mechanism has been
introduced in these countries to resolve the issues of who should participate and what to consult or discuss
right from the beginning of the process. In England, the planning legislation requires that every municipality
responsible for planning has to produce, with local community and stakeholder involvement, an overall

‘Statement of Community Involvement’ (SCI) to guide its future planning work. The SCI must:
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* include some principles and aim for community involvement;

e show how involvement in planning links with involvement on related issues;

* include lists of methods and show how they would be used on different types of plan and at different
stages;

* clarify expectations of what involvement developers/applicants are expected to do; and

¢ make clear what resources are to be allocated to involvement work

Once drafted at the local level, the SCI must then be approved by central government. In submitting the plan
for approval, the local authority must describe the involvement undertaken and make clear where, how and
why (or why not) involvement results have been integrated into the plan. In principle, a plan can be rejected

if it can be shown that the involvement was inadequate or its inputs totally ignored.

The mechanism is grounded in several key principles. Their system is consensus-based. There is an
emphasis on dialogue and deliberative methods. A key process principle (a consensus building principle) is
to start the involvement very early - what is now termed ‘front-loading’. Involvement is deliberately wide
and inclusive - local communities and wider stakeholders. There are some emphases on overall processes,
not just random assemblies of enjoyable methods. The system emphasizes capacity building for all.
Processes have a high degree of consistency and transparency. Finally there are forms of accountability and

means of recourse to ensure things are done properly.

Initial feedback on the new participatory approach is encouraging (Bishop, 2012). There is sign that the
British Government is adopting the same approach in other areas of policy making. Similar provisions are
being introduced in the planning legislation of New South Wales, Australia. On the other hand, as pointed
out in Lee, et al (2013), the current public engagement exercises carried out by Government planners are
not effective. This has led to delay in housing and other infrastructure projects. More importantly public
discontent is growing. It is time that concerned authorities should review both the current legislative
provisions and administrative practice and see what lesson we can learn from other countries, e.g. in the way

that planners engage the public in the planning process.
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A Dream Comes True? My Dream
for China and Local Enterprises

An Interview with Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah
on the Development of China

Interviewers: Jacky Fung & Synkie Xu
MBWY Editorial Board Members

Writer: Jacky Fung

It has been long debated that China will collapse after its rapid growth in economy and international
recognition. Some experts stated that, China’s over-lending will pave the way to a long term depression
and cause a regional economic decline. In recent years, foreign enterprises have reduced or removed their

investments in mainland China. It was warned that the collapse of China would be imminent.

Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of B & P Group, provides a different perspective in this interview.
He suggests that while foreign enterprises aim at gaining short-term benefits, local, private enterprises will
offer corporate social responsibility. Prof. Yip sees the importance of local, private enterprises in finding their
roles in China, as their presence would supplement the incomplete economic structure and strengthen the
country’s soft power. For example, in recent years, the demand for high-quality education has been huge in
mainland China, and B & P Holdings Limited has provided education and management with quality in the
mainland. He believes that only those enterprises which bear social responsibility can achieve trust-worthy
partnership and long-term success. To advance Hong Kong’s unique mission in helping China’s dream come
true, Prof. Yip suggests that Hong Kong’s enterprises should continue to enhance their interactions with and

participation in the mainland.
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Day 2 (Beijing) Day 1 (Beijing)
WX (bm) X (R

Visit The Great Wall Visit Hutongs . * ug
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Conduct a survey in Beijing
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YEAR 9 BEIJING-TAIWAN ITINERARY

FEME AFHR ER-88 TR
YCls 2014.6.26-7.3

YEW CHUNG INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL-SECONDARY

The Great Wall of China Hutongs

RERE EiLHEAR
Behind the Wall Say Goodbye to Hutongs?
The historical and cultural interpretation of There are always seemingly unresolvable
the Great Wall extends way beyond its problems between urban development and
meaning as one of the most visited heritage conservation. Students will have a
symbolic tourist destinations in China. It discussion on how to conserve these
has been a connection between the past beautiful Hutongs. The project for today is
and present. Students will study on the to survey people’s opinions on Hong Kong
history and cultural meanings of the Great and their attitudes towards other cultures.
Wall while enjoy its magnificence. .
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Day 6 and Day 7 (Taipei to Tainan)
FEAEREEX (BESR)

Visit Bopiliao Heritage Street (Taipei)
SREWEY (&40

HSR to Tainan in the afternoon of Day 6
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Visit National Museum of Taiwan Literature (Tainan)
EET &ECRE (aW)

Return to Hong Kong on Day 7
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Bopiliao Heritage Street
) 2 W B S T

History and Literature

Bopiliao Heritage street is the only well-
preserved historical area from the Ming and
Qing Dynasties in Taipei. Students will
discuss on possibilities of making good use
of historical heritage sites. After an exciting
High Speed Rail ride to Tainan, students
will visit NMTL to research local literature
and language policies of Taiwan.
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Day 5 (New Taipei City)
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Visit Jinguashi
BR&FIARE (WLHEEE)

Language Policies (Group Project):
“upation to the present
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From Japanese
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Jinguashi
#MA

Day 3 and Day 4 (Beijing to Taipei)
H=EREOX (ERESI)
Visit National Museum of China (Beijing)

SWPEBREHE (LR

Fly to Taiwan in the afternoon of Day 3
BEXTrlbmmEaR

Visit National CKS Memorial Hall (Taipei)
MR PELZE (8140

Gold Rush and Japanese Rule

The glorious Gold Rush at Jinguashi
Villages has long passed, the history and
traces of Japanese rule is ever intriguing
and worth discovering. Students will carry
out their project on the influence of
Japanese colonialism on Taiwan.

GERRRREENOWE

1895 ERFBMZEBFHERE+FNME
WiBEE R LR T 7 T EMMEN ., EER
PRARSLaE IaREREINA—E 8§
FENMREERESE 6. SEHRARNTR
& MENERE,

.

National Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall
EuhEREE

A Tale of Two Cities

After the Civil War in 1949, The Chinese
Mainland and Taiwan went on their own
ways. After a 60-year split and love-hate
relationship shapes a delicate connection
between them. Students will make a
comparison of each side’s perspectives on
history through their visits to museums.
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On the Chinese Studies Course of Yew Chung
An Interview with Dr. Troy Lui

Yon Young, MBWY Editorial Board Member

Dr. Troy Lui, Head of the Chinese Curriculum Research Division of Yew Chung Education Foundation,
is in charge of the design and implementation of the Chinese Studies Course of Yew Chung International
School. In an interview with the reporter of Minbaowuyu, Dr. Lui said that the Chinese subject of the school
should not be a single subject only, but should also represent a language and a culture. The design of the
new Chinese Studies Course thereby encompasses the Chinese culture, history, geography, art, science,
technology, social conditions, etc. This would pose challenges to the teachers, who would need to work in
teams and to acquire knowledge in this wide range of subject areas. The school would also need to provide
systematic support to teachers, like establishing a digital database of relevant reference materials and an

online platform for the sharing of teaching materials and practices.

The China Classroom, i.e., the Chinese study tours, would be an on-site learning by students around a
specified theme, making their classroom learning more meaningful and interesting. For students taking
Chinese as a second language subject, the curriculum would have less requirement to use the Chinese

Language and adopt various ways of learning.

In recent parent sessions when the new curriculum and study tours were introduced, the parents” responses
were very enthusiastic and supportive. A work camp for teachers would be held in August in Shanghai this

year for them to share their experiences of implementing the Chinese Studies Course.
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News & Activities of B & P Group, B & P Foundation
Limited and its Sponsored Organizations
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Joint-institutional Memorandum of Understanding on
Promoting Global Ethic

Roundtable Education and Professional Development, Foundation for a Global Ethic (Stiftung Weltethos)
in Germany, International Affairs Research Centre of the Hong Kong Institute of Asia-Pacific Studies at
the Chinese University of Hong Kong, The Centre for Religious and Spirituality Education at the Hong
Kong Institute of Education, and the Institute of Sino-Christian Studies have signed a joint agreement on

promoting Global Ethic.

The Parliament of the World’s Religions in Chicago in 1993 endorsed the Declaration toward a Global Ethic.
For the first time in the modern history of religions, representatives of all the world religions agreed on the

core elements of a shared ethic:

. The principle of humanity.
. The Golden Rule of reciprocity.
. A commitment to non-violence, justice, truthfulness and partnership between men and women.

Based on the declaration, the partnering institutes will carry out an education project: “Global Ethic in School
Curriculum: Supporting in Moral, Civic and National Education” in 2014 to 2015. This project has received a

grant of nearly two million dollars by the Quality Education Fund of the Hong Kong SAR Government
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Unconventional Safe House during the Storm
- Mandarin Plaza Hotel, Cebu

Jacky Fung, MBWY Editorial Board Member

Super typhoon Haiyan swept across central Philippines on Nov. 8 , 2013, causing one of the worst tragedies
the Philippines has ever seen. The death toll reached 6,100, while the Red Cross claimed there were more
than 25,000 people missing. The city of Marila and international NGOs had deployed nearly 20,000 voluntary
workers. Since Cebu is near to the heavily affected areas, such as Leyte and Tacloban City, medical teams

and other NGO volunteers chose to stay in Cebu as their logistic centre.

Mandarin Plaza Hotel, a hotel in Cebu under the B&P Group, was utilized as one of the safe houses for the

volunteers during the storm. Ms. Ho, the hotel representative, told us:

“There were many media and NGO people from different parts of the world who checked-in at the Hotel.
Since Cebu has direct flights from Hong Kong, it became the stopover for everyone before going to Tacloban
and other affected areas. We also became a distribution center of some of the relief goods from the NGOs
that were about to be sent to the affected areas by the Typhoon Haiyan. We have also received positive and

grateful comments from volunteers written in Agoda and TripAdvisors.”
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Publisher’s Note :

Mingbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as

its Chairman and Dr. Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number

of non-profit making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations
like hotel and catering management. This corporate publication also has the objectives of enhancing the
communication and identity among staff members and introducing to the society the Group’s services and
businesses.
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Mingbaowuyu

Means “People are my brothers and all things are my kinds”. The concept of " unity
of nature and man " is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai ' s ecological ethics.
Zhang Zai is a famous philosopher of the Northern Sung Dynasty of China .
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