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Interpretation of Mohism in Today’s Society
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Confucianism is always the most popular
philosophy when talking about applying
traditional Chinese philosophies to contemporary
society. However, Mohism is also relevant in
the 21st century. Mozi, founder of Mohism, was
amongst philosophers of his time to advocate
the idea of jieyong, which is comparable to
contemporary beliefs in protection of natural
resources and sustainable development. Mohism
believed that one should only “eat as much as
one’s stomach could fill and wear as much as one’s
body could wear.” Other ideas Mozi advocated
included feigong, meaning a state should never
invade another state, and strong states should
protect weaker states. This is comparable to the
contemporary concept of peaceful development.
The most remembered idea Mozi advocated
was jianai, literally universal love. This idea is
considered by modern scholars as exceptionally
similar to Christian teachings. Mohism has always
been a philosophy favoured by grassroots and the
governed class. Today, the teachings of Mohism
are being revived. This reflects people’s desire
to explore options for resolving the problems of

today’s society.
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“Later Mohist Logic, Ethics and Science” by A. C.

Graham
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Sharing from Participants of Mozi’s Project 2011
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Mozi’s Project is organized by Roundtable Pioneers
and sponsored by B&P Foundation. Its goal is to
promote the value of universal love advocated
by Mohism. In the year of 2011, Mozi’s Project
sponsored four teams of 19 university students
in Hong Kong to travel abroad to participate in
volunteering services. Not only was this project
a promotion of the value of universal love, it also
provided an opportunity to university students in
Hong Kong to get exposed to different cultures.
The countries the four teams visited were Nepal,
Mexico, Cambodia and Ghana. Here are some of

their reflections:

“The best way to help these people is to get
involved in their way of life, understand their
needs, and contribute real effort in improving their

conditions.”

“It was a good reflection while interacting with
villagers in the mountain. From helping them herd

sheep, I learned to slow down my pace of life. ”

“We were just like children living there, ate what
they ate, slept at places where they slept, and even

watched the stars with them on the pasture.”

“My own strength may not be much, but at least
my presence has demonstrated to them they are
not abandoned. As long as they have the courage

to live, it would be enough.”

= B kit K 51 3

Organized by Roundtable Pioneers and sponsored
by B & P Foundation, Mozi’s Project aims at
financially sponsoring university students and
graduates to travel abroad to developing countries
(excluding Mainland China) to participate in
volunteering services. Participants will not
only have the opportunity to engage in culture
exchange activities, but also spread the Mozi spirit
through their services. If you are interested in
Mozi’s Project 2012, please access “Mozi’s Project”

through Facebook for further details and updates.
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“ A Battle of Wits”, Mohism, and the West
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In his article, “A Battle of Wits”, Mohism, and the
West, Dr. Simon Shen, Honourary Chief Executive
of B&P Foundation, shares with the readers his
views on the movie “A Battle of Wits”, starred
Andy Lau. The movie was about Mohist Ge Le
assisting a small state during the Warring States
Period in ancient China. Dr. Shen argues that
since the movie is based on a Japanese version
comic, the original value of universal love in
Mohism is largely distorted. Mohism is portrayed
as a value very similar to Knighthood in Middle
Age Europe. Ge Le is also portrayed as an ascetic
trying to boost his heroism in the movie. Dr. Shen
believes that Mohism should be more similar
to Jeremy Bentham’s Utilitarianism. However,
considering that the movie needs to maximize its
theatrical impact, distortions and exaggerations
are necessary. Dr. Shen also discusses on whether
Mohismis is too ideal and not practical. There is
a thin line between love and selfishness. When
a mother loves her children to the extent of not

letting them go, would that be considered selfish?
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News & Activities of B & PP Group

REEENESEEETERBEZ — 2011 F 12823 H

B&P Group Staff Christmas Party - 23 December 2011

RELTHEFEEINTERREITAE TER
BEg At+& N (BREEREHRE - KRE
gL HhEE - HMEE > KAL)
Z2MTEBENEG - bk TP KT
BHEI - AL BEY R KMEERAT -

A Christmas party was held for the staff members
of B & P Group companies and associated entities
in its Hong Kong head office. Over 50 people,
including Prof. Paul Yip, Dr. Betty Chan, other
directors, division heads and staff, participated in
this festive event. Activities included group games,

gift exchange and lucky draw.

REEZEYRER EFBRMEET) — 2012F1H10H
Prof. Paul Yip attending “Mohism Seminar” - 10 January 2012

RELAETHFEI LR EREZR L FEE
ERELERERSG LR TEBRE T2
AR W FTEL AR — — B RO AR K E
Bl o Mg EEE®RS KB LR K
£ R HFAFLRPIE o W& & AT ak KAy A
AR AREHEEEZNERNERL - £
ZRERHN - 2FEEBNWRESFS -

REEEETITEFE= — 2012F2K81H

Prof. Paul Yip, Chairman of B&P Group, attended
the “Current Researches and Studies in Mohism
- Report on Talks of Shandong University
Professors”. The seminar discussed such topics
as progress in the studies in Mohism in Mainland
China, reasons for the decline of of Mohism, and

impact of Mohist values.

B&P Group Staff Lunar Year Lunch Gathering - 1 February 2012

BEEME REEELCEE & BIiTA
THEEZ  -FHRAEFHEREKEGH  FEE
eEmEm > B AMBEENG S - &
TR+ N BAE R R R AR B 2
mrEFRg  HEBREB TENNN —F -

A Lunar Year Lunch Gathering was held for the
staff members of B & P Group. It is a Chinese
custom to celebrate the beginning of a new year by
gathering with family members and friends. Close
to 50 people, including Prof. Yip and Dr. Chan,
participated in the gathering in celebration of the

Year of the Dragon.
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TYZABWEBEHBHEBE) ME — 2011 F12F815H
Seminar on “Quality Teaching and Learning in Early Childhood Education”- 15 December 2011

KPR AZAETMITEE (PECERA)
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The Hong Kong Chapter of the Pacific Early
Childhood Education Research Association
(PECERA) held the seminar on “Quality Teaching
and Learning in Early Childhood Education”, with
Dr. Bonnie Yim and Dr. Louise Paatsch as guest
speakers. Dr. Yim is a Senior Lecturer and Course
Coordinator at Deakin University, Australia,
and is an active consultant in early childhood
curriculum in the Asia-Pacific region. Dr. Paatsch
is a Senior Lecturer in the area of English language
and literacy at Deakin University. She is a teacher
of the deaf with over 20 years of experience, and
is currently involved in research on multimodal
literacy and teaching literacy pedagogy. Dr. Betty
Chan, Chairperson of PECERA, Director of B & P
Group and Director of Yew Chung International

Schools also participated in the seminar.

ERENRMRES HMERBRIES 20111 — 2011 F11 824 F27H
Hong Kong Policy Research Foundation “Social Enterprise Summit 2011” - 24-27 November 2011

HEBERRMFAESEESHN NEERH
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The Social Enterprise Summit 2011, led-organized
by Hong Kong Policy Research Foundation, was
successfully held at the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre. The theme of this year’s
Social Enterprise Summit was “Driving Social
Change through Social Business & Impact
Investing”. Dr. Jane Lee, Chair of the Organizing
Committee (also Director of Hong Kong Policy
Research Institute) hosted the Opening Ceremony
on 25 November. The guest-of-honor, Mr. Tsang
Tak-sing, JP Secretary for Home Affairs, HKSAR
Government, addressed the audience. Other
related activities included”A Dinner to Remember
- Dialogue with Leading Social Entrepreneurs”,
“Matching for Solutions” Workshop, and visits
to local social enterprises. The Hong Kong SAR
government Home Affairs Bureau was one of the

co-organizers of the event.
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HKPRI AGM cum Annual Dinner & Dinner Talk - 16 January 2012
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Hong Kong Policy Research Institute held its AGM
cum Annual Dinner & Dinner Talk with over 70
people including directors, fellows, members and
friends participating in the event. Mr. Jasper Tsang,
President of the Legislative Council of HKSAR,
was invited as honourary guest speaker to speak

on “Hong Kong’s Path to Democracy”.

BERMER

Roundtable Community £ AEB%LEES 2012
Roundtable Community Whole Person Development Scheme 2012

W\ =4 > Roundtable Community AJ %
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Over 100 Tin Shui Wai students have completed
training in the Whole Person Development Scheme
organized by Roundtable Community and led
more than three thousand Tin Shui Wai residents

to explore the beauty of nature. Activities of this

project would be published sent to secondary
schools in Hong Kong in order to share with the
rest of Hong Kong the experience of Tin Shui Wai
residents in social capital network building. This
project is funded by Community Investment and

Inclusion Fund.
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