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Feature of This Issue — “"China's Soft Power"
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Chind'’s Soft Power and its Infernational Relations
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" oft Power is a term often seen in the media in recent years.

.* The visit of the President of China Hu Jintao to the United
States earlier this year was seen as a shine of China’s soft power.
According to Joseph Nye, who coined the term “soft power”, it
could be interpreted as the power that a state has besides
military and economic strength. Soft power is based amongst
three aspects: culture, political ideology, and foreign policy. Soft
power was present in the past century. For instance, BBC was
considered an early example of cultural soft power of the United
Kingdom. As the world progresses into a technologically driven
post-modern era, soft power is also evolving. The theory of soft
power is no longer limited to states, but also non:state actors.
While China does demonstrates much influence to the world that
fits the criteria of soft power theory, the image of China continues
to remain negative in the western world. While the Western world
is attracted to Chinese culture and language, the role soft power
plays in the greater scope of Chinese foreign policy setting may
not be as crucial as the media have portrayed.

Dr. Simon Shen

Honourary Chief Executive, B & P Foundation Limited

Associate Professor, Social Sciences Department, Hong Kong Institute of Education
Director, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute

Chancellor, Roundtable
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The Future of Power - Joseph Nye

Soft Power: The Means To Success In World Politics — Joseph Nye

On China — Henry Kissinger

Charm Offensive: How China's Soft Power Is Transforming the World - Joshua Kurlantzick
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s China is becoming more influential in the world, the number
Aof foreigners learning the Chinese language is also on the
rise. According to official statistics, in 2010 there are over 40
million non-native Chinese speakers learning Chinesein the world.
However Mr. Dannis Au, CEO — Education, Living Learning Culture
and Education Co. Ltd. believes the so called “Chinese Fever” is
still on an early stage of development. In Hong Kong, a strong
attraction towards the Chinese culture, similar to Japanese and
Korean culture in previous years, is yet to be seen in the society.
Mr. Au stresses the importance of quality teaching in learning
Chinese language, and he hopes that for foreigners, learning
Chinese is not merely for communication’s sake, but also for better
understanding of the rich Chinese culture.
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Learning Chinese Joyfully
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earning a foreign language is a difficult task. To facilitate

foreigners learn Chinese language, Learning Culture
and Education Company Ltd. provides a “Chinese Language
Programme” for schools to more effectively teach the language.
Dr. Troy Lui, Head of Chinese Curriculum Research Divis'ion of
Yew Wah Education Management Company Ltd., believes this
Programme is unique from others in the market. The Programme
focuses not only on the pace of learners, but also on the quality
of teachers. Learning materials follow closely the learners’ level
of learning. Furthermore, when a school chooses to use the
Programme, experts in the field would be assigned to provide
training to new teachers. While learning Chinese may be difficult,
Dr. Lui believes the “Chinese Learning Programme” would create

a more joyful and effective environment for learners.
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Chinese Teachers Workshop in Chongging
— 17-19 August 2011
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The Chinese Teachers Workshop was held in

Chongqing Participants included

Chinese language teachers from Yew Chung

this year.

International Schools and Yew Wah International
Education Schools around the world, as well as
other guests. The theme for this year's workshop
was “Education and Future Development”, and
Prof. Sang Xinmin from Nanjing University was
invited as speaker. Participants exchanged views
on teaching, engaged in different workshops,
and shared experiences. In addition, they also
School of

visited Yew Chung International

Chongqging and the Chongqging Museum.
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Mr. Anthony Dang’s Visit to Berlin
— 15-16 September 2011
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Mr. Anthony Dang (Deputy Head of International
Education Services of Yew Chung International
Schools) visited Berlin in September. Mr. Dang
had introduced to potential German investors
in Shandong Province of China on Yew Chung
International School of Qingdao.
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Prof. Paul Yip Spoke to University Students in Army Training Camp
— 13 August 2011
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Prof. Paul Yip, Chairman of B & P Group, spoke to a group of
students participating in the first Hong Kong University Students
Military Training Camp. The topic of Prof. Yip’s speech was “Citizen
and Civic Responsibility.” Prof. Yip talked about the contemporary
relations between China and the world, as well as the identity
phenomenon of Hong Kong people. Over a hundred students
participated in the training camp, which took place at San Wai
Barracks in Hong Kong.
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Visit to The University of lllinois at Urbana—Champaign
— 21-23 September 2011 \

RELAFHEEFIFTEREARR BPEBEERRERR S
T REYEEBARAVESTHEARN - EETHEEB LT BREK
BREBHUEBEEMorrisonBERBETELRELEERAAT
BAESFANHEFRECEMN - BEIR -MAEPANHFFRKER
KB RLPREHEERIEDE RS -

Professor Paul Yip (Chairman of B&P Group), Dr. Betty' Chan
(Director of Yew Chung International Schools), Mrs. Winnie Kwong
(Director of Yew Wah Education Management Co. Ltd.), Dr. Xu
Xuejun (Director of Yew Wah Education Management Co. Ltd.), Dr.
Garry Morrison (Head of International Education Services of Yew
Chung International Schools) and Mr. Anthony Dang (Deputy Head
of International Education Services of Yew Chung International
Schools) visited The University of lllinois at Urbana—Champaign
in September 2011. They had had very fruitful discussion with
representatives of the university on student and teacher exchange
programs between the university and Yew Chung International
Schools.
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/JID. Dr. Frank Wan Spoke at City University of Hong Kong
—~ 29 April 2011
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Dr. Frank Wan, Director of Hong Kong Policy

Research Institute, spoke at a tea gathering for the

A i YRR life science interest group members of the CityU
Business and Industrial Club. Dr. Wan started with an overview of the
growth of biotechnology in the past century, especially Hong Kong's
achievements in the 1970s and 1980s. He then proceeded to stress
the importance of cooperating with Mainland China and.academia in
order for the industry to thrive and succeed. ’

Qj—u L EREBMEAE - 2011478270
/ L; Dr. Simon Shen Visited Hong Kong National Geopark
— 27 July 2011
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Dr. Simon Shen, Director of Hong Kong Policy
Research Institute, participated in his capacity in the
Environmental Campaign Committee. Invited by the
' Committee, Dr. Shen visited the Hong Kong National

Geopark led by Secretary of Environment Mr. Edward
Yau. The group visited notable sites such as Ung
Kong Groups, High Island, and Tso Wo Hang.
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Roundtable Community “Global Elites” — 6 August 2011
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“Global Elites 2011” official closed on 6 August, with Ms. Melissa
Kaye Pang, MH, JP of Committee on the Promotion of Civic Education
and Dr. Simon Shen of Roundtable Network as Honourary Guests.
Participants were engaged in the final activity, Model United Nations,
representing fifteen different countries as diplomats, and debating
on various issues. While “Global Elites 2011” had officially closed,
Roundtable Community will continue in organizing activities that
promotes awareness of international affairs, giving youngsters the
opportunity to know the world.

oundtable Community "2 A B LB

- 20114E8HF20F21H
Roundtable Community “Community Investment and Inclusion Fund”
Project — 20-21 August 2011
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“Community Investment and inclusion Fund” Project official closed on
20-21 August. The Project was organized by Roundtable Community
and sponsored by the Community Investment and Inclusion Fund.
Participants summarized their experiences in the past year and
shared with their peers. Besides participants, parents also attended
the closing ceremony. Alumni of the Project would design cultural and
environmental tours, in order to promote the unique cultures of Hong

Kong.
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// |, Dr. Simon Shen met with Mr. Ahti Kuningas from Estonia
— 5 September 2011
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Dr. Simon Shen, Director of Hong Kong Policy Research
Institute and Honourary Chief Executive of B & P

A N = . > N arass - A 2} . . e g
AL EKuningas B ERE BB H R &R Foundation, met with Mr. Ahti Kuningas, who was visiting

Hong Kong from Estonia. Mr. Kuningas is the Deputy Secretary
General of Economic Development, Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Communications of Estonia. Through policy implementation and
outcome evaluation, the Ministry works to create an environment
conducive to Estonia’s economic competitiveness. Mr Kuningas has
been serving in the Ministry since 1999. As a senior official in the
Ministry, he has oversight on economic development matters including
technology and innovation. Dr. Shen introduced to Mr. Kuningas the
objectives and scope of activities of Hong Kong Policy Research
Institute, and they exchanged views on various topics of International
Relations.
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Hong Kong Chinese Culture Development Association: Cultural Salon

on Photography — 6 September 2011
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Hong Kong Chinese Culture Development Association organized a
Cultural Salon on Photography on 6 September. Mr. Lau Kei and Mr.
Wong Kok Shuen, two prominent figures in photography, were invited
as speakers. They exhibited over a hundred of their own photographs,
and provided tips on taking good photos with digital cameras.
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