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Feature of This Issue —

“Our Neighbour the Philippines”
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Sino-Philippine Relations as Manifested in the
Manila Hostage Incident
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he Manila hostage incident has created some
Tcleavages between Hong Kong and the Philippines,
but it is worth noting the responses and actions of Beijing
in the context of the Sino—Philippine bilateral relation.
Beijing has a bipolar view towards the Philippines, and
while it has to voice out its discontent of the incident,
Beijing desires to maintain a stable relation with Manila.

The relation between China and the Philippines in the
past decades had been close. Both states were victims of
colonialism, and many Filipinos have Chinese ancestry,
including President Aquino IIl. In the contemporary
international arena, the Philippines has special diplomatic
and tactical value in the eyes of Beijing. The main objective
of Beijing is to counter American “containment.” In order
to do so, the core foreign policy of Beijing is “peaceful
rise” and tries to avoid as much conflict as possible with
its neighbours, including the Philippines where there
are territorial disputes over the Spratly Islands. Hence,
if the Manila hostage incident becomes a tripping
stone for Sino—Philippines relation, both states will be
disadvantaged.

Yet people’s grievances and emotions that trump political
and diplomatic decisions in the Mainland and Hong Kong
should be channeled properly. Hong Kong’s special
international status and the handling of its external
relations require time and wisdom to fully develop. The




Manila hostage incident is indeed a learning experience
for the HKSAR Government. As the handling of our
external relation matures, the role of Hong Kong in the
international arena will surely be a contribution to our
national interest, while representing and reflecting the
interest of Hong Kong.

Dr. Simon Shen

Honourary Chief Executive, B & P Foundation Limited

Associate Professor, Social Sciences Dept, HK Institute of Education
Director, Hong Kong Policy Research Institute

Chairman, Roundtable
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The rise of China and international security: America and Asia respond, by Kevin J. Cooney and
Yoichiro Sato
Security aspects of Philippines-China relations: bilateral issues and concerns in the age of

global terrorism, by Rommel C. Banlaoi
Modern American diplomacy, edited by John M. Carroll and George C. Herring
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Economic and Social Relations between Hong
Kong and the Philippines

he Philippines is one of the closest
Ttrading partners of Hong Kong. We
are grateful that Vice Consul Charles
Andrei Pineda Macaspac of the Consulate
General of the Philippines in Hong Kong
has shared with us by e-mail his views
on the economic and social relations
between Hong Kong and the Philippines.

E: Editor of Minbaowuyu

M: Vice Consul Charles Andrei Pineda
Macaspac
E: Howwouldyoudescribe the evolution

and development of the relations between
Hong Kong and the Philippine relations,
both economically and culturally, since
19977

M: The close proximity between the
Philippines and Hong Kong is an important
determining factor on how our relations
were formed and developed. These laid
the foundation for strong trade ties as well
as dynamic people-to-people exchanges
that continue to thrive to this day.

Economic relations between the
Philippines and Hong Kong since 1997 can
be described as robust, with the volume
of trade steadily increasing, interrupted
only by the global economic slowdown
in 2007. The Philippines exported
almost HKD46.2 billion worth of goods

to Hong Kong and imported HKD16.94
billion from the territory in 2007. Hong
Kong is consistently in the top 10 of the
Philippines' trading partners.

Cultural links between the Philippines and
Hong Kong are deep and go a long way
back. In the late 19th century, the city was
a safe haven for Philippine independence
leaders. Today, about 150,000 Filipinos
work and live in Hong Kong, enriching
Hong Kong's cultural landscape and
lending credence to Hong Kong's claim
of being a world city. This provides a
rich environment for a sustained and
meaningful cultural exchange, ranging
from art exhibits, film festivals and food

A Consul General Claro S. Cristobal receiving
the trophy and certificate on behalf of
artist Marvin Logarte, at the awarding
ceremonies on 14 August 2010 at the Hong
Kong Museum of Art




fairs to active participation of Hong
Kong-based Filipino community groups
in the numerous cultural activities being
organized in any given year.

E: Do you have any statistics or
information on the investments made by
Hong Kong companies in the Philippines?
What sectors are Hong Kong companies
mostly interested in?

M: Hong Kong's foreign direct
investments in the Philippines from 2004
to 2009 amounted to approximately HKD
1.5 billion. In 2009, Hong Kong was the
Philippines’ fourth biggest source of
foreign direct investments, with a total of
HKD 703 million invested.

Sectors that are of interest to Hong Kong
companies include business process
outsourcing (call centers and other
higher-value services such as backroom
operations), mining, accounting and
finance, tourism, telecoms, construction
consultancy, marine terminal operations,
real estate, food manufacturing, and
agriculture. Film and television is another
promising industry. Participation in
the Hong Kong Filmart of 15 Philippine
companies resulted in HKD 43.37 million
worth of negotiated sales. The participants
to the fair were engaged in film content,
postproduction services, and animation
services. Animation generated interest
for coproduction.

E: Does the Government of the
Philippines have any plans or measures:
To further promote more trade between
Hong Kong and the Philippines? To
attract more Hong Kong investments in
the Philippines?

M: The presence of the Department of
Trade and Industry’s Philippine Trade and
Investment Center (PTIC) in Hong Kong
indicates that the Philippine Government
recognizes Hong Kong as an important
trading partner and ensures that robust
economic bilateral ties are sustained.
The PTIC is at the forefront of matching
Hong Kong investors with potential
Philippine partners. Through the PTIC,
54 Hong Kong companies set up regional
headquarters or branch offices in the
Philippines from 2002 to August 2010,
bringing in a total of HKD 61,292,000 in
investments. This is in addition to some
companies that no longer passed through
the PTIC and instead invested directly
in the Philippines because they were
already familiar with the requirements
on how to set up shop in the country.
The PTIC also assists Filipino firms who
continue to actively participate in trade
fairs and embark on trade missions. The
latest one, last August, generated HKD
2.15 billion in negotiated sales for the
food manufacturing industry.

A The busy North Port of Manila

Aside from manufacturing, the Philippines
is actively promoting its tourism,
information technology—business process




A Manila is the second largest city in Southeast Asia

outsourcing (IT-BPO), electronics, mining,
housing, and agriculture, sectors in
which Hong Kong companies are already
engaged.

E: Does the Government of the
Philippines have any plans or measures
to attract more tourists from Hong Kong
and China?

M: Banking on our close cultural ties,
the Philippines has launched a few years
back a vigorous tourism campaign to
attract visitors especially from mainland
China. Chartered flights that go directly
to preferred destinations such as Cebu,
Boracay, Bohol and llocos are regularly
arranged from specific places in the
Mainland such as Shanghai. These
efforts bore fruit recently when Cebu and
Boracay won the Best Travel and Leisure
Destination (short haul) Award at the
TravelWeekly China Travel and Meetings
Industry Awards.

In Hong Kong, 20 flights daily from various
airlinesservicethe Hong Kong-Philippines
(Manila and Cebu) route. Manila is the
closest capital to Hong Kong (only 1.45
hours away by plane). This competitive

advantage is highlighted in the variety
of packages offered by numerous travel
agencies in Hong Kong to everyone from
beach lovers to divers and golfers.

E: In what sectors of Hong Kong
are Filipino companies more active?
Property? Stock market? Trading?

M: Filipino companies are starting to
make inroads into Hong Kong not only to
cater to the sizeable Filipino community
(more than 150,000) but also to serve
the needs of Hong Kong nationals in
general. Airlines, banks, telecom and
food companies have all set up shop in
Hong Kong, as have architectural and
engineering firms. Filipino real estate
companies are also beginning to make
their presence felt because foreigners
are allowed to own condominium units in
the Philippines.

E: Does the Consulate have any plans
or programs to promote Filipino culture in
Hong Kong?

M: The cultural section of the Philippine
Consulate General is constantly active
in promoting Philippine culture in Hong
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Kong. In the past year, projects consisted
of the first Philippine Film Festival, a
number of art and photo exhibits of
Filipino artists based in Hong Kong
as well as in the Philippines, and a
Philippine Food Festival. The Concert in
the Park, in collaboration with the Hong
Kong Government’s Leisure and Cultural
Services Department (LCSD), now on its
24th year, is the longest-running event of
its kind here in Hong Kong. The highlight
of the Philippine Independence Day
celebrations last June was the parade to
Victoria Park participated in by more than
2,000 Filipinos in costumes representing
some of the Philippines' most famous
festivals. The Consulate also facilitates
the participation of Filipino performance
groups in various cultural activities
organized in Hong Kong by NGOs and
district governments.

In addition to carrying on its yearly cultural
projects and programs, the Consulate
General is constantly cultivating new
partnerships with groups in Hong Kong
and abroad in an effort to generate
new opportunities to promote Philippine
culture in Hong Kong.

E: The Filipino domestic helpers in
Hong Kong greatly contribute to Hong
Kong society. They help us look after our
aged parents. They help us look after our
young children so that married women can
work and develop their careers. Does the
Consulate have any measures to ensure
the well-being of the Filipino domestic
helpers in Hong Kong?

M: On the multilateral arena, the
Philippines is recognized for its best
practices in protecting the rights of

migrant workers abroad. Hong Kong is a

microcosm of such best practices, which

are positively complemented by local

laws here.

The Philippine Consulate General has
three frontline offices that offer services
to Filipinos in Hong Kong. The Philippine
Overseas Labor Office (POLO) attends
to concerns related to Filipino workers,
including maintaining a Filipino Workers
Resource Center (FWRC) that provides
room and board to distressed workers.
The Overseas Workers Welfare Office
(OWWA) offers counseling services,
skills and livelihood trainings, and
facilitates welfare claims and repatriation.
The Assistance to Nationals (ATN)
Section dispenses advice, undertakes
prison and hospital visits, and assists
Filipinos in making representations with
the concerned Hong Kong government
authorities for their various concerns. All
these offices maintain a 24-hour hotline
to attend to emergency cases and also
have a direct line to their home offices in
the Philippines that allows the Consulate
General to act on cases in a prompt and
appropriate manner.

The Philippine  Consulate  General
maintains an effective network within
the Filipino community through radio,
the internet, and SMS (e.g., swine flu
virus, overseas absentee voting in the
Philippines), which allows it to effectively
disseminate information to the public,
know and respond to the needs of its
constituents, and provide an effective
means for dialogue. It also regularly

undertakes new initiatives to augment its
existing services, including the conduct of
consular outreach missions for Filipinos
located in far-flung areas of Hong Kong,
and the institutionalization of a Welcoming




A Members of the Pinoy Photographer's Club

of Hong Kong posed with Consul General
Claro S. Cristobal during the REDefine: A
Panoramic Photo Exhibit at the Consulate
premises on 29 July 2010

Program aimed at empowering HSWSs
about their rights and obligations while
working in Hong Kong.

E: Last but not least, in view of the
recent hostage incident in Manila, in
your opinion, what needs to be done
by the Consulate or the Government
of The Philippines to remedy the tense
relationship between Hong Kong and The
Philippines?

M: The Philippine Consulate General is
in solidarity with the people of Hong Kong

in feeling sadness and anger over this
tragedy. The Philippine and Hong Kong
authorities have worked hand-in-hand in
investigating the incident. We hope that
the ties that have bound our two peoples
for many years will overcome this shared
adversity.
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Academic Term:

Foreign Direct Investment

FDI stands for Foreign Direct Investment, a component of a country's national financial accounts.

Foreign direct investment is investment of foreign assets into domestic structures, equipment,

and organizations. It does not include foreign investment into the stock markets. Foreign direct

investment is thought to be more useful to a country than investments in the equity of its

companies because equity investments are potentially "hot money" which can leave at the first

sign of trouble, whereas FDI is durable and generally useful whether things go well or badly.

Source: economics.about.com
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B & P’s Hotel Investments at Cebu -
An Interview with Ms. Winnie Yip
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he Philippines never seems foreign to
Hong Kong. Not only is the Philippines
apopulardestination of Hong Kong holiday
makers, Hong Kong and the Philippines

also have close relations in terms of
trade and investments. B & P Group
has launched a hotel investment project
in Cebu. According to Ms. Winnie Yip,
Project Manager of the Cebu hotel, Cebu
is an ideal location for hotel investment
because while it is a commercial centre
of the Philippines, Cebu is free from
the “politics” that Manila has. Through
the experiences working with Filipino
architects and engineers, Ms. Yip believes
that Filipinos have simplistic lifestyles,
but also strong work ethnics. The hotel
project is one of the largest overseas
investments of B & P Group, and Ms. Yip
hopes the project would be an example in
the local industry. The hotel is scheduled
to commence operations in 2011. Ms.
Yip has faith in the construction and
management teams of both Hong Kong
and the Philippines and is confident that
it will be a successful business.
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REELXFHERETENR
News & Activities of B & P Group

BIZEHEAE "R XEMRNEEFE - 201048868 -
8H9H--8RH20H
Prof. Paul Yip Spoke at the Chinese Teachers’ Workshops
- 6,9, 20 August 2010

EHEFRRB B - E2010F58H6H-889H 88200 8
M — B A R BB R R AR EE B BRI E 2R A AT D B
LB -AREKEGSN " HXEMRXRE, - RELATEBAE
SEXTFEHRERELL "FRRZ L. ATE BFHENKEN
ERHEE - EaAfARE R MSHE " HXZMRMNE S RIHAED
MPABZHW N RELCEZER

Over one hundred Chinese language teachers of Yew
Chung International Schools and Yew Wah International
Education Schools participated in the “Chinese Teachers’
Workshop” held on 6, 9 and 20 August 2010 respectively
in Shanghai, Beijing and Yantai. Prof. Paul Yip, Chairman
of B&P Group, made speeches at the workshops on the
theme of “Sources of Love”.
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EHBAS SRR AERE

B RIEELEBSME—BERYDRH
BMsrE - 2010869827-28H
Dr. Betty Chan Attended the First World
Conference on Early Childhood Care &

Education — 27-28 September 2010

BAEEFESERREEREES A HARRKR
RETEBSNEESTNEBETHNE —EILR
DERBENTE DE-—EBAXEBLHE
WPRBEER-ZHEBRIMATIHALTR
HO60EARBERMibE  BESEEE- 2
B RMEF oF—EERDEZABENTEH
BoBRARXES HEMBLBFREEH
BRI ER EXEEGNRABTCE
EE-ERPRABTLDREERNREAN KR
REAIEHDZHENE L -

Dr. Betty Chan, Director of Yew Chung
Education Foundation and founder of B
& P Foundation, attended the First World
Conference on Early Childhood Care
and Education held in Moscow on 27-29
September 2010. Dr. Chan was the only
ECE expert from Hong Kong invited to
attend the conference. Representatives
from 65 countries attended the conference,
which was organized by UNESCO, the
Government of the Russian Federation
and the City of Moscow.

BRAHEREN

T BEAREBEREES

X, - 2010F9A828H
Prof. Paul Yip Spoke to Education Bureau
officers on China Model — 28 September
2010

P E T HRE R

BEERBERNTAEREBR KEERKHE
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AR "HEAWAERER, WE B
MENAREAHABE KRR HE I LLES P IH
BANFEE NAHNREPREENRFRANE
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RASEER EEGERRERIEEBNNHAE
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Invited by the Education Bureau of the
HKSAR Government, Prof. Paul Yip spoke
to more than 120 Education Bureau civil
servants on his views of “China Model.”
Prof. Yip elaborated on the concept of
“China Model.” He also shared with the
participants his views on traditional
Chinese concepts, and exchanged views
with them.
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REEEGREENHBEEINZ

News & Activities of B & P Foundation Limited
and its Sponsored Organizations

BAHBERRB2I0BEEEGHANG
- 2010498278
Hong Kong Pubic Relations Award 2010
Commencing Ceremony cum Briefing
Session — 27 September 2010

2010 9R2TH - BB AHBRAEHERN
ERBINERBERETYEBAHBERER
SREBNG RRLELBEEEHEBE BN
ENEXER-ULAMNRTEHRANIELENE
ERBAEALABEATLDEELETLE B
FEE(BLrAREESSEYN) RER
CTEEBTHRRBNBESTRIANEMLEL
BEXE - TREALERSE-

The Commencement Ceremony cum
Briefing Session of the Hong Kong Public
Relations Awards 2010 was held at JW
Marriot Hotel on 27 September 2010. The
Objectives of the Awards are to raise the
professional standards of public relations
and to promote the use of public relations
profession in fulfilling corporate social
responsibility (this part of the Awards
is sponsored by B & P Foundation). Dr.
Simon Shen, Honourary Chief Executive
of B & P Foundation, one of the judges,
attended the ceremony.
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Roundtable Community’s Forum on “Anti-
Rich” - 20 October 2010
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As the gap between the rich and poor
widens in Hong Kong, there is a social
phenomenon of *“anti-rich,” especially

amongst post-80 youngster. How does this
phenomenon affect the society? At the
forum held on 20 October 2010, Mr. Fred
Lam discussed with Prof. Mok Ka Ho the
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relationship between civic education and
civic disobedience, and the development
of domestic social movements. Mr. Lam
is the Chief Campaigner of Roundtable
Community and member of the Post-
80’'s Youth against Unrightful Authority,
and Prof. Mok is the Chair Professor of
Comparative Policy at the Hong Kong
Institute of Education.
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Cultural Salon: West Kowloon Cultural
District — Cultural Heritage & Innovation
in Mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan — 27
October 2010
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Hong Kong Chinese Culture Development
Association (HKCCDA) is devoted in
promoting Chinese culture in Hong Kong
and is concerned about local political
and social issues. HKCCDA organized
the second Cultural Salon on 27 October
2010 with the theme of “West Kowloon
Cultural District — Cultural Heritage &
Innovation in Mainland, Hong Kong
and Taiwan”. The salon explored the
impact of the development of West
Kowloon Cultural District on the cultural
development of Greater China. The event
invited speakers from both Hong Kong
and Taiwan, including Mr. Mathias Wu,
cultural expert in Hong Kong, and Mr. Lo
Chi Shing, well-known writer and cultural
commentator from Taiwan.
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Dr. Simon Shen interviewed by Shenzhen
Media Group — November 2010
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Dr. Simon Shen, Director of Hong Kong
Policy Research Institute and Honourary
Chief Executive of B & P Foundation, was
interviewed by Shenzhen Media Group in
regards with the topic of “civic society”.
Dr. Shen talked about how think tanks
contribute to the development of civic
society in Hong Kong. The interview will
be aired shortly in Shenzhen.



REEE

=
==

Objectives of B & P Foundation LimitedI

,f% EHSESER/AT(BIP Foundation Limited: (%
EEHSS)ERTERERITRERRZERBZSHE
RIZENZTEWT :

(1) HKPER WABRKEXEERMED:

(2) HBLREPHBEBLEENNLSEN LALRRKRS

(3) BERUBEBLGHEN -FENM -HHAFT -BLERE-
NEHAB -RIBEREMEBEHNIER: UK

(4) HEHLBRAMEERTNEZETD -

MAREESCSHBE BERBA/NEREZNEHMHE

MBRFAELARE -

&P Foundation Limited has been granted “charitable

status” by the Inland Revenue Department of the
Hong Kong SAR Government, with approved objectives
as follows:

1. All eviating poverty and providing assistance to the
victims of natural disaster;

2. Promoting and aiding social welfare and community
services that are beneficial to the Hong Kong

B&P FOUﬂdation community;
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Conducting projects in connections with education and
health care beneficial to the Hong Kong community,
promotion of civic education, cultural development,
and environmental protection beneficial to the Hong
Kong Community on a non-profit basis; and

4. Promoting and conducting other charitable activities
which are deemed by law to be charitable.

For all applications for sponsorship by B & P Foundation,
the nature of the applying organizations and/or their
proposed activities must comply with the above mentioned
objectives.
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Address:16th Floor Midas Plaza, No. 1 Tai Yau Street,
San Po Kong, Kowloon, Hong Kong

g&EahTel : (852) 3923 9800
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