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This hot summer in Hong Kong incessant disturbances have broken out. One hundred years ago in Beijing,
at the start of the summer there was also restlessness and came May 4 Movement which had a huge impact
on the country. Regarding Hong Kong’s political storm sparked by opposition to an extradition bill, how

would it be judged by history?

History is a mirror. This issue of Minbaowuyu runs feature articles that look at the historical significances
of May 4 Movement, the roles played by its promoters and how international education can carry forward
May 4 spirit in the new historical environment. The movement advocated free thinking, and inclusiveness
and tolerance, and its objective was to rejuvenate the Chinese nation. It prompted the young generation at
that time to ponder the future of the nation, causing earth-shaking changes 30 years later with the founding
of the People’s Republic of China. At the present time as the world is undergoing profound changes unseen
in a century, how China guides itself through them in order to achieve the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation is a task falling to the entire Chinese nation that comprises the people of Hong Kong. This issue also
carries a report on a talk by Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of Yew Wah International Education
Foundation, which started out with an analysis of the Sino-US relations and the overall world situation and
then discussed how students should prepare themselves for the future. At this critical juncture when hard
thinking should be made on the fate of the nation and Hong Kong, we recommend the feature articles about

May 4 Movement and the report on Professor Yip's talk to the readers for reflection.

This issue also prints the preface of Laozi and Zhuangzi — A Modern Translation and Contemporary Interpretation
of “The Chinese Classics Series”, published by Yew Chung Publishing House. The preface gives a brilliant
discussion of how to interpret and apply correctly Daoism. In this era of transformative innovations,
populism that grows restless and raucous clamor of a varying nature, this book attempts to foster

humankind’s greatest well-being by re-interpreting the ancient wisdom.
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Cover Feature: Reflections on May 4 Centenary
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Carry Forward the Spirit of May 4 Movement
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To help the public learn about the spirit of May
4 Movement and celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the movement, Hong Kong Chinese Culture
Development Association organized various
activities on May 4-6, including exhibitions on
historical photos, traditional cultures, paintings
and calligraphy, booth games and talks. Nearly a
thousand of students, teachers and other citizens
joined the activities. Mr Matthew Cheung Kin-
chung, Chief Secretary for Administration,
attended the opening ceremony of the event and
Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Board Chairman
of Hong Kong Chinese Culture Development

Association gave a speech at the ceremony.
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Students and parents at an exhibition booth

The Association invited three scholars to give talks
on the Movement: Dr Au Chi-kin from Department
of History at Hong Kong Shue Yan University,
Professor Joseph Ting Sun-pao, former Chief
Curator of the Hong Kong Museum of History
from 1995 to 2007 and Professor Lawrence Pang
Wang-kee, Founding President of The Society of
Chinese Wisdom & Management. Dr Au defined
the Movement in both a narrow and wider sense
that are the incident on May 4, 1919 and the whole
new culture movement during that period. He
also introduced Ms Moral apart from the two most
famous “figures” representing the spirit of the May

4 Movement, Mr Democracy and Mr Science.

Professor Ting discussed the relation between
the Movement and Hong Kong. He explained the
status of China during the late 19th century, the
background and the causes for the Movement. He
also went through the details of the Movement
mentioning some influential people, e.g., Chen
Duxiu, Cai Yuanpei and the representatives
attending the Paris Peace Conference. Lastly, he
talked about the unique statue of Hong Kong

and its response towards the Movement with the

RERAR(A- ) HREEERR(EZ)REBENEBER
Mr Matthew Cheung Kin-chung (first right) and Professor Paul Yip Kwok-
wah (second right) listen to the introduction of the exhibit by the students

influence of the old adherents to the collapsed

Qing Dynasty.

Professor Pang led the audience to review the
Movement from the perspective of Yijing or

Book of Changes, saying it is a destiny to have the

Movement at that time because society needed

reforms and so as the rise of new China.
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Hu Hangzhi's book about loan words
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Gentlemen of the Republic of China Era
Fand May 4 Movement
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Terry Cheng, Member of Culture Committee, B&P Group

UM B S )
#)

CRI5 £ 52 55 1o 1) B
Crp B SR GREE ) ~ (BEL) -
«EE%%»‘«$@YEW%»(H$%
BRGERRE ) ~ (m#lE ~ i~ N ERBE) -
«ﬁ%ﬁk?&@iZ%ﬂ»*«ﬁk%ﬁ
+ ) (HA/NEEREEE) 51949 4
®AE CPEGEX) E#EERB (TBY )
BWE) ~ (BMEARXFRETPNWEF) FX
oo MIfT MR E A iR AE R B B | o W)
"L -

TR > RIPRAKREHHE M
DAEAEBE I (PR GE AR 8 ) F - fth 5 E o
ﬁ(ﬂﬁ$%kﬂ%&%i$’u%%$’

ek ~ 18~ 0 EHEHX) o fifth Ry B
ﬁ%#%aﬁm@ﬁ%%m°@ﬁﬁﬁm%

B B SR AE A R IR R R R
REEDR - B2l EEBRER > =HHER
BELFT SR - MM T AR B B =
R - AR SR A REACEIRE o H B
b B0 H e 5 BT DK - BR B  5 H A HE
itk o R AR A D ) BT AR - fil S 1T
AWMy : T HSEREEHERER > EE
BTSN > BEL PONKEE Z8A - H T —
HFH, 28 - 5 BOKE > RN T AK
FrAEREIE © T bz &t > Ry Al e o
1M IR IEAS 2o 98 - AR SR B Z T A -
N FRBI RS DR R - VAT E R
BEMEANEZZ M B o - TR

PHER o i HRRGE H i o B (PEIER
E“ BEzZEA  REREE B - BZiEEN
HREXE) ~ (FHEBWEBZEE) - Ry
& R J
'HER BEE (REE - MEENKAFARTA) o (FEWE) > 2007 F 5 W LWREE MM H
89-94 -
P E c (HEEEANRFABRY - B ARMREGL - 2007 4 0 H 3 -



?E-&EM

&
aAs e

(RELLE : SENHEA)
Gentlemen of the Republic of China Era: Honorable Chinese
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EIEN(RBEXE) BAR
Xin Wangjun's exhibition of his drawings of
“100 Gentlemen of the Republic of China Era”
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John Leighton Stuart, one of the ten Gentlemen of the Republic of

China Era featured by Phoenix TV
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The publishing house in which the author of this
article works is compiling a book about commonly
used concepts in Chinese nowadays. In the course
of work, the author has come across the name
of Hu Hangzhi and his book about loan words,
published in 1936 — a pioneer work of its kind in
China. In the preface of this book, Mr Hu says he
hopes that countries, regardless of whether they
are weak or strong, can take reference from foreign
ideas through the loan words. He published other

books about foreign and Chinese cultures.

Mr Hu and his work lead this article author
to ponder about the admirable designation of
“Gentleman of the Republic of China Era” given
to people who were learnt and exemplary, and
contributed tremendously to the nation, such
as Cai Yuanpei (Tsai Yuen-pei), once served as
president of Beijing University, and Hu Shi (Hu
Shih), a leading advocate of China’s new culture

movement.

Some discussions have linked Gentleman of the
Republic of China Era to patriotic May 4 Movement
which marked its 100th anniversary this year. For
instance, Phoenix TV featured 10 such gentlemen
in a program about May 4 Movement which was
also an enlightenment campaign to pursue China’s
modernization. On May 4, 2014, artist Xin Wangjun
opened an exhibition of his drawings of “100

Gentlemen of the Republic of China Era”.

Whether these gentlemen of the Republic of
China era promoted May 4 Movement or the
movement inspired these gentlemen is subject to
debate. However, the two must be linked in a way.
Nevertheless, the movement and the emergence
of these gentlemen were attributable to the social
atmosphere fostered by Cai Yuanpei’s advocacy
of“free thinking, and inclusiveness and tolerance”.

Cai himself was a leading gentleman of this class.

To this article author, Hu Hangzhi is one of
these gentlemen because of his enthusiasm
for and contribution to rejuvenating China’s

culture.
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of Common Destiny of Mankind
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Huang Shan, Cultural Worker
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One century ago, a rally and demonstration by
Beijing students on May 4, 1919, sparked by the
diplomatic setback at the Paris Peace Conference
after the end of the First World War, quickly
developed into a nationwide patriotic movement to
rejuvenate and modernize China. To carry forward
the heritage of May 4 Movement, as educators like
Yew Wah International Education Foundation
which are rooted in China and with a global vision,
they have to reflect on the direction of China’s
education : Firstly, whether they can facilitate
children’s deeper understanding of the concept
of China, which involves a whole set of thinking
and behavioral system; secondly, whether they
can help children find the unique values of China
and present them to the world in an appropriate
way; thirdly, whether they can educate children to
contribute to and integrate into the community of

common destiny of mankind.

Educators should also help students seek the
cultural roots through studying the Chinese
classics as well as understanding the
essential elements that shape the mindset of
the contemporary Chinese, with an aim to
promote understanding between civilizations

and development of humankind.
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Mrs Carrie Lam (fifth right) and Wang Zhimin (fifth left) take a photo with other guests
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Guests listen to the introduction of the exhibit
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Hong Kong Policy Research Institute (HKPRI)
and its Hong Kong Vision Project (HKV) held
the National Security Education Day Hong
Kong Symposium on April 15, 2019, which was
supported by the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China (HKSAR) and the Liaison Office
of the Central People’s Government in the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region (Liaison
Office).

The guests of honour delivering speeches at the
symposium included Mrs Carrie Lam, Chief
Executive of the HKSAR, Wang Zhimin, Director
of the Liaison Office, and Deng Zhonghua, Deputy
Director of Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office of
the State Council.

The Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress promulgated the State Security Law
of the People's Republic of China in 2015 and
decided April 15 as the Nation Security Education
Day to promote and enhance national awareness
of national security. It is the second Hong Kong
symposium since 2018, attended by over 300
participants, including principal and senior
HKSAR officials, senior officials from the Central
Government Offices in Hong Kong, HKSAR
delegates to the National People’s Congress and
the Political Consultative Committee, academia,
business persons, professionals and representatives

of youth organisations.

On the same day, the National Security Education
Day Hong Kong Exhibition (organised by HKPRI
and HKV) opening ceremony was held in the
afternoon. The exhibition, held from April 15-30,
successfully attracted over 3000 visitors, including
the HKSAR officials, foreign consuls in Hong Kong,

business persons, professionals, students, etc.
Its display content included the constitutional
basis of national security, the meaning and ﬂ:

content of the overall national security concept, ﬁ

as well as the social security, financial security
and public health security of the HKSAR.

BEZHRE

Students see the exhibition
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Students visit China Printing Museum
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Students count the number of steps in front
of the hall of the Prince Qing Mansion
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A student makes a shadow
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Students experience the movable type printing

The turbulent situation and fierce competition
between different cultures of China’s Warring
States period cultivated numerous talents, and hero
tales and technological innovations could be found
in this period. Yew Wah’s Curriculum Research
Division has designed a study tour of the relics of
Yan and Zhao states of the Warring States period
for the Fourth Grade students of YWIES Beijing to
help them explore the indigenous culture. Yan and

Zhao states were in areas now near Beijing.

To explore Yan and Zhao states, we visited Hebei
Museum to learn about their prosperous culture
and life. We could feel the martial spirit through
inspecting the weapons displayed.

Turning to Modern China when we see that the
nation was humiliated by other countries and
finally managed to become strong. We also see a
phase of history when the Chinese and Western

cultures have achieved integration and coexistence.

The Prince Qing Mansion, which is now situated
at Tianjin's Fifth Avenue, is a vivid example.

Located in the British Concession of Tianjin, the

17

mansion was built by Xiao De Zhang, the chief
eunuch of the late Qing dynasty. Later, Prince Qing

purchased the mansion from Xiao De Zhang.

At the mansion the students counted the steps in
front of the hall —17 and a half steps all together.
In late Qing dynasty, though the imperial power
had declined, the old norm still existed — only
emperors had the right of having 18 steps in the
hall. Xiao De Zhang cleverly displayed his high
status, without offending the emperor. The yellow,
green and blue glass columns on the second floor
of the hall betrayed his ambitions for the three
colors could only be used by the royal family.
Looking at the carvings and ornaments of the
mansion, the students found that the designer
of the building blended Chinese and Western

architectural concepts and elements.

At the China Printing Museum in Beijing, the
students learnt about papermaking, engraving, and
movable type printing, and their contributions to
human civilisation. Then the students experienced

the movable type printing in a workshop.

The students had the opportunity to learn the
authentic opera art under the guidance of local
teachers. In Tianjin, they also learnt about the cross
talk — a kind of folk rap art — and the allegro and

watched several cross-talk performances.

This time, the students learnt about the shadow
play in the Shadow Play Museum in Beijing. They
painted their own Chinese-dragon shadows,
and then compiled stories about the dragons for

performance.

The students will have a deeper understanding of
the nation’s traditional culture by experiencing its
abundance and diversity, appreciating the local
art, learning about the history of the Warring
States period, and seeing ancient scientific and

technological inventions.
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Students visit the Confucius Temple
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The gate closing ceremony at Qufu Ancient City
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Music instructor teaches students how to use the clapper
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Students visit the Zhoucun Old Street in Zibo City
To help students explore the long history and
rich cultural heritage of Shandong, 2019 China
Classroom, developed by the Curriculum Research
Division (CRD) of Yew Wah, went on a cultural

tour to the province.

Our tour began at Qufu, the home town of
Confucius, and the first stop was the Confucius
Temple. The students learnt about the life of
Confucius and the development of Confucianism.
Through observing the gate closing ceremony

and Confucius worship at Qufu Ancient City, they

§
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understood the main contents of Confucianism and

its importance to China and Asia’s history.

The learning at the Six Arts City is an important
part of the tour. Six arts refer to the six skills
children practiced in ancient times, i.e. rites,
music, archery, charioteering, calligraphy, and
mathematics. The students showed great interest
in the skill challenges, exploring knowledge and

solving problems.

The students also learnt the historical stories
of Mount Tai. At the Taoist temple Bixa, they
witnessed a ritual activity through which they
understood more Mount Tai’s multiculturalism.
Feng Shan is another cultural symbolic meaning of
Mount Tai. An audio guide and the performance
of a Feng Shan grand ceremony helped the students
understand the stories of Feng Shan and lives of
different emperors who attended the rituals in
history. After that, the students designed a game
based on the theme to train critical thinking and

increase learning interest.

Next, we arrived at Jinan and visited the Shandong
Museum. Following the instructions of the visit
guide designed by the CRD teachers, the students
could imagine how the exhibits were used and
how society, economics and life were like in
ancient times. Then the students came to the
Minghuju Theatre next to Daming Lake to enjoy

tea and watch performances.

The last stop was the Zhoucun Old Street in Zibo
City, where the students played a mini business
game and gained invaluable experiences on market

analysis and investment.

Through the activities in the tour, the students
learnt to take care of themselves and manage their
life and learning well. More importantly, they

enhanced their understanding of Shandong,.

WhEiE - ANH (RiewR) B8«

English translation:
Timothy Yeung, MBWY Intern



ARSI A RE 2GS

-

BEARFZFERATRPEFIIL

Students learn about tea culture in China at a tea garden
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Students learn Huangmei opera
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Last May, I accompanied Grade Five students of
YWIES Yantai on a five-day China Classroom trip
to Huangshan to experience nature and culture,

and acquire knowledge outside classroom.

Reaching Huangshan, the students were stunned
by the beauty of nature and tried to express their
amazement through writing poems. At a tea

garden, they learnt about tea culture in China

BERTHFHRERBETEE

Students learn about the ancient wooden architecture at a workshop




through a series of activities — tea picking, tea

making and tea tasting.

In the past, Huangshan area was called “Huizhou”
and the traditional culture of Huizhou is very
famous. The students also learnt about the
culture of Huizhou merchants, Huangmei opera
which was originated in the area, and Huizhou
architecture in the trip. Apart from visits to natural
spots, local museums and historical sites, the
students participated in various interactive and
inspiring activities, like a merchant game and
Huizhou cuisine making workshop, to develop

their innovative thinking and team spirit.

BEEBILRMSESE

Students write poems and draw pictures at Huangshan

Some students wrote about the trip:

This trip let me understand the importance of
trying and thinking. We need to make a try
bravely when facing difficulty and think about the

solutions. — Liu Yiming

During the activities in the trip, I understood the
importance of co-operation between classmates.
We should not panic and rush into taking actions
when having problems. Instead, we should take
our time to solve them. We need to observe

carefully during visits. — Wang Tainyi

I learnt about the history and culture of Huizhou
and the process of tea making. My favorite activity

is learning Huangmei opera. — Yang Zimu
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I'm not afraid of height anymore. — Wang Chenyu

Huangshan is a wonderful place. I like this trip. —

Audrey

I love the merchant game because I won with my

classmates for the first time. — Bai Jiake

I love this trip very much. I not only learnt about
the culture of Huizhou, but also the philosophy
of life. I hope to join this kind of activities in the

future. — Long Yile

Students pick tea leaves
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Year 9 students experience the history and culture of Japan
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Students wearing kendo uniform take a photo
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Since 2018, Yew Wah International Education
School has been organizing the Japan study tour
as part of the World Classroom Program. Having
participated in the program for two consecutive
years, | have realized that once our roles and
perspectives have shifted, our entire experience

would also change.

The trips to Japan are “brutal” yet special to
us. Not only do they force us to face the bloody
history, but they also remind us to cherish the
peace that we are enjoying now, and to hope for
the best.

1. Inspiration from the Activity
“Escaping Osaka Castle” was undoubtedly the

most interesting activity among all. Guided by
hints and based on the Japanese history, students
in teams had to look for clues in the vast Osaka
Castle.

Two teams were worth mentioning. One team was
able to gain victory by virtue of their concerted
effort while the other failed to reach their goal

because of the way they organized themselves.

Amy, the leader of the victorious team, described
the team’s strategy in detail. Members of the group
were assigned different roles, including map-
reader, photographer, problem solver, and co-

ordinator. They collaborated with each other well.

The strategy of the other team was to leave most
of the responsibilities to the leader, who is an
exceptionally good problem solver. Not assigned
to any clear roles, other members had no idea
what to do.

Can a competent general lead an unorganized
army to victory? If so, how? I believe this activity

served as a meaningful lesson for the students.
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2. Reflections on War
Trips to Japan made us reflect on wars, including

that between Japan and China. Our students learnt
to examine history from different perspectives

besides their own.

Some students realized that there were different
versions of the same piece of history. One museum
depicts Japan as a victim of the war, while another

describes Japan as an invader.

3. Experience the Culture

On the trip, not only did the students learn
about the well-preserved Shinto ceremonies and
etiquettes, but they also had the opportunity to
experience other Japanese traditions such as kendo

and tea ceremony.

With all the above fantastic experiences, this study
tour has undoubtedly left an indelible mark on our
hearts.

BEMREERNBAES
A student looks at two Japanese folded cranes
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Yew Chung persists in holistic education and has
nurtured generations of students for more than 80
years. To learn about how Yew Chung education
system nurtures children and equips them for the
future world, Ni Ming-shiang, Associate Professor,
Graduate Institute of Early Childhood Education,
National Chengchi University, Taiwan, conducted
a five-year-long pilot study on Yew Chung
education system through graduates’ education
biography. On June 3, 2019, Professor Ni and
researcher Dr Hank Liao presented the report of
the study to the leadership team and staff of Yew
Chung and Yew Wah.

Researchers interviewed seven Yew Chung
graduates and recorded their education biography.
Two graduates were chosen as the final research
objects - Lok and Yan. Lok studied at YCIS Hong
Kong for 15 years from Kindergarten to Secondary
while Yan studied at YCIS Shanghai’s Upper

Secondary for four years.

Lok chose Yew Chung at three years old. After
attending two kindergartens, she told her mother
which one she preferred, “I want Yew Chung. I

don’t want the other one.” The reason for choosing



Yew Chung was that she found Yew Chung
more colorful and interesting and she could have

interaction with teachers and even the principal.

For the following years of Primary and Secondary,
Lok still chose Yew Chung because she found its
teachers were like family members and friends.
Teachers’ effort in teaching was her driving force
for learning. Furthermore, she found that Yew
Chung also emphasizes character education,
critical thinking and leadership training so
students can acquire diversified abilities and global
vision. She appreciated that Yew Chung could
meet individualized needs and promoted a family-

like bonding in school.

Yan’s years of studies at Yew Chung is shorter
than Lok’s but her feeling towards Yew Chung is
also profound. Born in Hong Kong, Yan moved to
Shanghai to live with her parents after finishing
Lower Secondary. As a transfer student, she had to
start from the beginning in language, interpersonal
relationship and learning. Yew Chung’s slow
learning approach gives students enough time and
space for development so that Yan could adapt to

the new environment smoothly. The caring and

helpful learning atmosphere of Yew Chung led her
to find a sense of belonging. Having built a good
relationship with others in the school community
and gained momentum in her study, she further
pursued the belief of “work hard and play hard”
and gained international perspectives through
various extra-curricular activities provided by the
school, which eventually nurtured her potentials in
future career. For Yan, education can help students
start a new chapter in life, and Yew Chung is a

family-like team.

Through the learning experience of Lok and Yan,

Professor Ni concluded four points of Yew Chung

education philosophy and values:

1. Always responsible for others

2. The metaphor of “family” represents the
recognition for the school

3. Long-lasting caring and friendly interpersonal
relationship

4. Nurture experience is a proof of Yew Chung’s

education belief

The study and presentation by Professor Ni
enabled the participants to have a deeper
understanding of Yew Chung education

experience.

RAR(Z)REEMREBEEEEL (H) BRAERR
Professor Ni (left) and researcher Dr Hank Liao (right) present the report of the study
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Opening Ceremony of YCCECE and Pamela Peck Discovery Space
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Mr Kevin Yeung Yun-hung (sixth left), Dr Betty Chan Po-king (sixth right) and some other guests officiate at the ceremony
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Following the will of Founder Madam Tsang
Chor-hang to provide quality Early Childhood
Education (ECE), Yew Chung Education
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Pamela Peck Discovery Space has a grand opening that day

Foundation launched the Yew Chung College of
Early Childhood Education (YCCECE), the first
degree-awarding institution in Asia specialising
in ECE. On May 31, 2019, an opening ceremony of
YCCECE was held on the campus at Tin Wan with
over 200 guests. Mr Kevin Yeung Yun-hung, JP,
Secretary for Education, Dr Betty Chan Po-king,
Chairperson of Board of Governors, YCCECE,
Professor Shen Shir-ming, President of YCCECE
and some other guests officiated at the ceremony.
Mr Yeung congratulated Yew Chung for its
longstanding contributions to education and Hong

Kong during his speech.

That was also an important day for the Yew Chung
Early Childhood Development Centre when its
specialist play-based learning hub Pamela Peck
Discovery Space had a grand opening. Pamela
Peck Discovery Space is located on the ground
floor of YCCECE. The opening was officiated by
the founders of its generous donor Heart to Heart
Foundation, Ms Pamela Peck and Mr Paul Tse, JP.
The Pamela Peck Discovery Space is Hong Kong's
first exploratory learning-through-play space
designed for children from birth to eight years of
age and their families, aiming to actively promote
innovative best practices in ECE and engage in
various forms of community outreach, professional
development, and research. After the opening
ceremony, guests listened to the introduction of
the Pamela Peck Discovery Space and were deeply
impressed by the interactive and innovative
designs when they experienced the facilities

themselves.

RhiE: FRE (RIEWR) HRERKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member
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How,Students Help China's Future
Development: Professor Yip Kwok-wah
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. Rainll chentExecutive Officer, Yew Wah Education Management Co. Ltd

EHEYRABEMERRSZ
Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah shares his thoughts with over
a hundred of teachers, students and parents
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Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of
Hong Kong Yew Wah International Education
Foundation gave a talk entitled “How the Students
of YWIES Guangzhou Help China’s Development
in the Future” to the teachers, students and parents
of YWIES Guangzhou on May 24, 2019.

Professor Yip started the talk with an analysis of
the Sino-US relations and the overall situation
in the world. He foresees that when the students
graduate a few years later, China’s GDP will be
higher than that of the US and talented people are

in great need.

Recalling his childhood experience when there
were war and hunger, Professor Yip said it is
now a rather peaceful world. He doubted if the
relationship between China and the US remains

tense the peace will continue.

Professor Yip said the world has entered the
Internet era and servers sustain the network, and
most of the 13 root name servers in the world are
located in the US. China has been developing its
super computers and setting up its own network
system because cyber warfare is more cost-effective
than hot battles, he added.

Professor Yip said students nowadays live in such
an era and it is difficult to judge whether they are
lucky or unlucky, and to face the ever-changing
situation, students had better first train up their
bodies by doing exercise. After the material life is
fulfilled, it is also important to pursue civilization
and enhance one’s aesthetic sense and moral
character, and only when the people are living a
civilized life, the country can be considered really

strong, he added.

Students” moral character, thinking ability and
mental condition are always Professor Yip’s
concern. In his view, knowledge is important
but in the era of artificial intelligence (Al), we
can master knowledge by using AI; moreover,
the development of Al will weed out over half of
the occupations today, so students need not rush
into choosing their future career, and upgrading
their quality is more important than acquiring

knowledge.

Many people rely on Al too much and hold the
phone all the day. Professor Yip urged students
to put down their phones and participate in extra-
curricular activities, go to the library, explore
nature, and go to different places for learning with
friends. Students should manage themselves and
upgrade themselves to build up great character so
that they can cope with the future world, and don’t
rely on Al and be the master not slave of Al, he

said.

RhiE: FRE (RIEWR) FERKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBIWY Editorial Member
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Professor Paul Yip Kwok-wah, Chairman of B
& P Holdings Limited, recently set up a blog
to share his stories, thoughts and dreams with
others, especially the youth. The blog is named
“Neutralization”, meaning doing one’s job without

bias.

Professor Yip has been promoting cultural
education in view of the fact that China’s reform
and opening up have brought a stable life to the
Chinese people. And he believes that living out
a civilized life and fostering culture can lead to
a better life of the people. Professor Yip visited
different places around the world to learn good
practices, including the visits to various hotel
management schools in Switzerland, which you

can find the related information on the blog.

Although Professor Yip already hosts a radio
program to express his ideas, a blog is a platform
without time and space limits. On his blog, you can
find an article explaining the design of his office
and the rationale behind, and another revealing
his observation of Hong Kong Central Library’s
architecture. These can shed more light on the
thoughts of Professor Yip who once served as
Special Advisor to the Chief Executive of the Hong

Kong Special Administrative Region.

RHE: FRE (RIEWA) GIRKA

English translation:
Catherine Mak, MBWY Editorial Member
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Laozi and Zhuangzi — A Modern Translation and Contemporary Interpretation
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Editor’s Note: The preface of Laozi and Zhuangzi

— A Modern Translation and Contemporary

Interpretation of “The Chinese Classics Series”,

published by Yew Chung Publishing House gives a
discussion of how to interpret and apply correctly
Daoism, and draw from it renewed experience,
understanding and creative strength so as to tackle

the challenges of this era.
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This is an era of transformative innovations,
populism that grows restless and raucous clamor
of a varying nature. Heading the onslaught, the
combined power of information technology and
biotechnology is beginning to subvert and reshape
human society. At this critical juncture in human
history, we need to find the spirit to “return to
our roots” so that we can examine the origins of
our civilization and draw from them renewed
experience, understanding and creative strengths.
We would do well to use the ancient wisdom
handed down to us to face the challenges of this

“superhuman” era.

Laozi and Zhuangzi — A Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation is the second book of
“The Chinese Classics Series”; the first book of
the series, The Analects — A Modern Translation
and Contemporary Interpretation, was published
in 2005 at the 100th anniversary of the abolition
of the imperial examination system in China.
There are three traditions in the Chinese culture,
namely Confucianism, Daoism and Buddhism;
each has its own concerns and strengths. Looking
from a philosophical perspective, Daoism has a
relatively complete structure, covering fields from
ontology and epistemology to ways to conduct
oneself in society. Some of our basic concepts,
such as the Dao, virtue, nothingness, existence
and constancy, came from Daoism. Daoism’s
influence on the Chinese culture is manifested in
life attitude, literature and arts, and religion. Our
understanding of the Chinese culture will not be
complete if we have no comprehension of Daoism.
And in order to embrace Daoism, we must study

and comprehend Laozi and Zhuangzi.

At times in history, Daoism and Confucianism

and Buddhism rejected each other; but they also
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complemented each other. Confucianism sought
to rule the country with moralized education,
but later deviated from its original spirit and
placed shackles on humanity. Daoism, which
was opposed to the rigid Confucian ethical code
and advocated freedom of humankind, served
as a balance and a supplement to Confucianism.
Having developed into a native religion, Daoism
accepted the Buddhist concept of karma, and
Buddhism accepted the Daoist concept of spirits.
China’s folk belief has been in fact a mix of the
indigenous religion, and Daoist and Buddhist
faiths.

An understanding of Daoism is therefore
conducive to grasping the roots and basics of the
Chinese culture and can lead to a more correct
and richer comprehension of our own cultural
traditions. And from these traditions, what
experience, wisdom and creative strengths can we

draw?

In society today, the advancement in information
technology has led to social media running
amuck. What is paradoxical is that while social
media has greatly increased communication
among people, it has done so without increasing
mutual understanding. As a result, the opinions
of different groups have become more and more
opposed to each other. In trying to resolve this
situation, Daoism can offer some specific solutions:
those who have gained virtue (the sage, perfect
man, godly man and true man), in contrast to the
ordinary people who are controlled by desires
for fame and privilege, biased love and subjective
preconceptions, seek to get rid of “blindness”
and “subjective preconceptions” defined by
their own persons, group, clan, nation and era

and view everything from a fair perspective.
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That is why Daoism places such emphasis on
“nothingness,” which is not only a noun but also a
call for action. Daoism wants us to empty, lose and
forget subjective preconceptions and biased love.
Those who achieve this and have gained virtue,
strive to treat and comprehend from a cosmic
perspective the gains and losses, and the good and
bad things that happen to people. This is what
Zhuangzi's story of “hide things in the world” tries
to represent. Zhuangzi's “let yourself go” attitude
towards life and death, and interests and stakes
is derived from the wide perspective of the Dao.
Only by getting rid of “blindness” and “subjective
preconceptions” can one let one’s thinking “wander
free” and stretch one’s imagination to be really

creative.

Daoists are naturalists. Mou Zongsan in his
Nineteen Lectures on Chinese Philosophy says what
Daoism advocates is that to be natural is to be
carefree; it means not being dependent on others,
but to be spiritually independent and therefore
transcendent. From this standpoint, Daoism
is opposed to coercion and suppression. This
“going it alone” attitude of Daoism is unlike
Confucianism and Mohism and Christianity of the
West, which have given rise to social organizations
and profoundly shaped the societal mold. In
this era of “digital dictatorship” when scientists,
entrepreneurs and governments attempt to “hack”
into human brains and take control of everything,
the Daoism-style of naturalism can be an important
asset to the force that counters the trend. Deep
inside our hearts there is a “self” that is free from
social oppression and external coercion, is carefree

and can achieve true individuality.

If historical hindsight judges that ancient society

was a perfect one and that those that followed have
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degenerated with the passage of time, Daoism
is undoubtedly degenerative and negative. With
respect to morality, Daoism contends that “a true
sage should relinquish wit” and “renounce love
and justice”; on the surface, this seems irrational.
And as a way of life, the Daoist saying “with non-
action, all things get done” is criticized for being
false. But seen from a holistic viewpoint, Daoism
in fact advocates a return to innocence, getting rid
of deceit, not considering morals in a mechanical
way, and doing things naturally and with restraint.
To treat the illnesses of contemporary society, such
as the overwhelming desire for material things,
the mechanical treatment of morals and being too
calculating in dealing with one another, Daoism is

an effective cure.

Homo sapiens has been in existence for more than
100,000 years and about 2,500 years ago an “Axial
Age” developed globally and several centers of
civilization emerged. These included the Chinese
civilization as represented by Confucianism,
Daoism, Mohism, etc.; India’s Ganges civilization
as represented by Buddhism; the Middle East
civilization as represented by the Old Testament;
and Greco-Roman civilization as represented by
ancient Greek philosophy. The ancient human
experience and wisdom (which can be collectively
described as consensus) which is hidden in these
civilizations has not vanished from history. When
its merits are needed and under appropriate
conditions they will revive in response to the call

of our time.

As a result of the integration of information
technology and biotechnology, some organs of
the human body can now function according to
an algorithm. That Homo sapiens is gradually

“evolving” into “Homo deus” or “superhumans”
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# By Ciew afroe

through new technologies is no longer a fantasy.
Will this development cause our old values,
faiths and social systems to collapse, triggered
by a domino effect? Can we use the wisdom
passed down from ancient times to meet these
unprecedented challenges? Can we foster
humankind’s greatest well-being by re-interpreting

all this wisdom?

In the face of problems associated with the fate
of our entire human species, Daoism, as part of
our human consensus, can offer some universal
reflections. Since the late Ming dynasty, Laozi has
been one of the most translated writings of Chinese
thinkers. According to statistics, there are more
than 5,000 versions in translation of Laozi, making
it only second to the Bible. This probably results
from the fact that Laozi is not lengthy and is written
in a short motto form. Its rich and dialectic content
has also a strong appeal to readers. Comparatively,
there are fewer translations of Zhuangzi, and what

exist are mostly of the “Inner Chapters.”

Laozi and Zhuangzi — A Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation is written mainly for
students who are interested in Chinese culture.
Its format is similar to that of The Analects — A
Modern Translation and Contemporary Interpretation.
However, the different features of Laozi and
Zhuangzi have required a separate approach in the

compilation of the two books.

1. As Laozi is written in a motto form and the
themes of the chapters are rather scattered, we
have assembled the contents according to the
principle of “from something concrete to something
abstract,” “from social phenomena to personal
cultivation” and “from something metaphysical to

something physical.” We consider this to be more
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in keeping with the way young people think. The
text in Laozi is divided into five topics: Opposition
to Harassment of People by Tyranny (the causes
for tyranny and how to be freed from it); Non-
Action (but things get done because the ruler
allows people to organize themselves and non-
governmental organizations to develop); Character
Building (by recognizing how people have gained
virtue and their characteristics); Ruling a Country
with the Dao (conforming to the natural law of
things, prevention of illness rather than its cure);
and The Dao Follows the Rules of Nature (Laozi’s
metaphysics, and the Dao’s main features and
law). We use the themes of the five topics to
explain Laozi’s views about social, psychological
and natural phenomena. We also try to offer
solutions to many contemporary problems that
trouble people and society according to Laozi’s
understanding of the Dao and general principle
of “man follows the earth; earth follows heaven;
heaven follows the Dao; and the Dao follows

naturalness.”

2. Zhuangzi’s main thoughts are reflected in the
seven essays in the “Inner Chapters,” generally
believed to have been authored by Zhuangzi
himself. The “Outer Chapters” and “Miscellaneous
Chapters” are commonly considered to be the work
of his disciples and are elaborations of the “Inner
Chapters.” What we have selected from the “Inner
Chapters” are the passages most representative
of Zhuangzi’s thoughts. Zhuangzi’s thinking is
systematic and strong in logic, and his writing
makes smooth reading and is vigorous, unbound
and inseparable. Unlike Laozi, where we regroup
the contents according to the themes, in Zhuangzi
we select the splendid stories from the chapters in
their original order so that the main thoughts of

Zhuangzi can be comprehended through them.
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3. Taking into account the different cultural and
religious backgrounds of our young readers
and that the book has an English translation, we
include comparisons between the thoughts of Laozi
and Zhuangzi and those of the West, especially
Christianity, to enable readers to capture the

essence of Laozi and Zhuangzi.

Laozi and Zhuangzi — A Modern Translation and
Contemporary Interpretation is presented as two
separate but related books. As indicated above,
the order of the material in our Laozi does not
follow that of the original book: the themes have
been reassembled. The Table of Contents therefore
lists extracts rather than any chapter numbers.
The mention of chapters in the book’s text (for
example, chapter 5) refers to the original book;
these chapters are identified by the use of Arabic
numerals. For clarity, our own book’s chapters

are numbered in words: One, Two, Three, etc. In
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passages such as “The message of this chapter is
similar to that of the next (chapter 64)” the word
chapter again refers to that of the original, of which

ours is a translation.

Although the essays in our Zhuangzi do follow the
original book’s order we have selected only seven
topics and for consistency have used the same
chapter numbering system in cross-referencing
with Laozi. The Table of Contents again lists

extracts without reference to chapter numbers.

In writing this book, we have made reference to
some earlier works, including Interpretation of
Nanhuajing by Xuan Ying of the Qing dynasty,
The Past and Present of Laozi by Liu Xiaogan, and
interpretations of Laozi and Zhuangzi by Chen

Guying.
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Minbaowuyu is an academic and social affairs newsletter of B & P Group, with Professor Paul Yip as its
Chairman and Dr Betty Chan as its Chief Executive Officer. Under the Group, there are a number of non-profit
making education institutions, B & P Foundation, think tanks, and business organizations like hotel and
catering management. This corporate publication has the objectives of enhancing the communication and
identity among staff members and introducing to the general public the Group's services and businesses as
well as the activities sponsored by B & P Foundation and engaged by people sharing the Group's views.
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‘Minbaowuyu’ means “people are my brothers and all things are my kinds". The concept
of “unity of nature and man'’ is the philosophical foundation of Zhang Zai's ecological
ethics. Zhang Zai was a famous philosopher of the Northern Song Dynasty of China.
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